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xhe Autbor of the following Sheets 
returns hdr most gratefui Acknow- 
ledgments to * the Public, for their 
Approbation of her former Publica- 
tions : She requests their Indulgence 
towards the present Work, hoping 
that as it is calculated to recommend 
and proniote the social and domestic 
Virtues, by ^pVeseßtiAg'thirai as the 
only Means of^H^ppjne^ it may in 
some degree clairft #nVI deserve theilr 
generous Protection • ' 
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LETTER I. 



RICHARD MUNDEN, ESQ. TO EDWARD 

SAVtLLE, ESQ. 

YOÜNG man! 

I takb it very 111 that I have not heard from 
you since you left London!— Do not I stand in 
the place of a father to you?— Nay, have I 
not been more than a. father to you: for I am 
no relation by,bk>od, # b>it.yoar gißrdian only, 
and the frientKbf joujr deceaseidfäther? 

First, I releasqd -you f?onv the harsh disci- 
pline of a pedagogue^ atia fofbäde^ him to lash 
you into learning, t %tiMyP^nfry* which only 
serves to narro-* ahd depress* the spirit of a 
gentleman, or eise to make him conceited and 
overbearing. — Secondly, I followed you with 
my good offices afterwards, to mitigate the fa- 
tigues of education, and to make you an accom- 
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plisTied man, with as little trouble to yourself as 
possible. 

From my first knowledge of you, I perceived 
, that there were several obstacles in the way of 
my wishes for you* 

First, an aspect of thoughtfuluess and care, 
that gives you the air of a tradesman, instead 
of the degagee address of a fine gentleman; 
and, secondly, that mean, sneaking quality of 
bashfulness, which loses all your consequence 
in mixed Company, and raakes you appear like 
a school-boy trembling under the ferula. To 
remedy the last defect, I sent you to Westmin- 
ster School, wliich has generally been an effec- 
tual eure for it; and I hoped an acquaintance 
with the world would wear öff the first. In the 
next place, I sent you to Cambridge, not to 
study the mathrmatics, which are the Um of that 
place at this time; no, nor yet the clamesy 
which are.qulte «oiif offifttWi an< * ßt ^ lew 
theology,' 6rtkie<chdl /aw.f~öoj; Ifccfward, my de- 
signwas to inltcfduce^Qu^t»» the acquaintance 
of the young trteri o£ fortune'aod fashion there, 
and to pave/tfie; **y*i$$f»r j)refennent in fu- 
ture, by raaking in iriterest wkh them. 

From thetottege, 1 brought you to the capital, 
and introdneed you itoto the vrorid r recommeiui- 
ingyou to a polite circle of my friends there. 
StiU X stw tue first traces upon you; and my 
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frlends saw it also.*—This will not do fot a man 
of the world, said a certain noblemati; this ward 
of yours has the airof a College pedant!— What 
shall ft do with him, said I ?-**-Carry the young 
man into the Company of women of taste and 
qptrtt, who know life and all the Joys of it, said 
my friend. It is there he must receive the polisk, 
the ton, the ßnishing strokes of a fine gehtleman. 
Give him' lord Chesterfield's Letters to his Son ; 
Jet him study them ciosely, they will do for him 
more than aü your sckoets and vniversiiie$.—l 
•followed my friend's directions* He introduced 
me to Lady Belmour, as the person best qua« 
Med to give you this pelük so much wanf- 
td, and so indespen&tbly requisite» I carried 
you into her Company, that she might observe 
your person and qualifications ; she spoke better 
of both than I expected» " Saville is a fine 
young fellow," said she; w he wants only to 
converse with <mr sex, and to receive his Jinisking 
from us; send him to me for'one summer, ant) 
I Warrant I will give you a good account of 
him/' 

J aecepted her otfer with proper acknowkdg- 
ments. She did you the honour to invite you 
with a party of her select friends to her country 
seat; a favour you received with the coldness 
of a Carthusian friar: however, you obliged we 
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so far as not to rejuse it; and that gave me 
some hopes of you. 

All these advantages have I thrown in your 
way, Edward ; but it depends upon yourself to. 
make a right application of them. You do not 
want understanding; otherwise Iwould not rea- 
son with you, and account for every step I have 
taken for your Service. — I loved your father; I 
I am inclined to love you. I have no children, 
nor near relations. 

• Spell this, and put it together, if you have 
sense and spirit in you ; but if you disappoint 
and disgrace me, look to it, Edward: — Your 
father was a man of spirit; he lived too fast 
for his health and fortune;— you have not yet 
begun to live at all. — Open your eyes to the 
happiness that awaits you: — -the world and all 
its charms are before you: they invite your 
senses to enjoy them; and you ought to swirn 
in your proper element. 

Lady Belrnour's■ house is the seat of pleasure: 
—the goddess of Love resides there in person; 
may she touch and polish your heart, and bless 
you- with her kindest influence !— If you want 
money, let me know it; and your draft upon 
me shall he answered immediately.— Attend to 
Lady Belmour/s advice and Instructions. Write 
to me, or let me hear from htr % that you are 
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all that she wishes you to be ; and I will call 
-myself your most affectionate friend and guar- 
dum, 

Richard Mundex. 



LETTER IL 

TUE REVEREND MR. JOHNSON TO EDWARD 

SAVILLE, ESQ. 

DEAR SIR, 

Tue pleasure I took in executing the office of 
college-tutor to you here, left an agreeable im- 
pression upon my mind» — The ingenuousness of 
your heart, and the sweetness of your disposi- 
tion, engaged my affcctiöns to you at the timt^ 
and have made me interested in every thing 
that has befallen you since. I have made en* 
quiry after your Situation and conduct, and have 
gained intelligence of every step you have taken 
since you left College. Your Guardian — good 
heaven 1 what a guardian for a virtuous youth l 
— finding you have not acquired the ton of 
fashionable life, nor the spirit of vanity and dis- 
sipation, has sent you to Lady Belmour to finiüli 
your educaticn, and to give you what he calls 
the polish of dkfijie gentleman. 

I am told moreover, that you have not yet 
disgraced the character you acquired in Ihe 
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carly part of your life, that you have not quitted 
the path of virtue, and foUowed that of vicer 
but that you are in the Situation of the youn$ 
Bereutet, bälancing between Virtue and Plea- 
sure. 

From these circumstances I have formed a 
iiisk and a hope, that I might still be of some 
service to you; by shewingyou the dangers that 
Surround you, and pointingout the path whereby 
you may escape them. You are thrown lipon 
the isiand of Calypso,— she 'Orders her nymphs 
to spread tlfeir toils for you, and to exert all 
their wiles to ensnare you : nor is the goddess 
herseif without attractrons. 

Sensual pleasure ig an enthanted cup, if m» 
toxicates the heart, and weakens the reaeön; 
while the ßOul is in the State of inebrmtiwi 1 all. 
its nobler faculties are suspended, if not lost. 
The heart is insehsibly corrupted and depraved; 
it loses by degrees all its finest pereeptious, and 
at length becomes wholly immersed in grossnes* 
and brutal ity. Ob, 8avitle> was your heart 
nmde for siiofc a : State !*— Does not your honest 
heart dtsdain tue" bondage?~I c an not believe 
those chains sit easy on you, tili you teil me 
tliey do. If my conjeetures and hopes are well 
founded, write to me, and either eneourage or 
forbid niy future adtoonitions. 

l^dy Behnour is the Priestess of Venus, she 
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in the convenient friend ofboth sexes.— »Slie 
keeps a gaming-house all tke winter in London, 
aud is vistted by people of rank aiuk ektractcr, 
such as this age allows of :— in the summer she 
carries on her business in the country,— there 
she provides mistresses for youths of quality and 
fortnne, and husbands for girls of fashio nable 
educatiou and doubtful virtue. Old jointured 
dowagers .ptirchase young husbands, and tooth- 
less dotards young wives, through her media- 
tion;— she condescends to accept a considera- 
tum for her pronigate servicea. She has me* 
thodized pleasure into a System, and coaducts 
her offices with an atr of decorum and regula- 
rity, that conceals the deformity of vice, froin 
its deceived and captivated votaries. 

Beware, oh beloved and amiable youth, of her 
seducing artsl— If you have hitherto avoided, 
make haste to escape thetn. If you have been 
betrayed into the snare, break your fetters be- 
fore habit has rivetted them opou you. 

J will pursue yott with my frientfehip and 
counsel, tili you refuse nie with scom and con- 
tempt ;— tili 1 am well assured> that you hav$ 
given up your nobler hopes an4 virtuous pro- 
spects;— tili yöu becoiue the voluntary votary 
©f vice and folly, I will call myself your affeo- 
tiofeate friend, servant, aad monitor, 

Jaryss Johnson. 
*4 



LETTER III. 

MR. -SAVILLE TO MR. JOITNSOX. 

sin, 

I have been most agreeably surprized by a 
letter from my worthy iutor and friend Mr. 
Johnson, and still more gratified by the Con- 
tents, upon which I have often meditated with 
renewed pleasure. Is it possible, that the qua- 
lities he imputes to me can have giveu me a 
place in his memory? — Oh no! It is his en- 
larged and benevolent soul, that, in pity to my 
youth and Situation, has induced him to extend 
his band to my assistance, in order to extricate 
me from the snares of vice and folly. 

Thus do wise and good men give consequence 
to those they instruct, in order to lead them 
itito the paths of virtue. A man who thinks 
himself unable to overcome temptation, will sink 
into inactivitv and despondency; and he who is 
encouxaged to exert his ability, will do it effec- 
tually. 

Yes, my tutor, my friend, my monitor; I ac- 
knowledge the generous artifice you have .used 
with me, which has.ahswered your kind inten- 
tion; by giving me credit with myself, you have 
encouraged me to aspire to your friendship, 
To whatever motive I am indebted for it, I re* 
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ccive it as a gift from heaven. I have öftren 
wishcd for such a friend r though I hardly dared 
to hope such an one would be granted me. 
You have held up the light of truth before my 
eyes, havje shewn me the dangers that Surround 
me, and directed me how to escape them. 

Iembrace your friendship with my whole 
heart ?— Continue, dearSir, yourgenerous cares 
for me; I will be accountable to you for my 
future conduct; I will acquaint you with every 
step I take ;-r-both my actions and motives shall 
be open to your inspection; you shall be to me 
as a second conscience, and your admonitions 
shall encoürage or restrain all my uridertakings* 
What Sylfhy or what Genius, gives you intelli- 
gence of every thing that happens to me? — It 
is a good spirit, I am certain, because it.is one 
of your familiär s. He teils you the truth, whea 
he compares this mansion to Calypso's island; 
and yet I think it still more resembles the Isle 
of Cypius» — Thenymphs and swains here breathe 
that air of softness and voluptuousness which is 
so contagious to all who encoürage its influence. 
I have hithertö resisted the charm ; but how- long 
I should have continued to do so, is un certain. 
My heart, at times, seemed ready to give way; 
but you have held over me the shield of Mi- 
nerva; the enchantment is dissolved, and I feel 
royaelf deüjreiqd. > . .. 

. B 5 
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As the first proöf of thät ingenuousness, which 
mdeed u the only quality I presume to claim as 
nty 6wn 9 1 send you inclosed a letter I have lately 
received from rriy virtuovs guardian. My heart 
rises with indignation, mingled with contempt» 
whenever I think on htm and his Instructions to 
me. His Company and advice misled my fkther 
into courses which brought lipon him both »harne 
and sorrow. Upon his death-bed, he severely 
repented the sins and follies of a life spent un- 
profitably to himself and others. I have often 
wondered that he did not alter kU will, which 
£&ve this man the care of my perso* and for- 
fune,~whö ever since has been labouring to con- 
t&mi'nate my mind with his own vile principles. 
God of his goodness gave me a wise an&virtuou« 
mother, the gteatest blessing a chiid can re- 
ceive. Her precepts were the guide of my 
childhood, and her remembrance wttl ever be 
sacred to me. 

T.ly mother was the tktim of my father's irre* 
gülarities, and she died praying for bis refortaa* 
tion. She also prayed that 1 might be presemd 
from the contagion of a lad ettmpfe. My father 
laoghed at her prägen, and predktio**, and pro* 
paedes, as he then called them; and for several 
years entirely forgot Hern, and the dear saint that 
tittered them; tut m the days of his last siefcnesi 
they rusAed into his mtmory, to bis bitter grjet 
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and regret, and reproachcd him with his past 
conduct. He tken spoke of my mothcr as a su- 
perior bang; he lamented his cruel and ungene- 
rous behaviour to her; he exhorted me to follow 
her cxample, and to avoid his own; by this cir- 
cumstance, my opinions and principles received 
tbeir confirmation. 

She was taken frdm me too soon, or she would 
have been my director and moniior to this hour. 
But to supply her. loss, Heaven has sent me a 
preceptor and friend in Mr. Johnson; by his ad- 
-vice and assistance I trust 1 shall escajte the la- 
byrinth of vice and folly, into which Munden and 
his emmaries have brought me. 

I will teil you, my dear Sir, all Chat has passed 
Itere lately, if yöu can think it worth your at- 
tention; when you shall be acquainted with all 
the circumstauces of my present Situation, you 
willpve me your ad vice upon it.— ^-If you judge 
it necessary, I will imiuediately burst the bands 
tyiat Jceep me here, and come to you at Cam- 
bridge : but I have either convinced or persuqdtd 
myself, tbat tbougb l dwell in the Und of vice 
aud foüyft am engaged in. the Service of vir tue ; 
you shall decide ob thie subject, 

Write to me soon; give me your advice, •»- 
ttrvctiotty cerrection; I will receive them with 
submimion and obedience.— Assure yourself of 

• 6 
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my eternal gratitude for your friendship and 
protection to, dear Sir, your pupil» iriend, and 
servant, 

. Edward Saville* 



LETTER IV.. 

MR. JOHNSON TO MR. SAVILLE. 
DEAR SIR, 

Your letter gave me great pleasure, for it has 
shewn me that yöu have entered fully into my 
intentions, and that you acceptrae as your friend 
and monitor. 

I shall directly enter upon my office, and my 
first act of it shall be to förward the letter you 
. inclosed me for Mr. Munden.* 

I am upon the whole well pleased witlrit, and 
take it as a proof of your sincerity, and a secu- 
_ rity for the steadiness of 3^0 ur principles, since 
you are neither ashamed nor afraid to avow 
them, when you are properry called upon. I 
do exceedingly desire to know all that has be- 
fallen you at Lady Belmour*s; and how it is pdß- 
eible that in the regions of vice you can be em- 
ployed in the Service of virtue. 

Your ingenuousness bids me hope every thing 

* This letter does not appear; but its purport may be ga- 
- thcred from subsequent incidents» 
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that'is righfr; but, if you shoul.d Ifeve deviated 
from the strait path of <uirtue y you need not. 
fear to confess it to me, for you will find me 
an indulgeut friend^ and not an austere cor- 

rector. 

»* .... • 

My curiQsity is excited to know whether Ca- 
lypso Ls indeed the enchantress I have heard her 
describe4r-bow v she governs the pupils of her 
academy, how she sustains her consequence 
with them while she lures them into her toils.— 
Write every thing that you think will be either, 
interesting or entertaining to me, without re- 
serve*.— Be assured that you will meet 'with in- 
dulgence wherever it is necessary, with appro-, 
bation wherc deserved, with advice where want- 
«d ; for I am, with truth and sincerity, 

Dear Shv 
Your afiectianate frien 4 d and servant, 

Jarvis Johnson* 



LETTER V. 

• ». 

MR. KUNDEN TO LABT BELMOÜÄ. 
MADAM, 

I presume to acquaint your Ladyship with> a 
circumstance or two relating to the saucy boy* 
I lately recommended .to your notke and favour. 



—I wrote to htm a letter lull tAfatherty advict 
and qjfec$im\ but the youug puppy sets me at 
nought— teils me he is wiser ikan I, that my ac- 
quaintance are not to kis tmie f that 'he is de» 
termined to be his arm master, and to choose 
Iris ovmfriends. U he conttmies to tieat me in 
this inanner» I will give bim vp for cver, and 
choose sorae strauger to be my heir^ instead o£ 
the son of myfricnd. 

I beg to know your Ladyship's opiniou of 
Saville, and to have your advice how to proceed 
with htm. 

' He has sense emragh— learaing more that* 
enougb*Hp*rif and gentrostty, but all in the 
.wrong places.— -Every canting,. whkiing, mfor* 
tunate wrttch has the power to draw his money 
from him ; but he is frugal to a fault in every 
gentkman-like expence.— He has the spisit to 
Vid defianxre to his h*st friend,. and the mawaisc 
flonte in good i 9m p ** y . He aas no ambition* 
nor yet the softe» passfems, o» at least he ha» 
never shewn any signs of them* Whenever l 
go about to peneti^ate into nis/cbaracter* he foils> 
mfe in the attempt^ and turn* my own weapons 
upon me. 

'I depend npon your Ladyship's penetration; 
to discover how he ia to be managed* and to 
tet me know k; and as you sptak of him, so I 
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stall a<rt ' toivardg Um, for I know yotir Lady* 
srtrip's dificemment, and I rely upon yöur judg« 
tnent. '«■•*.-'-' 

' Iam, » 

_ * 

Youf Eadyship^s naost obedient servant, 

'*" * RlCMAÄl) MUNDEN* 



LETTER VL 

LADY BELMOUR TO MR. MUNDEN, 

Mr. mundin may rest assured that Lady 
Belmoor bas alitfays in view tbe ofyect of hie 
care and aüectian, and follows bin* with her at? 
tertiana ;■ sfae tiees no reaeon to dfspair trf 
aiaking kirn «?ery /Aiitgtbat lusfricnd uishm him 
to te. 

After all/ men are very imperfect j>rcctptor*% 
it is not by reaaen and docHmjuit.that the polük 
of iife is reqxiired. See what mkwini or buckrtm 
igüret, tbe youth step froja the sebooi and ool* 
lege into the world!— -It is. by conyawiBig, wtfe 
•#*• *«r tliey become accomplished; we cul$*vatc 
tbe heart 9 and polish tbe mmaers. ÄJen. -wh^ 
have had senae and «pirit enough to sbaka off 
>4he fetters of itt^gar pryudicts» have aj&now» 
ledged the advantages they have derived front 
t», and fcave endeavoured to extend theo, t* 
others. Tberebave beensebools of this kind 
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both among thc ancients and the modern». 
Greece had her Aspasia's, Leontktm, and Thais.' 
The accomplished Alcibiades was an example 
of the benefits of this society. Rome had her 
Fulvia's and Aurelias. And France has had the 
glory to stand alone among the moderns, in the 
reviving and improving upon these polite öcö- 
demies. From tiie days of the enchanting Ninon, 
there has been a succession of ladies who have 
employed themselves in polishing the manners 
of the youth, and cultivating their hearts— We 
are at this day aiming at an imitation of their 
taste and elegance, but we do it badly ; we have 
lost our own preciseness and ceremony, but we 
have not yet acquired the narceti and noncha- 
hnce* of our accomplished neighbours. How- 
ever, as all improvements are made by degrees, 
there-isgreat reason to hope that we may in Urne 
acquire them. The ferocity and biuntness of 
this country is giving way to the delicacy and 
refinement of the continent ; our language is 
daily improving and polishing, our ladies have 
an air of ease and freedom, they throw off the 
primness and reserve of past tinies, and the re- 
*t*aints of rigid Systems, which inspire illiberal 
sentiments and manners.— In this State of im* 
proved society I aspire to have my name descend 
to poslerity, as one of those women of spirit, 
who lend their hands to fonvard the efforts of 
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others; to emancipate the youth of both sexes 
frorn the ignorance and prejudiccs of Gothic times 
and manners. 

Your pupil wears a veil of shyness and re- 
serve, through, which it is difficult to pene träte : 
— no matter ; we shall find out the way to make. 
him throw it aside. The traveller, whom the 
wind and storm could not oblige to throw off 
his cloak, was induced by the warm sun to cast 
it away.— We will awaken his passkms, the ani- 
xnating sup-shine of love shall warm his heart, 
he shall throw away the cloak, and we shall see 
what kind of a man there is under it. 

Do not be impatient.— Leave the event to 
me,— I will be answerable für the success— I 
will teil you every thing that is material for you 
to know. I am obliged by your confideuce and 
esteem, and will approve myself, 

Sir, 
Your sincere friend and humble servant, 

Amelia-Sophia-Wilüelmina Bblmour. 



LETTER Vll. 

f ' MR. SAVILLE TO MR. JOHNSON. 

MY DEAJt MENTOR, 

1 will now dischargo my promisc, by giving 
you a faithful accouut of all that has passed 
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during my visithere: when you haVe tbe whofe 
story before you, you will judge of the Bature 
of my Situation, the dangers and temptatkms 
that Surround me, and olf my ability and in* 
tention to escape therrr. As soon as the king's 
birth-day was past, I received^ a snmmons to 
attend Lady Belmour to her country seat. - I 
was honoüred with a place in her own coach, 
with Sir George Richmore and Miss Elford, 
with whonv he has a temporary connexion.— 
We föund several couples ready-paired in the 
jlilk (if you will allow me the expressioti), and 1 
waiting our arrival, for none came but what 
brought bis mate, ör expect eti to und one here— 
Mr. Morris and Miss Bernham, Mr. Leqfeptfc 
*nd Miss Marshall, Sir John Lacy and Miss Wil- 
son.— There was also a certain Mr. Armstrong, 
who seemed to pay bis homage to e*r Lady 
Governess, and a Mist La Noue, who» as I have 
reaton to hetieve, was intended for my pättner; 
leveral other pairs were expeeted.-— Parties of 
pleasure of all kinds were proposed, when the 
remiunder of the Company shoold arrhre. 

They were in raptures öf joy at our arrivaU 
her Ladyship welcomed us with equal politeaess 
and vivacity. 

My dear friends, welcome to the land of wit* 
love, and liberty! enjoy yourselves in ybur owa 
Way ; be happif here, and I must be *o. 
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They chalted, langhed, danced, sang, find 
tried by every way to sbow .their wit and their 
happinesa; I was the only person that seemed 
insensible to the pleasures around nie. 

Tlüs mansion is Jarge and convenient; it be- 

longed to sl West India merchant, whö lived 

in the great style for about fifteen years; then 

suuk into ruiu and. obscurity, and died in the 

Fleet« His wife died soon alter; his children 

were minotfs ; his fortune is in the hauds of l*is 

creditorsj. and Jus affairs cannot he settkd tili 

his eldest son coiues of age, who is now but i& 

his Uaärteenth year. The assignees let tfeis hous« 

to Lady Beimouiy and it suits her purpose ex* 

sctly;— she can acconunodate a great sumbei 

of visiton; she keeps teveral caniages, a stähle 

of good höre«, and many servants; for she 

roakes it a condition, that her guests shall bring 

none, but he attended by tbose of her own 

choosing;*— bnt theie is every accommodation 

ttiat can be wished for ease, pleasure, and' 

hucury« 

Her ladyship is a fine and a graceful wömah, 
about forty years, but does not choobe to be 
tbought so far advanced,— " ancitnt Phillis ka$ 
yovng gracef -*-fat, but not unwieldy, just 
" Vaimable embonpointf—ea&y and polite in her 
deportment, with some wit, more satire, and 
every fashionable accoroplishmenU 
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' She has -an air of freedbm and assurauce bör- 
dering upon voluptuousness : when she is not 
pleased, it is tempered with haughtiness to those 
who have offended her ; at other times she.-a»- 
sumes the most insinuating air and manner, and 
when she tries tö please she is ahnost irresistible. 

There is an air of freedom and levity, and 
yet not absolute indecency in the conversations 
that pass here after dinner and supper. The 
morning, every person spends as he pleases; 
some ride out, some walk, some read;-— the 
ludies make working parties, or sometimes mu« 
sical onea; there is a music-room with instru- 
menta of all sorts, and books of the most fashion* 
able compositions. 

Here you breathe the air of afHuence, luxury, 
and voluptuousness; there is every incitemenfr 
ofFered to every one of the senses in turn; I re- 
sisted them, and was for some time merely a 
spectator of the scenes before me. Lady Bel- 
mour behaved with the utmost politeness to 
me, and seemed to leave me at liberty to amuse 
myself as I thought proper. 

When she found that I töok no particular no- 
t.ice of any person, but seemed to be reserved 
and abstracted, and to consider the Company 
before me only as. subjects for speculation, she 
began her attack upon me in the most artful 
manner, She asked me how I üked the coun* 
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try, her villa, her friends, the men, the women, 
and at last Miss La Noue ? I aiiswered her briefly 
and coldly ; and to the last -question, very well. 
' She laughed scornfülly ; — Is that your way of 
commending a fine girl, Sir? — Yes, said I, I 
think her a fine young woman. — She put up her 
lip; — Perhaps you do not admire a Brünette? 
what style ofbeauty is most to your taste ? — It 
is not complexion, said I, nor the colour of the 
•hair 9 or the eye, that makes a woman attract* 
ing. — What is it then ? said she, smiling. -It is 
the tmit enscmble, which is not easy to describe.-— 
* Very well, Sir, it is easier tofeel than to describe ; 
is it not ? — I believe so, Madam. — Well, Sir, go 
on.— I am entirely of your Ladyship's opinion. 
No, not entirely, for you do not like Miss La 
Noue. — I did not say so, Madam. — No, Sir, but 
your behaviour does. How can you see a fine 
girl, disengaged, looking at you with eyes that 
speak nothing like disapprobation or disdain, 
and yet pay no homage to her charms ? She has 
wit and spirit as well asform; and you would 
find her capable of conversing, and entertaining 
. you, if you would make an effort to speak to 
her.— I have no doubt of it, said I; the lady 
deserves all that your Ladyship says of her. 
But why should you wish me to be particular in 
my notice to her?—! msh it ! Ridiculous idea ! 
You are the low. La Noue does not want ad- 
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nnrers.— I dare say not» Madam; but I have no 
pretensions. Go thy way, Cymon! thou hast a 
form, but no anim^tiou. 

Some of the Company came to usj and broke 
off the Conference. 

Fiom this day Calypso and her nymphs ex* 
erted all the arts of their profession to allure me 
into the snares ofCupid; and finding them in- 
cüectual to subdue the stubborn heart that re- 
.sisted them, they set the men upon nie, who ex- 
crcised their wit at every weapon of raiJlery 
and rtdicule, bot all in vain. I wrapt myself up 
in impenetrable reserve, and baffied all their 
attempts upon me. 

I declined raott of the parties abroad ; I can 
always amuse mysdif at home. Sometimes I 
retired into the library to read, at others into 
the music-room, and practised new lessons upon 
tlie barpsichor^: but these sedentary amuse* 
tnents aüected my bealth and spirtts; I began 
to find exercise necessary ; yet I would not go 
out in the parties, but rose early in the morn- 
ing; and walked or rode before breakfast. 

In one of my tnoming rambles I made an ac* 
quaintance with a gentleman farmer who was 
Walking over bis grounds; and upon further 
inowledge I find him deserving of my friend- 
«hip, I will give you a^testy sketch of his bis- 
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His tiame is Franklin, a man pf genteel birth 
?md education ; he inherited an estate of about 
Hve huudred pounds a year; be married, for 
love, a woman without a Shilling, They set out 
in a style much above their fortunes, and ran 
out of bounds, tili they were involved in debts 
and dißicufties. Just as they were on the brink 
of ruin, a relation of Mrs. Franklin, who took 
no notice of her whilea poor unportioned girl, 
hearjng she.was well married, left her a fortune 
of five thousand pounck, which restored them 
to competence and happiness» Mr. Franklin 
paid off his debts, cleared his estate, took a 
farm into his own hands, studied agriculture 
and oeconomy, and was successful in hiß practice 
of them : his wife turned- her thoughts and at- 
tention to the domestic duties and virtues with 
equal siiccess; in the xourse of ten years they 
are become rieh, happy, and respectable. 

Mr. Franklin encourqges me to culirvate bis 
friendship; he begins to lay his reserve aside, 

he rallies me on my Situation; bot he ha# given 

» 

me a serious warning of Calypso and her 
nymphs; and I have coovinced mm of my ho- 
nour and principles. 

He seconds your adnaonitions, and ofiers me 
his advice or assistance whenever I sh&ll find 
myself to stand in need of them* I often call 
upon him in axy . mornang ex$ur«fnjB, Ri)d fft 



seem to be more and more pfeaseu with each 
other's Company. 

Yüu will often hear of him in tbe course of 
my adventures here. I will now conclude this 
pacquet, and bid you adieu for this time ; but 
you shall soon hear further from, 

Dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Edward Saville. 



LETTER VIII. 

MR. SAVILLE TO. MR. JOHNSON. 
- SIR, 

I shall now proceed in my narration without 
fnrther preface or. apology. From the time ! 
became acquainted with Mr. Franklin, I used 
myself to call on him freqtfently; and bis con- 
versation was a resource from the chagrin I re- 
ceived in my disagreeable Situation. s 

• After I had been here some weeks, two ladies 
came hither in a post-chaise from I , 

of whom I must give you a particular account. 
Mrs. Crosby is a woman of faskion in every sensc 
of the word.—*- She is lately separated from her 
husband ; for what woman of taste and spirit can 
bear the insupportable fatigues and restraints o£ 
conjugal duties and employments, to which her 
cruel husband would have connned her? But 
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£he has found the way to burst the fetters, and 
recover her liberty. 

Her companion, a Miss Jones, of whom I 
have much to teil you.— We were sitting at tea - 
when these ladies arrived :— Lady Belmour re- 
teivod Mrs. Crosby with open arms, and con- 
gratulated herseif and the Company on such an 
acquisitum to their society. 

She loofced very coldly on Miss Jones, and 
just nodded to her ; but her chap^ron obliged 
her to alter her behaviour. 

Let nie, said she, have the honour to recon- 
eile Miss Jones to her friend and patroness; 
she is now sensible that Lady Belmour always 
deserved that title ; and I know your Ladyship's 
gtnerosity and greatness of soul too well, to think 
you harbour any resentment against poor Sukey 
for her misapprehermon; reeeive her once again 
uuder your protection. 

At your request, my dear friend, I will, said 
tny Lady ; and, if it is not her ovvn fault, she 
«hall find me still her best friend. She then 
embraced the yöung lady, who had tears in her 
eyes (as I imagmed) from the consciousness of 
having offended her. 

She courtsied low, but was silent;— -we sat 
down, and returned to our tea.— There was in 
Miss Jones's dej5brtment something different ' 
from the females 1 had yet ueen in this house. 
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There was & «iecency in her manners, and au ai* 

, .. of melancholy diffused over her countenancef, 

' which reodered her more bterestihg to me than 

«ny person in the society. I was disposed tö 

scrutinize her person and character ; but Lady 

Belmour's eye intercepted mine , whenever it 

wandered towards her; and seemed to say,— 

you have no business to enquire after that girl.— 

I was the nibre inclined to observe both her and 

the ladies who called themselves her frknds.~- 

They seemed to treat the young womanwith an 

air of superiority ; they called her Sukey, witbout 

any addition; she seemed dispirited and humbled 

before them. 

Lady Beknour and Mrs. Crosby were profuse 
in their professions of friendship to each other, 
and in compliments upon the great and tuperior 
qualities they both possessed^-The words, 
greatness of soul— high sentiment»-~enlarged ideas 
—liberal miuds, &c. flew about, and were as 
readily accepted as if daerced; and perhaps more 
so, for truemeiit is modest> änd fearful of tak»g 
too much to itsetf : however the conversation 
this evening was reäliy more rational and ägree- 
able than I had heard since I came hither, and 
- I ventured to tafce a more than usual part in it. 
The next morning I rose eaiiier than the rest 
of the 4SDmpany, went into the music-room, and 
ml down to the karpsichoxd, where I played 

1 



fbr two bours, without any idea of heilig over- 

At tength I spied a white hand and arm Mpon 
my left Shoulder, and started. It was Lady * ' 
Belmour herseif who surprised me,i- She has a 
remarkably fine hand and arm ; it then looked 
so beautiful that I was tempted to pay homage 
to it.— L was stopped by a violent bufst of 
laughter, that checked rae, and made me recol- 
lect that the tempter was at my elbow. — Upon 
my word, Sir, I did not tbink you were so great 
a proficient io music! — I feit myself conifused 
aad uneasy at this tete a tete. But she relieved 
me by her easy and familiär chit-chat.— Sit still, 
Saville, said she, and oblige me with another.' 
lesson.— I did so. She coraplimented nie.— 
What a pity, said she, that you hide your talents 
os assiduously as others display them ! I wish 
you were more commiuiicative to your friends* 
for their sakes, and your own. You are with 
people who know haw to distinguish merit, Sirj 
but you. are so reserved, that you will not suffer 
them to know your value. 

Her air and manner were so insipuating, that . 
I could not avoid answering her politeness. 
She praised, she fiattered me ; she tried to gain 
my esteem and sonfidence. She asked me how 
I hked Mrs. Crosby and Miss Jones. My notice 
of the latter did not pass unobserved. I an- 



2« 

swered in general terms, but with seemhig frank* 
»uess. She, seemed to wind about me in order 
to gain access to my. keart: I was aware of her, 
and was upon my guard. 

Our conversation was interrupted by Mrs. 
Crosby. I was desired to play again, was again 
applauded and solicited, tili more Company came 
in and sunimoned us to breakfast. I resumed 
my Reserve, but kept an eye upon the grand 
enchantress, in order to find out what schemes 
she was forming for me ; and yet at times my 
heart reproached me with ingratitude for her 
*politeness and attention to me. 

This day was chiefly spent in conversation, 
änd we had parties of.cards in the evening. Miss 
,Jones was silent and melanchbly. 

The next morning I rose with an Intention to 
iide to Franklin's before breakfast ; but, going 
into the stable, the servant told me the horse 
was lame. I determined to take the air, so I 
sauntered" about the üelds for an hour, and then 
came round into the garden-grounds, and from 
thence went into a pa^ilion, at the end of the 
^pleasure garden, where J svrprised a lady y as 
sfie did me. ft was Miss Jones; she was leaning 
her head upon her hand, änd weeping bitterly. 
She was very much confused at my approäch ; 
slie rose up, and offered to retire. I begged 
oardon for my intrusion, which J assured her was 



sccidental, and insisted - on leaviag her as J 
found her.— Sir, said she, I beg a favour p£ 
ypu ?— Of me, Madam ! What caiv I do for you ? 
— It is, Sir, tbat you will, have thf*. goodnessnot 
to oaeution your seeing nie here, and still less 
how you found me. — I will not, Madam, you 
may depend upon me. I am concerued, Madam, 
to see that you are notquite happy. I perceived 
it yesterday. I wish it was ia my power to alle- 
viate your sorrows; — Alas! said she, the cause 
of my distress cannot b$ alteviated.-r-S urely ijt 
inay> said I; all human woes may be mitigated; 
!• sincerely pity you, fpr I believe your distress 
must arise from virtuaus motives. — She covered 
her face with both her hands. — Oh ! Sir, said 
sfce, I believe you are too good for this house. 
If I dared to teil you— *but what right have I to 
trouble you ? 

Dear Madam, if I can be of any service to 
you, do not scruple to trust me ? I am a man 
of honour, and as suc h Dear Sjr, excuse me 
if f ask you one question— Are you any relation 
or friend of Lady Belmour's J — Neither, Madam, 
•—Well, Sil*, I think extremely well of you, for 
your generous pity to a stranger. — I am obliged 
to your good opinion, Madam ; but what a mau 
must he be who can see an amiable woman in 
tears, and not wish to relieve her distress ? .: 

Oh, Sir, you are too good 'to me, You 

c3 
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mentioned «fistaess arising from virtuous moti ves. 
1 would not for the- world deceive or impose 
upon you. I dare not rank myself witb the 
good; and yet I can truly say triat my distress 
arises from virtuous motives. But, Sir, the hour 
of breakfast approaches» I must not be seen 
with you. I shall be suspected of — I know not 
what ; and you will be ridiculed on my account j 
Iet us separate : perhaps another time an oppor- 
tunity may offer for me to communicate the cause 
of my distress, and ask your advice upon it.— 
You do me honour, Madam; will you meet 
me here to-morrow morning at seven o'clock ?— 
She paused,-v-I will, Sir; I think I perceive in 
you a man of honour and principle. I will meet 
you, Sir; but let us not go in together.— 
Good-morning, Madam, I leave you this in- 
stant.-—! did so, and went round the outside of 
the garden, and came in at the great gate. 

E. S. 



IN CONTINUATION. 

MY curiosity was raised by the morning's ad- 
venture, and my mind was employed the whole 
day in reflecting upon it, and in conjectures upon 
the subjectof Miss Jones's distress, which I made 
bo doubt proceeded from Lady Belmour's de- 
«igns upon her. 
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Sometimcs I fancied this confidence of Miss 
Jones was only a scheme to draw me into an 
engagement with her ; a min Ute after, I smiled 
at the suggestions of my fancy, and reflected 
that we are as often outwitted by ourselves as by 
otkers, wHen we indulge suspicions of any kind, 
I wished impatiently for the hour when I was 
to meet Sukey ; if she was artful, I was pre- 
pared to baffle hers, or her patroness's desigus 
upon me* 

I rose early in the morning. I hastened to 
the pavilion with a book in my hand, and sann- 
tered about für near an hour before she came 
thither. At length I saw her Coming towards 
me with a downcast eye and timid aspect. 
When she began to speak, it was in a low and 
tremulous voice. 

Sir, said she, I am afraid you will think me 
vtry free, upon so short an acquaintance, to 
trouble you with my story« 

Madam, you honour me by your confidence; 
I shall be happy to do you any Service that is 
consistent with my principles, which are not 
exactly conformable tQ those of the lady of this 
A0toe.~— That is what puzzles me, said she : you 
seem to kuow Lady Belmour's ckaracter, and yet 
I find you with her society.— I came not hither 
by incHnation, Madam, but at the desire of a 
gentleman who calls himself my friend. I shall 
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not stay here long ; but, whilst I do, I am 3, 
spectator, and not an actor in the Drama tbat is 
represented here. - Teil me, without scruple, 
how I can serve you ; I am already inclined to 
be your friend, and I believe your story will 
confirm me so. 

Indeed, Sir, said she, I want a friend. I will 
at all events teil you the particulars of my un- 
happy Situation, and then you will jucjge whether 
I am most to be blamed or pitied. 
. My father and mother were upper servants in 
two noble families; my father by their interest 
obtaincd a place in the ctistoms. 

Their income was sufficient witb prudence ta 
support their family in a decent and respectahle 
manne r ; but the habit of iraitating the manners 
of their superiors, in the way of life they had 
seen, made them go to the extent of their fbr- 
tune, and sometimes exceed it. They also ie-» 
tained a kind of seryility in their behaviour,i 
which led them to do Services of every kind to 
those who had it in their power to make them 
certain returns. My poor father became at . 
lengtb sensible of the folly and danger of such 
a conduct; he is now pining^under heartfeU 
grief and remorse for what is past; but my 
mother continues. to act upon the same principles^ 
though her daughter's ruin is one of the conse- 
quences of it. She boasts of the friends she has . 
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made, and the conveniences she derives from it. 
*Fhis way of thinking and acting is among the 
obligations she owes to Lady Belmour. I was 
the first-born of this marriage. Lady Belmour 
was my godmother : if she had promised and 
vowed, that I should tcorskip the poraps and 
vanities öf the world, and sacrifice every thing 
to them, sbe bad been a faithful Sponsor ; for 
jevery precept of hers was directly opposite to 
those of the Catecfcism. 

She inspired me with the love o£ dress and 
pleasure ; she lavghed me out of that natural 
reserve which is given by Heaven to be the 
guard of female virtue. She taught me to des- 
pise unfashionable doctrines and persons; she 
carried me to public places, and shewed me 
young women, who lived in all the gaieties of 
life, without any apparent means to support 
tfcem. She tQld me that handsome girls might 
ajways make their fortunes, if it were not their 
own foulte. Thus educated, thus prepared for 
nun, she threw me in the way of young men af 
High rank and fortune, who were unprincjpled 
in all that regarded our sex. 

I was gratified by the homage tbey paid me ; 
I took to myself all the merit their ßattery 
hestawed upon me; I was into*icate4 with 
vaaity, or I never could. bave taUe*c4 *M 
Lord C would make me bis wtfe, espe- 



34 

cially after I had been his mistress. He per- 
ßuaded me to put myself under his protection ; 
und Lady Belmour seconding his designs, I feil a 
victim to them. 

Here she covered her face, and wept.— Dear 
Madam, proceed ! said I. I pity you with my 
heart and soul ; indeed you are more to be pitied 
than blatncd.'—She resumed her narrative. — X 
transient dream of pleasure succeeded ; but F 
soon awoke to real misery. My weak heart, 
and perverted judgment, believed in promises 
of eternal constancy and' neverfailing love. Alas! 
how, common the deception ! and how common 
the too late eonviction! In two months the 
ardour of his passion abated ; irr another he 
grew tired of me, and sought a new object of 
his depraved appetite. 

During his occasional absences, the mistress 
of the house where I lodged lent me some books 
to read, for I complained of being toö much 
alone : among these were some tliat opened my 
mental eye, and shewed me the misery of mj 
Situation : I was Struck with horror and remorse> 
and unavailing poiitence. 

I got acquainted with this good womaa, and 
opened my heart to her : she saw and pitied my 
distress ^ she lent me other books that spoke 
of pardon and psace to the leturning stoner j 
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these I eagerly studied, and made them my con** 
Stent companions. 

When Lord C returned; I received 

him with coldness and disgust. He desired an 
explanation of this behaviour, and I gave him 
such an one as he did not expect. He laughed 
at my scruples and at my penitence.— Sukey, 

« 

says he, I intended to come to ap explanation 
with you, but you have prevented me : take 
Courage, my girl! these fancies will soon wear 
off. I will send Lady Belmour to comfort you, 
and to do the office of a friend between us. I 
am glad to und that you are as willing to part 
as I am» Adieu, my charmer !— -So saying, he 
went from me, and in an hour after Lady Bel- 
mour came. Sbe enumerated the advantages 
arising from such conuections as these ; said, 
that men were fickle creatures, but their for- 
tunes were convenient to us ; that we should 
bear with their faults, and make advantage by 
their weaknesses, for in them lay our strength 
and wisdom. 

She then acquainted me that Lord C ■■ 
had deposited a bond of five* hundred pounds in 
her hands for my use, which would effectually" 
comfort me for his loss. A few more such 
qffairs as this, my dear, said she, will make 
your fortune, and set you above the world. 

c6 
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I made no reply to her argumenta, but only 
begged her to give me the bond.— Nu, my child, 
not yet, said she ; you are too young and Igno- 
rant to act for yourself. I will keep it for you ; 
andwhen I see a proper time, I will either sur- 
render it/or employ it for your Service. 

I demanded the bond, and said I had eamed 
it too dearly. She laughed.— You shall go with 
me into the country in the summer, and then 
we shall talk further on this subject, said she»— 
She left me in the sullens, as she called it; 
and said., when I was in a better humour she 
would see me again. She oalled again, two days 
after; she made me a new proposal, as she 
called it, and a Settlements from another party 
1 had not yet seen. I refused it with disdaife» 
I asked for my bond, and was again refused« 
I was angry ; we quarrelled ; she called me sauce- 
box, and left me in wrath, saying, she would see 
me no more tili I knew better the value of her 
friendship. I resolved to leave my lodging, to 
cell all my clothes and trinkets, and with th$ 

money put myself into busmess; but my ap- 

•» • 

pearance gave suspicions of my character. I 
desired the mistress of my lodgings to recom- 
liiend me to any lady of character that wanted a 
campanion; she spoke to a widow lady, ^ho 
took me upon her word, and I joyfully went to 
her house. I had not beea there many weeks, 
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before Lady Belmour found means fo inforni'my 
protectress of my late connexion with Lord 
C ■ ' ; in consequence öf whiph she dis- 

missed me immediately, without examining into 
tbe particulars of my story and Situation« 

I kept up my spirits tili this event, and then 
they forsook me. I went hörne to my father'a 
hause almost in despair. My father was moved 
with my distress; but my mother reproäqhed 
me with ingratitude to Lady Belmour, and töld 
me I must ask her pardon, before she would re- 
ceive me to her favour. 

Mrs. Crosby soon after visited my mother, 
and joined with her to persuade me to visit 
Lady Belmour with her, and that 6he would 
use her influence with her to forgive me, and to 
restore my bond. This argument prevailed with 
me to come hither, for I knew there was no other 
method to recover it ; and if I could prevail on 
Lady Belmour to give it me, I have now an offer 
of entering into business, in partnersbip with a 
woman of character. 

Since I came hither, Lady Belmour has hinted 
to me, that my reconciliation with her depends 
upon an implicit obedience to all her commands; 
and that she has expectations upon me, which 
will soon be further explamed, and that will 
put it in my power, to make my own terms 
» "with her. 



t dread this explanation ; I know too weil her 
•haracter -and employment. I ain fearful of 
being exposed to new attacks ; of dangers, and 
perhaps insults, in this place ; in which case I 
have no firiend to protect me from Lady Bei- 
mour'g power. I am resolved not to enter into 
any new conncxion; if I should find mysclf in this 
dangerous Situation, I will fly fi ojn it ; if I could 
depend upon any friend to favour my escape, I 
should be less apprehensive and nore easy. J 
would not for ihe world engage you, Sir, in any 
contest or difficulty. I have told you nething 
but simple truth ; I seek not to conceal or ex- 
tenuate my faults or follies; I thank God, I 
have seen them early, and am determined to 
avoid them in future, and to lead a life of so- 
briety and virtue ; but I am disappointed of tke 
means to putmy resolutions in practice, and re- 
main at present in a very disagreeable and pre- 
cariQus Situation. I am afraid of others, and I 
am afraid of myself; lest either interest or plea- 
sure should tempt me to return into the path I 
have but just escaped, and habit conti rm me the 
slave of vice during my life. 

Here Miss Jones eudcd her narrative, and 
whh the greatest diffidence waited my sentence 
lipon it. Icomforted and re-assured her; pitied 
her misfortunes, and commendcd her virtuous 
xesolutions. 
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' I promiaed to be her friend aud protector, in 
case she shcruld want my assistance. We sepa* 
rated after having agreed to behave with the 
same distance and reserve as hitberto m com* 
pany, and to communicate to each otber eveiy 
tbing that wc could discover in regard to Lady 
Belmour's designs upon either of eis. 

Some days after these ineidents, there arrived 
two gentlemen in an elegant post-chaise, with, 
flaming livefies. Ob the firet view of it the 
ladies exclaimed, It is dear Mr. Livermore! I 
ran out to see this welcome visitor ; when I saw 
step out of the carriage a ügure that excited 
$uch an inclination to laugh as I could haxdly 
suppress* He was dressed in the gayest and . 
most effeminate style, with a person that set all 
bis Ornaments at defianc?. 

A broad red face, embroidered with large 
pimples with white heads \ a wide mouth füll of 
yellow straggling teeth, witk an affected smile 
upon it ; a clumsy person overdressed, with am 
air and manner that beggars all description. 
He walked as if he was dancing ; he lisped whea 
he spoke : .if any man had strove to render af- 
feetation detestable, he would have imitated hira, 

This Adonis was aecompanied by a Mr. Allen, 
bis paraaite : by their reeeption, you would have 
supposed they were the most beautiful and 
amiabte amon§ the ehüdren of mea. 
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Front the time this eher ntignon arrived here, 
I observed Miss Jones's countenance wore a veii 
of deep concern. Lady Belmourwatched every 
turn of her eye, and every look that passed 
/ between her and me. I snatched a momentfs 
opportunity, to say to her^— Meet me in the 
pavilion to-rmorrow morning at six o'clock!* 

The Hext morning I went, to my appointment, 
by five o'clock, and sauntered about for an hour, 
wbich I thought as long as three. At lengtb the 
lady appeared.— rAias! Sir, said sbe, I am inr 
volved in a newperptexity. This coxeomb liver- 
more.— This Adopis, said I.— Well, Sir, thi? a/>- 
complished iaTourite of Lady Belraoür and Mrs. 
Crosby, encoüraged by them, * has had the as- 
surance to off« me a Settlements which I have 
answered with proper Indignation and contempt 
Lady Belmour laughed, si)eeringly,-r-Pretty airs, 
Sukey ! and to me that know you !— Yes, Mar 
dam, so you do, to my cost, I am sure.— Saucy 
slut! And so you thiuk to pass yourself upon 
that novice Smdlle, for a piece of virtuons com» 
position ! I aee your aim, and I shall cross it. 

fndeed, Madam, you are mistaken ; l have 
M design upon Mr. Saviile ; nor he upon me.*** 
That I shall know more certaiidy hereafter; 
tut, in the ftean time, pray, Ma'am, hoyr dö 
you intend to dispose of yoursejf?— If, sajd l, 
your Ladyship would mtore me the kund ia 



your posse&ion, I would employ it in 'trade, 
and lead a life.more suitable to my ineliuation.— ? 
I bdieve you /»,, child! said she, haughtily.— + 
No, indeed, Madam ; I am serious in this inten? 
tion.— Theit you are *fi>ol 9 said she, and cannot 
discern ycrar own interest : but, to convince you 
lhat I do not mean to rob you of your praperty-j 
I will teil you mgr intentions ; I am still more 
your friend than you deserve ; I am endeavour~ 
ing to procure you an establishment for life* 
Mr. Lprermore has made you a noble oder ; he 
will ahare his fortune with you, while you caa 
Miaia bis keart, and «ettie two hundred a ye«? 
uppn you for lifo. You xefcse bis proposaj be* 
cause, you do not Ijke bis person ; foojißh pre'r 
judice ! or eise because you have other views, 
whjch I pcrteive pjainly enougb, for I am not 
H> bo imposedon by you? Magdalen airs. 

Aß sopn as you are eogaged in a new con- 
ne*ion, I will put the bond into your hands, 
but. not before; foF I will not «put it in your 
power to reproach me for what is past, nor yet 
jto expose me and my society oifriends to the 
animadversioR of tbe Ignorant, the malicious, 
nor the hypocvitical part of the world, by making 
you independent of me« 

Soob fifter, Mr. Livermorfe came, and with 
all his aßectation and grimace declared a passion 
for me,- and renewed his proposal. To have' 
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mentioned m virtuous mottve of refusal, would 

baVe been to speak an unknown language to 

» 

bim, and have brought npon me the ridkule 
and contempt of the whole Society: I therefare 
told him, as plainly as I da red, that bis persou 
was not agreeable to me*— -Ah, Madam, said 
he, am I then so unfortunate as not to please 
you? There are those that— Excuse mysmcerity, 
Sir, said I, but I would rather gvce mysdf to a 
pkwghmarc, than seii tnyseif to a prince.— He 
shrugged, sighed, bowed— -^Ä erudefc, ingrato, 
fyrannof adio, mm Ctff©/— He danced out of 
the room backwards ; and, thongh my mmd was 
Btrongly agitated, I could hardly restrain my 
Jaughter tili he was out of sight ; bot 1 have 
been serious enough ever since. 

Yöu are very ingenuous, said I. I am this 
moment thinking how I can be of Service to you* 
Lady Belmour thinks tbere is an understanding 
between you and me; let us encourage this 
notion, it will prevent her forming other coa- 
nexions for either of us. I shall enjoy great 
pleasure in deceiving her penetration, and at tbe 
sanie time assisting you. I shall own myself 
your protector; under this character I will de- 
mand your bond of her ; when you have it in 
your possession, you may employ it as you 
think best. We will leave this house togQtber ; 
you shail pursue .your own «ehernes, and you 
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may depend upon my friendship, and furthei 

assistance, ifnecessary; for it is incunabent on 

meto convince you, it was not mertly curiouty 

tbat made me take a part in what concerns you. 

She looked down, bowed, blushed, and hesi- 

tated ; at last she speke,— Oh, Sir! you are too 

good and too generous, to deoeive or impose od 

any person ; I am infiuitely obliged for your good 

opinion, and for the friendship you offer me: 

but, alas, Sir! neither you nor I can impose on 

Lady Belmxmr : she is as ouncing as Lucifer ; 

sometiines I think she can read what passes m 

the hearts of people* She will discover your ar- 

tifice, and will either contrive to separate us, 

or eise she will endeavour to bring our suppoted 

connexion to reality. 1 warn you of it not», Sir, 

lest you should hereafter think me in any degree 

accessary to her designs.— My good girl, said I, 

I am pleased with your generous frahkness ; it 

confirms my Intention ; only take your part in it, 

and I will take all the blarae that happens to 

myself ; give me your hand upon it.-— She did 

so.— Let us begin our plan directly; we will walk 

together in sight of the hpuse. — Oh, Sir, said 

she, you are not aware of the dangers of this 

scheme ; if we are seen together, Lady Belmour 

will bave her plots against us.— -Let her see us, 

Said I ; let them all see^us, and make their re- 

marks, it will forward my design.— But, Sir» if 



Mr. Liyermore should resent ?— I should be <ft~ 
yerttdy and would make bim an object of enter- 
tyünment to all the society; but I know ho 
dares not* 

She came reluctantly into my scheme. - I took. 
Ker band, . aud led her in sight of tbe house ; we 
were soon observed, and shewn to the rest. 
They Galled us to hreakfast ; I led her to tbe* 
Company. We bad looks, nods, and winks, 
thrown at us from all quarters. Lady Belmour 
seemed in doubt wbetber to eneaurage or separat* 
us. She rallied me ; I returned it. She called 
me Cy mon> and asked me if thai was my Jphigen* 
pr my ty/pMt&r-No matter» said I, so long m i$> 
is not my Urganda* — She put up her hp. Mrs. 
Crosby took my part; she made Lady Belmour 
laugh off her anger. These sober fellows, said 
she, wben their hearts are touched the firsjL 
time, are dragons in love and assurance. 

Finding me steady and undaunted, she wished 
me joy on the discovery that I had a heart. 1 
tbanked her ; and said, I hoped she would let 
me have the credit of the discovery. The rest 
congratulated me and Sukey; she looked con- 
fused and uneasy. 

Mr. Livermore looked disdainfully at us, and 
turned all -bis attentions to Miss La Noue, who 
received tbem graciously. After the first open- 
ing, tbey let us enjoy our conversations quietly. 
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After this project of mine had t&ken place, 
$ took a part in several parties of pleasure, an<l 
made Sukey my companion iu them. One day 
that we had been on an excursion, Lady Belmour 
raet hs at our *eturn with a note in her band, 
«Auch she was reading.— My sprightly Iads and 
lovely girls, listen to nie! You are all invited to 
a rural ball on Thursday next«— We all gathered 
round her, and begged to knöw to whom we 
"were qbliged tfer this invitation. 

A gentleman farmer in »the next parish, said 

# 

-our lady, Mr. A. Collins by näme, is latetycome 
to the possession of an estate of about two 
rliundred a year, by the death of an bld batchelor, 
bis very distant relation. This young man has 
notions in liis head, tliat he ought not to live in 
-obscurity, but be known and make ajigure ämong 
his new neighbours ; to this end he is going to 
call them together, tö celebrate his birth-day: 
he has done us the honovtr to invite us among 
the rest, and sends this note, whichl shall read 
to you. 

" Mr. Andrew Collins presents his most humbte 
u respects and complrments to nry Lady Bei* 
" mour, and . all the gentletnen and lädies be« 
" longing unfo her göod family, and begs they 
" will do bim the great honöor and favour to 
w give him- their Company to a fa*rmer*s dinner, 
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« süpper, and dance, at Oak-Hall, on Thursday, 
" August 20/' 

Now what say you, my cbildren ? Shall we 
go and give the farmer a lesson of good breed- 
ing ? Shall we show him how to act his part 6a 
the stage of life, and initiate him into the mys- 
teries of the goddess of fashion ? what say you ?— 
What your ladyship pleases, was tlie general 
answer.— Well then, I say, let us go. I foresee 
much amusement, we shall meet there some of 
the saucy small gentry, who have had the imper- 
tinence to decline our society ; we will mortify 
them by our politeness and hilarity, and we shall 
seesome fine subjects to exercise ourwitand 
humour upon, Girls, what say you to a gentle- 
man farmer ? is there any of you that will set 
your cap at him ?— Yes, I will, said Nancy El- 
ford. 

I do not give my consent to that, said Sir 
Seorge Richmore, her paramour; I cannot spare 
Nancy this summer, whatever I may do the next. 

Be quiet, Sir Georgy, said my lady, you shall 
not spoil the girl's marriage ; thou shalt have 
him, Nancy, if thou wilt, and I will manage it 
for thee. I know a person that would suit the 
Farmer better (looking at my friend Sukey) ; but 
$be has thought proper to cater for herseif, so I 
shall leave her to her fate> but eaough of this 
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kiod. Well, my boys and girls, hold youraelves 

in readiness against Thursday. 

As we walked into the drawing-room, I said 
to Sukey Jones, £o the poor farmer is already 
disposed of ?— Aye, said she, and it might have 
been myfortune $ you und, if I had been more 
obedient.— Well, said I, let them go on at their 
peril ! 

All the evening after, we practised cotillions, 
and other dances, in order to surprue the coun- 
try folk at farmer Collins's assembly. 

The morning after I rose early, and rode to 
Mr. Franklin's. He kindly reproached me with 
niy long ab6ence, and pressed me to stay and 
breakfast with him ; at his request I sat down 
with him and his family. His wife is amiabte 
and obliging; his children^ have the rose of 
health upon their cheeks, and the smile of in- 
nocence and peace beautifies their features. I 
enjoyed the dear domestic circle, and partook 
of their happiness. 

As we were sitting at the table, a gentleman 
came in whom I had never seen before. He 
came forward in a genteel and familiär way, 
saying,-n-Sit stUij mygood friends; noceremony 
with me, I insist. Mr. Franklin, I rejoice to see 
you well, and happy with your amiable family, 
Franklin rose, and took his haod; Welcome, 
tbrice welcome hörne, dear Mr. Selby ! I hope 
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you are flow come to fix among üs!— I am, Sir : 
l have brought my happiness home with me$ 
and shall have nothing to carry rae from you 
again.-— You are then married to Miss Bennet?— 
No, I am not yet so frappy. Our dear mother 
wished us to be married at our own village, and 
I could not refüse her any thing, bnt I hope it 
will not be delayed mach longer.— Is Mrs. Ben- 
uet to live with you at the parsonage ?«— No, my 
friend, ehe and Miss Melcombe will reside at 
the house I purchased lately, and be our best 
xieighbours; and your family I reckon as the next 
to them in our estimation.— I see a card upon 
your table ; have you not had an invitatio» to 
Collins's ball next Thursday ?— Yes; and so have 
you, Isuppose?— You are right; and tbeladies, 
are not they too umted ?— Yes, certainly; but 
they will not go, nor I neither.— And why, Sir* 
— Because Lady Belmour and her gang are to 
be there ; the foolish fei low thought he gave 
himself consequence by inviting them. I shall 
liot carry our dear little girls into such Company. 
-*— Take care of what you say, Sir, for this gentle- 
man is one of La<fy Belmonr's family. — No, 
surely !— Yes, certainly. But do not be frighten- 
ed : he is my friend. This is the gentleman whora 
I mentioned to Mr. Butler, your curate ; and 
whom he mentioned to Mr. Jarvis. 

Say no moFe, Butler has told nie all. Franklin, 
3 
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ton -must introduce mc— I rose, and bowed. 
Franklin took a hand of each x>f us> and joincd i 

them. — Sir, said I, I shall be happy to be of your • 
acquaintancej if Mr. Franklin will anlwer for 
me.f^Ye«, said he, I will be your god^father tö 
this geaüeman, xvaf sector ; "and the.mtorthy suc- 
cessorta ourlate exqellentpastor, Mr.Bennet— •■ 
fn the eouree.of a vpry agreeable conversation it 
appeared, that Mr. Butler itas' the person who 
gave Mr. Johnson intelligente of the Situation of 
«ne Mr. Saxillt, who resided at the Island of 
Calypso. Tbis circumstanc& set aside.further 
cereraooy, and in an hoarVtirae we became 
Iriends, and familiär ones too. 

I left tbis Company witfc extreme reluctance, 

and they were as unwilling to part with nie. I 

tore myaelf away, and came hoxne bot just in 

timeibr dinnen t 

. Lady Belmoor iaterrogatedae iike a school- 

i>oy, and I made. her saucyanswers. My friend 

Sukeydesired me to testify, that $ftt knewnothiog 

of my absence or return. I told her» . I «üd-not 

hold myself aceountable to anybody for mymo- 

tions. — LadyBelmour drew up,and looked etately. 

in4fae jevening anotfeer coxoomb arrlved here, 

«ittP&S f , irho paid hishomage-toMrShCrosby. 

After this ball is-over, you shall faear frim m« 

Ägain; fbc thiä time I bid you adieu. 

Yours, faitbfully, . * 
i> E. Savilx*« 
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LETTER IX. 

HE. J0HK50N TO MR. SAVILtE. 

I tHakk you, my dear Sir, for your Communi- 
cations; the sincerity with which you paint every 
emotion of your own heart, as well as others, is 
• truly amiable. The former part of your conduct 
is unexceptionable; but excuse me if I doubt 
the prudence of the latter. The sclienie which 
you have "So hastily formed, and begun to exe- 
cute, is ättended with much danger. to yourself, 
und may probably lead you ' into the labyrinth 
which you have bithcrto avoided ; and give oc* 
.caston to those who have set snares in your way 
to trinmph in their success. 
j . Miss Jones is» by your account, an amiable 
young womau ; her modesty and ingenuousness 
have more* cburms for your untainted heart, 
than all the factitious graces of her cörapetitors. 
Tbds game of playing at making love generally 
^ndft in gqod earnest ; I am doubtful whetlier 
this precaution will corae in time to be of Service 
toyou. 

Be not> however, frightened at my remon« 
strance; teil me the worst that has happened, 
and I will advise you how to make the best of 
it, fofyou may„yet recover, and be the stronger 
for your fall. 
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I could say much öii the subyect, but I will 
wait yoür reply. If you are not fast bound in 
those soft fettet* which seem light tili you want 
to cast them qf, leave Calypso's Island, at d 
hasten to your sincere and affectionate friend, 

Johnson. 



LETTER X. 

" Mit. SAVIlLE TO MR. JOÜNSON. 

0$ Wednesday, two new members of oufr society 
made their first appearance here, a Mrs. Watkins 
and a Miss Freewill. Tlie formet a little deform ^ 
ed figure, with all the affected airs and graces that 
render beauty itself disgusting: she was patched 
and painted, trimined, flounced, and furbelowed, 
tili, as Farquhar expresses it, you could not see 
her head for her tail. The latter, a pert, lively 
hoiden, just broke ldbse from a boarding-school, 
with so many natural charms, and so many ac- 
quired graces, that it was not easy to distinguish 
bttween them. There was, liowever, an attrao 
tion about her, and I feit a degree of the mag* 
netistn, tili reason called me to account, and 
told me they were only sensual attractions, and 
that she had none for a cultivated mind. 

Before the arrival of this young enchantress, 
I was actually debating with myself whfther 
Susan Jones would not be an agreeable compa- 

d 2 



52 
uioii Iqt mv, I perceived in her. a.kindof pru- 

4 

dery, niore plcasing to me, tlian an open attack 
upon my heart ; she. looked as if she wished to 
plcase me, and yet feared to please tob mach. 
In the moments of cool aud sober reflexion, I 
disdained the vile suggestions, and one glimpse 
of a rctrospect with you, my dear Monitor, put 
them all to flight. 

My ürst interview Wiüi this lively girl turned 
the scalc on her side ; my heart seemed to want 
only an objeet to fix its affections. Miss Free- 
will distinguished me early; she enquired wbo 
and wliat I was. Lady Bchnour introduced us 
to each other in form: she seemed to wish we 
might like each otlier; she spoke well of each 
to the other; and told me that Miss Freewill 
had a very handsome fortune. 

I understood that this young hoiden had 
eloped from the lady ander whose care her Guar- 
dian had placed her, and had tajeen her first 
step into life under the auspices of Mr. Wat- 
kins, who had brought her to Lady Belmour's, 
in order to introduce her into the best Company. 
This fair lady pointed the artillery of her eyes 
directly at my heart. I perceived her attack, 
and was upon the defensive. Lady Belmour 
whispered me — Oh Saville! what an insensible 
wretch thou art! .here were-a girl wortby of.the 
homage of thy heart, whkb tbou hast suireader- 
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«d to that unanimated prüde,' Sukey Jones.— I 
.^^was disconcerted ; but, recoveriog, I said, My 
«s&eart refuses the election of another, it will 
ehoose its own mistress, and be its own moni- 
tor.^— Saucebox ! said she, be more civilized, or 
I shall give thee up to thy fate. — Notvvithßtand- 
iiig the airs J assumed, I was not easy with my* 
seif. I found myself exactly in the Situation of 
the young Telemachus, in the Island of Cyprn?» 

Telemaohus thought on his Mentor, as one 
departed to the Elysian fields, and this cncou- 
raged his weakness, as being freed froni the re- 
straint of his adinouitions: but I thought on my 
Irving Mentor, and it «trengthened my resolu- 
don, which before was in a tottering State. 

These reflexions awakened my mind, and put 
ine upoo my guard beth against myself and 
those around me. 

The young enchantress seemed to take pleay 
sure in teazing me; the rest of the Company 
Took the hint, and encouraged her to persevere 
in doing so.— She asked Lady Belmour, Can 
Mr. Saville sing ? can be play ? can he talk ? — 
They enjoyed my etnbarrassment. * After dinner 
we all went into the saloon, music was called 
for— Can Mr. Saville dance ? — No, said Lady 
« Belmour, he can do nothing that he is desired or 
wished to do ; do not give yourself any trouble 
about such an insensible creature, my dear Miss 

P 3 
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Freewill.— Mrs. Crosby rallied me upon my 
want of courage to answer so fair a challenger. 
I started up,-bowed, and presented my hand to 
the lady. I bad the good fortuhe to acquit 
myself to hers and the Company 's satisfaction. 
The Syren danced charmingly. Several minuets 
were danced. I performed a second with my 
friend Miss Jones, who seemed pleased with my 
attentions. Miss Freewill tossed up her head 
with an air of contempt, for Sukey's minuet 
would not do after hers : but I remembered my 
Situation, and thought it safer to continue my 
nötice to her. 

Lady Belmour commended my dancing.— I 
hope, said I, I have convinced your ladyship, 
and the Company, that I do not always refuse 
their commands.— -You are a stränge creature, 
said she, you can please if you will, but you are 
an humourist, and are not to be advised. I sup- 

■ 

pose if I should call upon you to-morrow even-' 
ing to dahce a minuet, you will refuse me ?— 
No, Madam, I will not, if you give me that lady 
Jbr my partner.— Well, said she, that is some- 
thing like: I shall try you. — In the evening I 
was called out to a person who wanted to speak 
with me. It was Mr, Franklin's servant, who 
brought a letter from his master, which he was 
ordered to deliver to none but my own hands. 
'The contents as follow: 



JDZÄB. SIR, 

WE are informed that Lady-Belmour in teuds 
Mr. Collins the favour of recommending a part- 
nerfor life, as well as for to-morrow evening, of 
whicb you dropt a hint also at our last meeting. 
It is resolved, on our part, to warn him of bis 
danger, and to assist bim to escape it* 

The principal reason of my giving you this 
trouble is, to inform you that there will be some 
grotesque figures. at Farmer Collins's ball to- 
morrow, who are not entirely unknown to you; 
but you are dcsired not to know, nor to guess 
at them, nor their business there, nor to give 
the least hint. 

Perhaps there may be of this party some 
country girls, who might compare with any of 
Calypso's nymphs; we will allow of your curio- 
«ty in respect to them, for you cannot discover 
more than you know. 

If you behave to pur satisfaction, you may 
stand a chance to know and be known to them 
hereafter. So wishing you an agreeable partner 
for the evening, 

I remain your faithful friend, 

and obedient servänt, 

John Franklin. 

Wtdmsday Afiemmu 

I put my letter carefully into a private pocket, 
and returned tothe Company: they,were inqui- 

n 4 



sitive; but I evaded their questions.. Miss Frec- 
will flirted wltfi nie evidtfntly, and her forward- 
itess was the only shield* against h£r attractioilä. 
To aToid the danger of her eyes, I directed my 
attentions to Miss Jones, whb was treated rather 
cävalierly on my account; I danced with her 
tili supper-^time, after which we broke into par* 
ties. 

We separated early; and went to our respec** 
tive apartments; rcaerving ouxselves for tbe 
mprrow. 



I tHAWK you, my deay paternal friend* fofr 

yoor wise and seasonable admonition> it oamfe ra 

time ttt nie; ahd ^efc it raight have confe too 

late, if fotneffibg unfort^eh had not ihterpos«! 

' between nie and the dangetfs Vöu forfesaw. 

1 fcave aibwg story to teti yöu, but muet re- 
late all the circunistances in the ortier in whfcb 
they napp^ried. 1 will be$n ^frith tfee rwstic 
lall, off whieh I promised dki account. 

Wien we arritfed at CöHink's we were shewn 
into a Iarge old-fashioned wain&cotted hall) well 
lighted, by a contriväneü of fixing bit§ of clay 
all rotrhd the room, ^ind putting candles into 
them. Tigere was a great nuraber of oaken 
planks laid across chairs at convenientdistances, 
so as to make seats for all the Company. The 
agcommodatioiis, though rustk, were cohv*- 
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füenfc Round every candle socket (a» I maj 
call it) was a wreath of green, intermixed will* 
Aowers, which had a good effect. Our arrivai 
seemed to put the houae in a bustle; our host 
lame and paid his compliments, and acknow* 
kdged the bonour that was doue him, in & 
mariner courteous, though awkward. He wa* 
dressed in a handsome suit of second mourning, 
and hiß hair very tolerabLy dressed, for which 
purpose a hair-dresser was fetched.from the town 

of I ; silk stockings, and every article of his * 

cbress in a style above his. Situation, and indeed he 
Soqked as if he thaught it added much to his- 
.consequence. After the first compliments, Lady 
Belmour, with the most polite and insinuating. 
air and manner, took Collins's hand (which .was 
tnone of the softeat), and with the smile of a 
•godctess said,. My dear .Sir, will you give me 
kave to recoanmend a partner to you for this* 
<e*eniixg f — iCollins bowed— -blushed— -hesitateq\ 
— 1 saw in a moment that the hint had beea 
^iven.— Ma^-rMa-^Madam— said h e . iL — *I~-* 
J«— have consuked a frier*! who Unverstands 
ithese matters better than I do; land. he'has toid 
jrie, that it is.customary upoiu thäse " occasiQnd, 
4o change partners every danoe - r .and I intendy 
•i£ your Ladyship has no objection, to.foUow.aife 
tfiir&C tion ?-— By all r safeans,* answered aar JLady*» 
^ipj-rlhca-oftt of tbe.comp«iy.en«ored,;By a& 

xx 5 
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means.— But Sir, said she, will you not intro- 
duce us to the rest of your Company ?— Madam, 
said he, I will bring them to you,* for our par- 
lour w too small now the Company is encreased. 
—He went out, and in three minutes returned, 
followed by a numerous Company, composed of 
eil the principal farmers, with their wives and 
daaghters; spruce tradesmen; and small gen- 
try in the neighbourhood. We saluted them 
in the politest manner, and desired them to be 
seated. 

Collins, by the assistaaces of his friend (whom 
I shall introduce to you by and by), acquired 
bimself very properly as master of the. house, 
and the ceremonies also ; the music was called 
for, a very decent band; they played a piece or 
Jtwo by way of prelude, and we were preparing 
to dance, when a knocking was heard at the out- 
ward door; it opened, and two couple of stran- 
gers made their appearance; the women were 
*iasked, the men painted and disguised; one 
seemed a saHor y the other & /armer of the lowest 
Order. The latter can\e forward, and made an 
aukward bow betöre he spoke.— Hearing, said 
be, tfaat Master Collins had a feast on this day, 
we made bold to com* btther to see the enter- 
tainment, and to congratulate him on the hv 
exease of bis fortnne. Af y name is John Butt; 
my corarade's, Sam Bowling; the« girls are our 
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sweethearts; that is enQugh to sfry afeout u». 
For the rest, we must trust to Master Collintfs 
hospitality for our welcome* . Collins welcomed 
them with an air of ease, and • freedom, that 
shewed he had been advertised of their visit. 
They took their places among the farmer's fanu- 
lies. The seeming farmer made a sign to Cei- 
lins, and he ordernd the music to play a minuet. 

Collins stept up to Lady Belmour: he begged 
that she would do him the honour to open bis 
ball, and to take out a gentleman whom she 
thought proper for her partner. My Lady looked 
astonisbed at the politeness and propriety of this 
address (which I plainly understood as a partof 
the lessou he had been taught); she answe^ed, 
Then, Mr. Collins, I shall take no other than 
yourself. He bowed to the ground, took her 
hand, and led her down with a very goodgrace, 
and looked less abashed than could have been 
expected. But wot you well, the youth had 
been in training a tnonth before, under an itiae- 
rant dancing-master, and was prepared to ex« 
hibit bis person in a mittuet, to the great asto- 
. nishment of all Ina friends and neighbours, who 
stared incessantly, and could hardly believe their 
own eyes. % 

Collins walked bis miauet, for it could not be 
called dancing, but seemed in continual fear of 
blundering : my lady looked like the goddess of 
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eise «Ml pterfty, and tnoved ve*y gracefully^ 
&ny bödy, tmacquainted with her character r 
njusthflvebettoprejudiced in her fevoür.. Sh* 
bebated wkh Such politeness tö Cottins, as 
Ifcdped him tbrough the part he was acting;. 
-asd Whkh he performed better than could be 
%tpected; 4ie handed my lady back to her «est 
with great appkuree; the pocr fellow pufFed and 
blowed^ and wiped bis face; he had worked hini- 
self ttito a viotent Perspiration, and it was some 
minutes beforfe he recovered bis voiee or his 
courage; Wben he was able, he askted my Lady 
to teil hilft wbo sbould be taken oat, and he 
«fioeld take 4t as the greatest'favoar she could 
4i>htai. She was pleased with the -Office, and 
calted out Lörd S ■■■■ and Mrs. Crosby ; they 
"dänced a very good minuet; Sir George Rich.- 
»ore and Miss La Nöue; Mr. Morris, and 
Miss Elfard* Mr. Liverrnere and Mrs. Wat- 
kinsf rteVer <iid 1 see*a conple more corhpletely 
tidiculous^ a ttAüe or a siihpcr sat upon the 
face» of the wheie Company. Mr. John Bulfc 
laughed ' withoui fear of ceremony; l edged 
towards him, to tiftea nearer notice ^f hitn;*±~ 
Neigüb&ur^ isaid he, tbose fignres tkte srre a 
ßne gmtkman and a jfnc ladt/ ! they fcre bf u*e 
to those whöcanobserve whatthey see, für they 
make ftohion and affectatkm as odious and con- 
temptible fcs they (night to be„ Look at thetn* 
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and tüten yoü will learn to despise {hem, anft 
such as imitate them !*-*I approached him \ Have 
& little mercy, farmer, said I h—No, said he, 4 
will have none, I am here, like the Clown in thfe 
old comedy r to'point otit folly and to chastwe iU 
Loc& to yourself, ydting geritleman; if-you des- 
scrve my laäh, you shall feel it.— Indeed ! said 
I. I will tfteä look abcrat me, and know my 
Company.— Be quiet, Saville, feaid he, observe 
your directhms» and get away toyoilr-own com* 
pany.— I was abüut to reply, when I keard my- 
selfcalied 'out.— Lady Belmour Said, I now ex- 
pect tke perfofmance of your protnise.— -With. 
pleasure, said I; and immediately took out Mrt» 
Freewül, whose face glowed wfth apparent satis- 
faction. She danced capitally; I did toy best, 
ähd tve were wartely applauded.— This minuet,, 
Said Lady B— , fnafresamends for the last, iaa. 
tcftisper to Tae.^t bowed, and weht back tomy 
friend Joim Bull.— Will you do me tlie tfavour to» 
^correct mtvfaid I?— Go your way, and do not 
^e vaih, said iie.— -I was again called away to 
jöin in a cotiliön, which was not too well per- 
formed ; after which I went in search for the far- 
mer ; btft, instead öf him, <t mct with the sailotv 
—He töok my hand; Wbät cheer, brotherN^I 
4ö not know yeVsaid I, tili I am/bett'er ac- 
tjuamted with my Company.— What,. said he, afe 
yourso pleased with the farmer, tliät you liavfc* 
1 
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nothing to say to his compaaion?— Not tili he 
has introduced me to hiin, said I.— -Avast there! 
I am his kinsman.— What of that ?— You need 
not be ashamed to shake hands with a sailor; 
mind that, brotlier: perhaps I could show you 
a tight Utile brig under my care, as well worth 
^your attaik» as any of those fine-rigged frigates 
there, with all their cojours flying.— Perhaps so, 
said I; but, if I remember my Instructions, I am 
forbidden to enquire too mach.— You are very 
.obecüent, said he; perhaps it was only designed 
to whet your curiosity. It is true, tbey are not 
to be gazed on by profane, or vulgär eyes, but 
that should excite you the more.— -You deal in 
paradoxes, said I. Show me to the rest of the 
Company!— *Not yet, said he; but when the fine 
folks are set into dancing, I will make a signal, 
and you may follow me out if you tbink it worth 
your while.— I shall e$pect it impatiently, sa;d 
I.— While we were speaking, the forms were re- 
moving, and they were preparing for country 
dances. I saw Lady Belmour in cShference with 
the farmer, who seemed not to spare her any 
more than the rest of the Company. I got near 
enough to hear them, and observed that she had 
the address to elude all his arrows of wit and Sa- 
tire, and returned them with superior courtesy 
„and politeness. I heard him say— The deuce is 
in the woman! Will you ntptber fight nor fly ? 
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— Neither, said she, but I will stand my grouad. 
I am sure thet you are sometbirig above your 
appearance, and I will take my revenge on you 
for your impertinence, by comman^ing you to 
dance a minuet with me.— I dance i I play the 
monkey ! Not I, truly.— -Harkee, friend, said she; 
you must either ßght orjly, in spite of your wit 
and saure. As a gentieman, I can take your 
reproofs, and respectyour Intention; but as a 
clown, I cannot submit to tbem, but will desire 
some gctUleman here to turn you . out of the 
room; so now you know the alternative.— There 
is nmte, said he; I find myself obliged to accept 
your ckaüenge-y I respect your wit and polite- 
ness, and would be amongst the foremost to pay 
bomages to it, if your ieart were as good as 
your exteriors.— She bit her lip, and bade him 
call to the musicians to play a minuet. I was 
all astonishment, and they soon had a large 
circle round thera. The farmer danced in cha- . 
racter, and made some extraordinary gesticula- 
tions , but at the concluaion he assumed the gen- 
tleman, and making a bow, thanked hei ladyship 
for the houour she had done him, and at that 
instant I recognized my friend John Franklin in 



He came to me soon after.— 1 have made your 
governness feel my lasli; and I should have said 
more to her, but her politeness checked me, and 
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Jbcr wit ovfcr-niatched me.— You are the flrst 

-character here to-night, farmer, Said I; but I 

am afraid you will becoiue too remarkable, and 

<foe obnoxious to the displeasure, and perhaps 

tthe revenge, af some people here.~I fear no* 

;thing, said be, my motive is my support; I came 

iiilher to keep my country neighbours frora being 

clazzled by the false glare of fasfcion and folJy. 

I have shewn thfim the reverse of the picture, 

and the.y look upou yaur lady Belmour with the 

contempt .she desertesi«— Aud do you think y«i 

are net known ?— I care not much, said he; but 

she and her crew don'tJtnow me; nar you of 

-course.— -Thöre you are mistaken, said L You 

are my feiend Franklin.— Hush, said he; go to 

yoar Company, ot I will be even witk you.-*- 

I give you ieave, said £— -Whai fine girl is that 

you took out for .your minuet ? Is that yaur Miss 

Jones f—No, said 1^ it is Miss FreewilL; fcow do 

-you Ükfe her ?•— She danoes 1 too weHjo pkasfc.nae,. 

-said he^-How ia tmtt ^xplaiucd ?— I wauld net 

-for the World thata orw/nirs, a sislri, or ä daugh- 

ter of ratae, danced so well. —^ And why so?-*- 

;Becaus6 she must have lost the ßrst blush of 

Virzin moäestyJ,bßforeshe could exhibit her per- 

son to the utmost advautage. — A truce with nio- 

.ra]iziög,-said I, I long to know yx&ir frreod. the 

sailoiv aüd 'to sce the girls you have in charge- 

.»— You shaü aee 4fatinv in. due thne^ Üa\ilk j. 



bnE gff ncrtv ^rod tahe; a*parlmer, the Harice 1# 
tegun. • 

-I sarvr Miss Jodeö withbut a partnef ; I weilt 
directly to Jier, and we danced through it: after 
. H waä finished, I sawtlie sailor wating bis band- 
kercbief upon bis stick» I excused myself to" 
inj partner, and followed him out «directly, H4. 
led me iato a distant room, wbere was Mr. Sei« 
by, Mr. Franklin» and tbe twb lasse» in masks. 
I saluted them, and they welcomed me.-— 1 wich 
you all success, my friends, in.your laudable 
undertaking. We have succeeded, said Mr. Sei*- 
by; the young fellow knows bis danger, and i* 
ftware of k; and the ^öodpeöple of the vill&ge 
kuövr bow to estimate the fine people at the kalk 
Yoq have done niore tftan tbis, said I ; you 
*ave iaugh* Mn CoUina hbw to* acquit hitaaelf 
jwoperly on these occaeiens. JBtft leavmg tfai» 
«uoject;-*--Häve I n«*t ä rigbt, Mr. RraAklin, tb 
expect that you shoölfl gratify my cftritjsiiy, 
tvhich you have evidentiy interided tö raise.— • 
Xxplain yourseliy said Mr. Belby.— It is I thai 
must e&plai«, said Mr. Franklin; but fast let 
-me introduce you to one whö tongs impatientiy 
te take your' band:— -So saying, he calied back 
-tiie sailor who was going- out at the door: Sath 
«EHiot j come 'bither fir-st)! When instantly tlie 
jailor came, and offered.me his -han'd.— This 
young uuin, said Fraukluvis.a-kinsmau o{ rakie» 
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who is desirous to be better known to Mr. Sa- 
ville. He is ttalhj a <«i/or, as I am a /armer', 
so that we can hardly be said to act a. part in the 
Drama, for the characters are our owo. 

We saluted in a friendly manner, and I then 
said, Still it remains to intröduce me to tbe 
ladies. I expect that you make me amends for 
the suspense you ljave caused.— Now comes the 
explanation, said Franklin ; I do tonfess that I 
have excited Mr. Saville's curiosity, bat it is 
you, Sir, that must gratify it. I have given him 
leave to expect an introduction to our two girls 
here. 

Mr. Selby laugbed. Surely there needed not 
so much ceremony to intröduce him to two 
country girls, wbom he must think unworthy of 
his noticcy after the FreewüTs and Jones's who 
are contending for it.— Spare me, dear Sir! said 
I, I profess myself an admirer of beauty, when 
adorned by vir tue and simplicity of manners. 
Do not prejudice these ladies against me; I 
am no favourite.of any ladies here, nor have I 
any favourite amongst them, but I aspire to tbe 
favour of the worthies of the sex, and disclaim 
all üther intercourse with it.— Mr. Selby smiled: 
Hear him, ladies; hear bim! This is Mr. Sa« 
ville, whom I have told you of already. Sir 9 
thiß is Miss Bennet, my wife elect; I mention 
this circiunstauce, that you may guard your 
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heart.— He laughed at this precaution, and tfce» 
unmasked the lady, and shewed me a very smart 
and agreeable brünette; with an intelligent eye, 
and ah arch smile, that said, I can be a wag upon 
occasioa ! I begged her to think favourably of me, 
notwithstanding tlie Company she found me in. 

She courtsied gracefully and silently. Then 
Franklin took the other lady's hand, and led her 
to me.— This, Sir, said he, is Miss Sophia, Mel- 
combe, Miss Ben net's foster-sister, and the sister 
of her heart, who honours me with her Company 
under my protection this night. She seemed tQ. 
unmask reluctantly; Franklin assisted Ijer, and 
disclosed to my eyes the loveliest maiden they 
ever beheld; a fair complexion, dark blue eyes, 
with long eye-lashes.; auburn hair, inclining to 
the chesnut; a smile that might have disarmed 
^ tyrant, and such dimples as Love himself mighf 
point bis arrows at; an-air of the most perfect 
modesty, without any mauvaUe honte; she looked 
intelligence, delicaey, and sweetness. I stood 
surprized like another Cymon, and could now 
have told Lady Belmour that I had really found 
an Iphigene. I gazed so intently, that I paid 
jny compliments aukwardly, and with some con- 
fusion. She blushed at my gazings, and seemed 
to withdraw from my notice. I recollected my« 
seif, and asked her to honour me with her hand 
in a country-dance.— -No, Sir, said she, not aft^r 
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Stich dancefs as yöu have engaged this evening.— 
1 hope this will not hin der you, Madam ? — No, 
Sir; excuse me, I shall not dance at all.— I am 
Very sorry for it. 

I made the same offer to Miss Bennet, who 
also declined it very politely. They both spokf 
in praise of Miss Freewill's dancing, and said it 
wtus pity so fine a young lady should have fallen 
into such Company. I agreed with them.— Wby> 
said Mr. Franklin, don't you warn her of her 
danger ? does your knigbt-errautry extend no 
farther tban to Miss Jones ? — I do not destirve 
that reproach, said I ; the case is very differeut» 
Mies Jones came hither against her iuclinatiön ; 
Mis» pFeewill came of lier own aecord, nayy 
eloßtid from her friend« tö come ; the orte is 
Irving tö escape the sneres set falber, the ötber 
is- runhiftg bündfeld into thera. To warn her, 
would be to pake a hornel'* nestabout my eara, 
—You say true, ga,id Mr. Selby; but if that 
young lady is yet imcorrupted, one would wish 
to save her from ruin.— I*et the farmer give her 
ä hint, said I; hia asjsumed character will war- 
Tant So great ä liberty. — I will find anopportunity 
to do it, saki he-,' k* the eourse of the evemng.— - 
•Mr. Golltws came in at this time ; he looked 
round him, and was surprized tö see me there.— 
He bowedV Sir, said he, you are enquired after 
4n the ball-room.— Mr. Selby said, This gentle- 
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man is our friend. — Then,' said "Mr. Collins, I 
may speak*before him. Pray, Sir, where shatl 
jkb have our cold collection ? There are none 
of Üie parlou.rs big enough for the Company. 

Let a table be spread in this room, . said Mr. 
Selby, and let them cqrae in parties, e few at a 
time ; that will be nuich better tban tfie parade 
of a supper.—- Yery well, said Colliös, it shaU 
beso then. — He then approached the. ladies, and 
asked Miss Mekombe to t^ke a daoce with hunu 
She made him tJbe same ans wer she did to me. 

Mr. Franklin was going into the ballrroom^ 
and asked nie tx> go with him. I took him aside. 
—Teil me, said I, who is that angel ? He 
smfled. — She is a virgin widow.— ~A virgin widow J 
You have raised my curiosifcy, and you aaght to 
-gratify it.— This is not the time for it, ea*d he,; 
but I will do it briefly. She was eogaged ,tq 
joung Bennet, the aon of our latenecter; he 
was. a fine proinising young man, whodied in hiß 
twenty-fiecond year ; wl>ich misfor tf*ne *o a£- 
iected our «excelknt jxistor, jthajt though'ui ftp- 
^pearance he was ; perfectly resigued, yejt from 
that time bis heakh declined. ^Jr.iSdbynow 
enjoys -the lWäoptg ihe wouW Jiave inhertted ; «änd 
• he is the s©n ainl<:oj*forte]?4>f Mxs, Jäenaet, vrb» 
is >oviqp£ the^best of iwanen. 

I must ask Mr. Selby to : kt y<m »toitbe parti- 
.culaxs »f ^ fmifyt fi»A ***>&** Andient 
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Situation ; and you must wait with patience the 
time and season for it. 

I will do so, said I ; but excuse % my present 
curiosity;— Does Collins aspire to ' ■ To what ? 
To that elegant creature f 

So, so; what put this thought into your head ? 
— Upon my word, your Observation is hasty, 
and so is your apprehension. Let us stop here. 
However, I will teil you, she is above Collins's 
hopes and expectations ; her rank and faarily 
are superior to yours, Sir. Let this suffice at 
present ; let us return to the ball-room. 

I went back, and took my leave of him and 
the ladies. He said, I shall be glad to see you, 
Sir, at the parsonage. 

■ I left them reluctantly, and returned to the 
ball-room, where I found Franklin talking to 
Miss Free will. I kept back, tili he made me a 
sign to advance, and I then took his place. 
Miss Freewill sitting still ! said I, how is this ? 
— It is because I chose it, said she. That stränge 
man hae been talking to me, and saying the 
oddest things !— I dare say they were sincere at 
lea t, said I, for he speaks bold truths. 
' Why he said some things that pleased me, 
•some that mortified me, and some theX frightened 
me. Do you think I may believe him ? What is 
your opinion of him! 
: I think he assumes a low character, in order 
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to be of serrice to some persons in this com« 
pany.-— So I thought; for he has a great deal of 
wtt, and as much satire.— Truth f > said I, has a 
kartk countenancc to those who are wtused or un- 
vnRixg to converse with her.— So it seeras, Sir ; 
for he teils me that I dance too well, and he does 
not like me for it; that it is Unmoral for a 
woman to dress too much, and to display her 
charms to all the- world. He told me that I 
kept very bad Company, and that, as a friend, 
he advised me to leave it as soon as possibje. 
He said, I suppos'e you expect to he married ? 
Let me teil you that no man in his senses would 
marry a woman that had ever set her foot over. 
Lady Belmour's threshold. In short, he gavfe 
such a character of the house I am now in, that 
I do not know what to think of my Situation ; 
he said, that you werö the only honest man in 
the family, and that- 1 might appeal to you. for 
the truth of what he said; and added, that he 
would not answer for you, if you staid there 
* much longer, for the house was contagious, and 
the plague was easilycatched;— Now, Sir, what 
am I to believe? Is Lady Belmour such a person 
as he describes? Is her house a scbool of vice 
and folly ? Pray teil me the truth.«— I must beg, 
Madam, said I, that you will make a prodent 
use of what that worthy man has told you ; it is 
but too trut. * 
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Lordbleßsaae! »qaid «he; I wastold she'was 
-oiie ef the luost polite *ad accomplished women 
In the. world ; öad »tha* her ho«se was the jw/y 
p/flCc lo finisha y otsag persona rcracatioii. 

• Tofinisk it, indeed, said L; her accoipptbb- 
itients and her insinuating rtauners mtakefara 
•dä»ge*Oiw frtetad. 

-And you, Sir, what «nahes you «tay^hew, 
emce you do not approve *ttf— *4 eaine' her«, 
•.Madam, atrthe desire of my Qirtuous Gutriyu*; 
«od I conttntie her« to serve a good girlr-vchö 
is intangled in a <Jisngre^aWe Situation* «-»Mite 
Jones, I suppose ?«— The same. . i 

* Are you not then (she hesitated) attached to 
Miss Jones ?~No otherwise than as to a de* 

«erving womao. I wouid serve her, or^you, 

Madam, or-any other lady, without having any 

privat* intcrest <iu view; but. thifl also is a secret, 

which I beg jau not to .divuftge; • You have 

«tepped «to . the .WQrld . radier -rashly, . bot this 

vistt will iostru^t yov^as rauch, as maay years ex- 

perience. Don't be discouraged; don't alter 

your behavioWj-Madam ; c.let this aubject sest 

4u*hil£, we wäl und an, ofaportunity of . xenewiag 

ät-hereafter» I seeLadyBdmoarfs jeye isoapan 

tus? Javeurine with-.yoortfcand, and iet us go 

-down tbi* dance together.r^iha^e but lit^le ßpuats 

<to -dane^, after whatl feane fceasd, aaid ahe»**- 

* 

Keep up your spirits, Madam ; all sriü ead toH, 
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*pt& you will be unser, and bctttr, and happier for 
the escape you will have.— So saying, I whisked 
her iuto the dance where we happeaed to be, 
and we seemed as active as any of ttoe re»t. 

As soon as the dance was ended, we were 
«ummoned to the collation. I beckoned Sukey 
Jones, and, offering an arm to each lady, con- 
ducted them into the parlour, and seated thetn 
and myself at one end of the table. Lady Bei- 
xnour shouted— - Crosby ! look at Saville, with a 
girl on each hand of him! — Theyboth laughed 
aloud, and were joined by many of their own 
Company,— Joy, joy toyou Saville ! happy fcllo w 1 

This ought not to be allowed, said Richmore« 
Saville, you must spare one of the ladies, or 
admit another gentleman.— At the ladies plea- 
sure, said L— No, said Miss Freewill, I desire 
no more gentlemen here.— Nor I, said Miss 
Jones; I desire no other protector.—- Protector ! 
said Lady Belmour; who would have thought it? 
— -Be quiet, Lady Belmour, said I, and Iet us 
alone ! You are hard to be pleased ; sometimes 
I take £00 little notice of the ladies, and some- 
times.too much; I expected that you would have 
encouraged and applauded me.—- She shrugged, 
and said,— -It is a stränge mortal ! I do not un- 
derstand him. 

I exerted all my spirits, and distinguished my- 
self at supper. Iprated incessantly; they plied 

s 
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tne with healths ; but I had the address to auswar 
them in fair water for the tnost part ; kept my- 
*elf sober, and passed for a strong hiead, and a 
spirited feflöw. The farmer came among us ; he 
made many arch remarks ; and, tfffecting igno- 
*ance of polite lifer and manners, he satirised 
thetn in the severest manner. He then remarked 
ijpon the alterations in the manne« of the lower 
kinds of people, their absurd imitations of those 
in üpper life, and their degtfneracy in conse- 
quence. He gave master Collins some rules that 
madehiin loök sinall; and told him that he 
hoped he wöuld see enough of high life to-night, 
to make him shun it ever after. 

Iwalked up to him; Enöugh, farmer, said I! 
leäw off while you are well ; thk is a night öf 
festivity.— I stand corretted, answöred the far- 
mer, and I'say no rnöre. 

After supper was o*er, Lady Belmour and her 
cönipäny adjoürned to the bäll-roöm, and the 
inferior g&itry sat down totbe statte table; we 
went tö dandng ägain. 

In the intervals I sought for the two ckartoulg 
rustics, but they were sent htfme before we rose 
•ftöm supper, as Franklin whispered me. The 
«arriages were ordered ät öne ö'clock, but we 
did not get away tili two. Collins waited ort 
Xady Betntour töher cöach. «he had an air of 
chagrin ünder an asöuöaed gaiety. As soon as 
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me reached herne, I retired to my apartment, 
and slept away the fatigues of the evening. 

On Friday we did not roeet together tili dfnaer- 
time. .Lady Belmour «eemed grave, and in the 
pouts. Miss Freewill was grown steady ; .each 
seemed to observe.the other. Sukey Jones very 
serious. 

vMrs. Crosby observed that we all looked 
iatigued, she recommended a walk in the air : 
After we had drunk our wine, we adjourned m{© 
the gardeu* I took a separate walk ; my two 
female friends followed me.— I rejoice, said I, 
to seeyou fcCkgether; let me recommend each to 
the other as more than nominal friends; it is my 
wish to be of service to you both.?— Ah, Sir! said 
Sukey, I fear there are snares laid for you and 
forme too: Lady Belmour is contriving to sepa- 
rate us.— I teil you, Sukey, said I, that I will 
pver-reach her. Let her do mischief at her peril ! 
I will detect and expose U$r.— Ab, Sir, Lady 
Belmour is resolved to make Miss Freewill think 
ill of me, and of you»— But thus warned, she 
canno t effect it, said I. My. dear Madam, what- 
ever you may hear.and see, be assured that my 
friendskip for Miss Jones is as innocent as tkat of 
a br other to his sistertr—1 believe it, said she, 
and they shall not make me alter my opinion.— 
Lady Belmour (hreatens w, Sir, said Miss Jones* 
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— s-Let her Uireaten, said I; we shall see what 
will come of it. 

Miss Freewill said, I have asked Mrs. Watkins 
how long she intends to stay here ; and she says 
v — -Why ? are you tired of this family ?— No, said 
I; but you promised to make another visit be- 
fore you returaed. — So I will, said she; but I 
inust at least finish my week here. 

At our return to the house, Lady Belmour 
looked at me witn an air of threatening, yet 
affected to be extremely pohte and agreeable. 
I saw she was meditating mischief, but I could 
not conceive what kind of revenge she would 
take of me, for my cavalier treatment of her. 
We made parties at Cards. Lady Belmour ob- 
served Üiat I was hoarse. I said, I had a slight 
eold, but I made no account of it.— Sukey, said 
she, in a voice louder than ordinary, take care 
of your friendf it isyour office to nurse himm- 
ln what manncr, Madam ? answered she. I do 
not perceive that Mr. Saville is ill enough tp 
want my good Offices, or I should certainly ten- 
der them.— What manner f said my Lady: why 
by oidering some sack-whey for him when he 
goes to bed, and giving it yourself. 
' I shall obey you, Madam, answered Sukey.— 
I laughed, and said, they were both too good 
to me ; for I really supposed it was only a jest. 
i played wbist, aiid spent the evening in- the 
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nsual way. Finding my hoarseness increase, I 
retired early.— Lady Belmour said, Do not fasten 
your door, Saville, I shall see your whey adoai- 
nistered myselk— Your Ladyship isvery obliging» 
said I ; and, wishing them a good night, I re- , 
tired to ray apartment. 

I had a momentary scruple about fastening 
my door, but I thought it would inake me ap* 
pear extremely ridiculous: she will not surely 
come to bed to me herseif, said I ; and I think no- 
body eise would have the assurance to attempt it, 

Wheu I had been in bed about half an hour, 
I heard the footing of sevefal people Coming my , 
way; I had laid mysword behind my pillow, in 
case any of the men should affront me. I ex- 
pected their arrival with some impatience, and 
a foreboding of something disagreeable, though 
I knew not what. Presently the door opened, 
and Sukey Jones entered with a bason of whey, 
followed by Lady Belmour, and Mrs. Crosby with 
a candle in her hand. At thiß sight my fears 
Vanished; Isatup, -and, laughing, said, Ladies, 
you do me too mach hönoar ; I am ashamed to 
give you all this trouble.— No compliments, said 
Lady Belmour, I always take care ofmyguests; 
I have more regard for you t Saville, than you 
have yet deserved.of me, but you will know your 
frknds in time.-—l began to make Speeches, but 
she stopped me.— *Come, drink your whey, said 
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ahe. Sukey, go round to the other side.— «Slie 
did 80, when Lady Belmour broügblf a small 
tafele, and sei down her candle upon it ; then 
pulling Mrs. Crosby by the sleeve, they both 
Karried out of the room, slapped the door after 
them, locked it, and took the key away witlr 
them, and then burst into a horse laugh. * Lady 
Belmour called out, Good night, Saville ! I 
thought it' proper tö leave your nurse to watch 
you, and you are böth very much obliged to md 

TheDevil! said I; his cloven foot appears at 
last. Sukey Bat down on a chair, arid burst into 
tfcars. I läughed»— Come, said 1^ it isweff iti* 
rio worse; take courage, irty girl ! do not bcafrtti<f 
of me, and' I shall not of you. 

ÖM said she, this blow was premeditate<r> 
ttut I dare not say all I think, lest we shöuld be 
overheard.— Sit still a moment, said I; sinee 
tbey have the key of the room, I think it will be 
proper to preveut their Coming in again. I 
jümped out of bed, put on my stockings, shoes, 
and night-gown, and weilt to the door> which I 
bolted on the insidie. Now, said I, we are safe- 
rrom intrusion; I beg ffiat you will accept of the 
Bed, aad I will sit ia tha greät dmir.— Indeed f 
will not, said she. I msist upon your going to- 
bed, and I will sit ki the chair; you will increase 
your cold, and the fault will be laid upon your 
nurse.— Nonsense \ Said I: if I had conjectured* 
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tfie use she would have made of my cqld> I* 
would have concealed or denied it. However, 
as »he has shut us up together, let us, at least 
coaverse freely. Siace you have scruplejs about 
going to-bed, we will sit up > and cottfrive how 
to baffle the achemes of thiß old Messalina. of 
ours« 

I carried the table round to the other side. 
Now, Stakey, said I» this table shall be the bar- 
rkr between us. I on. thi& side, you on that; 
and now let rae teil you the use I will make.of 
this advenjture. To-morrow I will avow myself 
jour protectw, and a$ such I will demand your 
band ©f Lady Belmour. When that is obtajned, 
you, shaU put in. execution. the plap you have 
lyntod sfc h«& h*va- neuer yet fully e*plained to 
190* Forget our wkward-stiuation ; loQk upou 
me as a man of honour, and your friend; ana\ 
as sufih teil nae vrhai you purpos$Ho do with, 
youxself. 

After* some prefacing, she told me she had a 
friend, the widow of a master's mate in the navy, 
wbo, being left with a small sura of money, and 
tbree chüdren, sei up a slop-shop in tlie Borough 
<*f SouthwarJt; that she had many friends in the 
nayy wfeo had made it a point to buy of her ; 
that her btisinesa was considerable, and she, 
wanted an assistaat; that she had offere^ to take, 
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her as a partner, if she could bring two himdred 
pounds into the business.— If I get my bond, said 
she, I intend to put the two hundred into tbis 
partnersbip, and with the rest buy stock into the 
three per cents, which I am told is the best way 
of employing h. Very well, said I, yon bäve 
thought very prudently how to dispose of it, an<J 
if you want any fdrther assrstance call upon me, 
for I am resolved to be your friend, m eveiy 
good sense of the word. — God reward you, Sir, 
said she ; but how shall I get away from this 
house ?— Leave that to me, said I, I will con* 
trive an elopement for you, and be thought in* 
nocent öf it myself.— You promise well, said she, 
and I shall wait the Performance. And now I 
will teil yoo as much as I fcnowof LadyBehnour's 
inten tions. She has told me several times that I 
was not open enough' to her ; that there was 
something my$teriou8 in your attachment to me, 
and threatened that she would know before long 
what terms you and I were upon. Since Miss 
Freewill came hither, she has been still more 
displeased with me. She told me, what indeed 
every body sees, that Miss Freewill has a par- 
tiality for you, Sir ; and said, that if I had not 
been in the way, you would have devoted your* 
seif to her. She hirited, that she wished to pre- 
mote a marriage between yöü, which would 



have been greatly to your advantage, had not 
such a Utile, paltry tiut as I stood in the way of 
her designs for you* 

That she believed your cavalier behaviour to 
her was owing to me; that she was certain you, 
had imbibed a prejudice against her, and that it 
could proceed from nobpdy but we. She con- 
cluded with saying, that she would oblige you to 
declare yourself shortly ; if you preferred me to 
Miss Freewill, every body should see and bear 
witness to it; if not, you should set me at liberty 
to receive other proposals ; but that neither of 
us should deceive her, nor yet treat her imperti* 
nently; and threatened a punishment for us both. 
You now see how she has executed her scheme, 
or at least a part of it ; and it will be wisdom in 
you to guard against what remain3.— Upon my. 
word» Sukey, said I, Lady Belmour is a scholar 
of MachiaxeVs; and she has brought me into such 
a Situation, that I can no longer remain indo- 
lent in her house ; she has found me employ- 
ment, and I will begin this Coming day to exe- 
cute my plan of Operations, if you will promise, 
to second meN— That I will, Sir; for you give 
me hope that my deliverance makes me a part 
ofit. 

As soon as the dawn. appeared, I opened the 
shutters towards the East, and we both paid our 
homage to the nsing sun; admired hi* bea^uty 
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and magnificence, and did not forget ourorisotur 
fo tjie Pöwierwho created that glorious Iuminary. 
This rising sun shall bear witness to ouf virtuous 
frlendship, said I, and remember it is to last as 
toitg as ouf lives! 

* We chatted upon various stibjects tili eight 
o'cTock, at whrch hour Lady Belraour rapped at 
tue doof 4 I demanded, Who is there ?— »AfHend, 
said she: come, rise, and prepare for breakfast ! 
I idnked at Sukey, to give her her tue. We 
shall not come down to breakfast, said I; indulge 
US so far as to s/jnd it mto the room.*-Oh, very 
well, said she, laughing, I will do so, whenever 
you choose to have it.-— In half an hour, said I, 
we will be ready for it.— She went laughing away 
t6 make her report. — Now, Sukey, said I, set 
ytourself in order, that you may not appear to 
have sat up all night. Pwill reeeive Company 
in my night-gown ; and pray let us reeeive their 
cömpliments with a good grace.— Sukey shook 
her head, and looked silfy; I did not look owN 
ytise. When I faeard the trampling of feet itt 
the gallery, I unbolted the door; and in came 
iSady Behnöur, Mrs.Crosby, and a servant maid, 
who brought the breakfast equipage. 

They both congratulated us malkiowly, and 
etrtpxired after my eo/tf, which was rather worse 
than better. Theylaughed, and said a thousand 
ifcpeirtibärt thitigs. I saluted &*& both, aa«t 
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$nswered them in their own tvay, At längte 
thej retired» saying, Get your breakfast* and 
we will return again.— Lady Belmour said, i 
have. a nupUal present for you.-^So^ so, aaid I, 
the bond ia Coming,— -Phoh, . aaid she, somebody 
eise is coming,— Preaently entered a servant witb 
Miss Jones's portmauteau, hat-bog, and all the 
rest o£ her paraphernalia. I bürgt out a laugh- 
iog; Bag and baggage» said L— I cannot laugh» 
said she; it ia a very ttraottt ajfair.— { will make 
it a ^>«f before I have done, said I, jand so shall 
y©m con*e, eat your breakfast, ebild !~I have 
*vo steinach to eat» said she: what will this end 
in ?— I -said every thing to encousage her, but 
she could not refrain from tears,— Clear up your 
countenance, said I» here epmes our^oiwrftff. 
«—She eame in witb Mrs. CfQsby, and, approach- 
ing Sukey, said, I rejoice that you two are com# 
to a right understanding, -And now, Madam, 
Sukey, I will restpre the band you have behaved 
so iuipertinently about; and I choose to dp it 
before Mrs. Crosby, that she. niay bear mtness \ 
never intended to rgb you of it. And you, Sir t 
be pleased to know, that this prüde received this . 
from Lord C» » ■ , as a cormderßtiQn for four 
moöths cohobitation. 

Poor Sukey could not stand this attack; she 
burst into tears, and withdrew to tUe opposite 
window. I tooJt the bond fixua Lady Belcapur, 
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lest she should withdraw it— »Have a Iittle mercy r 
Lady Belmonr, said I; Sukey has never deceived 
me, nor concealed afcy thing it concenied meto 
Inow.— -Very well, Sir, theo I hope you will r«- 
owird her tnrtue- (with a sneer she spoke it), by 
making her a handsome allawance, 

Sukey, said I, will you leave that to me, x>r 
shell Lady Belmour make the terms ? She took 
courage to speak :— Sir, I acknowledge your pro- 
tection, and I trast to your generosity in all 
things. 

Then you are a fool, child ; but no matter, 
you will know the world better than to* trust it 
hereafter ; and you have behaved so impertinent!? 
in the last qffatr, that I do not desire to be your 
trustee again. But, Sir, I expect a present my- 
f elf upon this occasum, said she*— I have one in* 
störe for you, Madam, saidl; but you niust 
wait s.few days for it.— Oh, as to that, said she. 
I leave it, as Sükey says, to your generosity. 
But now things are settled between you, I desire 
you will not play the fool with poor Freewillj 
upon my lifo, SaviHe, that gtrl likes you too 
well! 

I hope not, Madam, said I; I have nothing 
to charge myself with upon that young lady*s 
account, nor will she complain of me.— I had 
other views for you, said she, but you are a 
keadßtrong boy 7 and will have every thing your 
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owh wayj I have given up the reins, and what 
more can I do to gain your good word?— Only 
ooe thing at this time, Lady Belmour; that . is T 
order a servant to get my horse ready-; I will 
take an airing bcfore dinner, and I will meetyou 
all at three o'clock.— See, said Lady Belmour, 
with what an air he commands about bim; and 
I am to take hie ordere, äs a receipt in füll for 
my good offices !— Come, said Mrs. Crosby, her 
at peace with him ; I tbink he has acquitted him- 
self surprizingty well, much better than I ex« 
pected, I assure you.— Your servant, ladies, 
said I; I thank you for all your (I hesitated) 
goodncss to me^— They courtesied, I bowed; 
they laughed, I echoed them ; they retired, and 
I execrated them in suitable language. 

While I was dressing, I gave her Instruction» 
for her behaviour.— And what, said she, must I 
say to Miss Free will? I cannot look her in the 
face.—säpropoa, saidl, I will write a note. to her, 
and do you find an opportunity to give it her. I 
took my pen, and wrote as follows: 

. " Notwithstauding appearaaces, believe all 
that was said to you the evening before last,— 
distrust those of whom you have been. warned; 
a few days will explaiu what now appears inex« 
plicable : respect virtue and her friends; there i* 
nothing eise upon earth respectable. Oberqn." 

Having fokted and seakd this note, I bad 
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Sukey jjood*sftorio\r; and we»t down- stairsv 
tbraugh. the hell, and into the a table* mounted 
my horse, and rode to Franklin'» as fast as pos- 
sible. J made Uaste to teil my friend all that 
bad paet sinee we met at CoUins's assembly. 
He freouenily interrupted me by bis jest and 
raiüery. Hb cemarks and enquiries at last- 
raised my anger, and I began to swear to the 
truth of my assertLon»— Hear i«e t saidl, and be 
convinced of my veraeity : Miss Jones and myaelf 
are both resolved to.leave Lady Belmout's; bufr 
if we go together, you and all the world will be- 
lieve our conjiexioa. I want tberefore to favotiF 
her escape, and to stay some time in (his neigh- 
bourhood. I hoped to have found you enoogk 
my friend . to assist me in this design, but yomr 
behaviour discourages me« Am I to look upon 
you aa my friend or not ? Tbk aifair will deeide 
the question once and for ever. 

He took my band, and assumed a serious air. 
•— My friend, you have taken my raillery too 
seriuusly ; I admirt, I applaud your conduet, and 
will da every thiflg in my power to assist you in 
this aflair. listen to me ia your turn! I will 
send my servant to I ■ * , to take a place in the 
»tage for Miss Jones» for any day that you «hall 
appotnt, and then you muat eontrive tbe manner 
*>f her esGape; I will lend you a servant, with a 
double hone, to coovty her to. If—-, and ypu 



shaH command me in any thing further that iaf 
for your Service. Now are you satisfiecl with? 

mc? 

I embraeed him. Fotgive me, dear Franklin, 
and accept my thanks ! Let your servant go this 
day and tafce a place for to-morrow; this night 
I will fevcror her escape, and to-morrow I wHI 
look out for a lodging for myself.— I will re- 
commiend you to one, sakJ Franklin.— Yon will 
oblige me infinitely, said l; a clean bed-ciram- 
ber, and the use of a narkror, will be sufRcient. 
— There is such an one at your service, under 
this roofi and you will do me a favour by at> 
cepting it.— Dear friend, I thank you; bot I can* 
liot give you the tronble, unless you will allow 
me to make you an aekn(HDledgment.—> Don't af- 
front me, Mr. Saville ! I can afford a skelter for 
my friend, and his Company shall repay me. 
Beeide, I shall sliare in the dtsappointinent of 
Lady Belmour's snares, and enjoy her mortifica- 

I shall eommunicate my pleasure to my friend 
Selby : I -shali introduce you- to a worthy family, 
And you ghall share in my joys and eomforts; 
you deserve the friendship and applauee of all 
good mm for your noble behaviour. 

f was transported with joy at the prospect he 
opened to me, and saw in the back grxwnd mere 
ftiftn was expressed. I talked over my scheme of 
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departure with new spirits, and seemed to tread 
upon air. I was impatient to return, that I 
might prepare for the execution of iU In short, 
I wen t back another man from what I came 
thjther; got home within my time, drest, and 
prepared to meet the Company at dinner. I came 
among them with au air of gaiety and humour, 
answered all their nuTZerte*, made my repartees 
with spirit and vivacity. They complimented 
me upon the alteration in my behaviour; and 
Lady Belmour was effectually deceived, and en- 
joyed her success. Miss Freewill looked serious, 
and seemed to doubt every thing and every body: 
1 paid her particular attention, without neglect- 
ing Miss Jones, who seemed to take good omens 
from my apparent cheerfulness. 

Before we rose from table, I was told that a 
person desired to speak with me. I went out 
directly; it was Franklin's servant. He told me 
he had taken a place in the stage for London, 
and asked what time and place he should attend 
me with a double horse. I made him follow me 
to a place nearly under the window of my apart- 
ment, and ordered him to mark the place, and 
be there by dawn of <day. The stage was ta 
set out at six, and I allowed two hours for them 
to reach it. I bade him be diligent and secret, 
and I would reward his care and trouble. 

I sent him off without letüng him enter the 
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house a sfecond time. I went back tothe cot»» 
pany.— -Whom have you had to speak with you, 
Saville ? said Lady Belmour.— A servant of Mr. 
Franklin's, said I.— Oh ! tbat is a new acquaint- 
v ance of yours, said she.— No, said I, it is more 
tban seven weeks old.— A f armer in this neigh- 
bourhood ! said she.— A gentleman by birth and 
education, said I; &J -armer by accident, or ra- 
ther by good fort%m& ; &ßriend of mint by ckoice 
and election.— She gave her head a toss, and 
looked disdain. I went ön,— My frknd re- 
proacbes me kindly for giving him so little of 
my Company; he desires tosee me to-morrow.— 
And do you go ? Said she.«— I believe I shall, said 
I; butlbavenotmadean absolute promise.— You 
are quite a monarch, said she; your will is your 
law.-— Not absolut ely y said I; it is restrained by 
tlie laws of humanity and civilization, as all hing* 
ought to be. 

You will submit to no laws but your own, said 
she; and I nmst leave you to them, or have done 
with you. — I made her no farther reply. We 
soon after rose from table, and began to break 
iato parttes; I took Miss Jones's band, and led 
her aside,— -Sukey, said I, be cheerful ; the kour 
o£ detiveranee is at ha?id.—ls it indeed f said she. 
How soon ?— This night is the last that you stay 
in this bouse, unless it is vour choice to continue 
in it.— Iiowcan you make such a supposition ? 
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s&id sbe*— l- smilfld, and; whispered het* Take 
au opportuaity of rettriag up stairs, pack up your 
thinga, and gefc ready to depart.— $he answered,, 
1 understaad you, Sir, and will obey yo* preeent- 
ly.— Lady fteliaour catched her wqkL— 0&#ü«»f . 
creature ! said she^— Sukey Ulushed* andwkh- 
drew. I took no notice, bat propofitd'a. walk a», 
usuaL Miss Fr^ewili avoided me, and seeiaed 4 
in the pout&t, The rest of the Company walked». 
conversed, romped in pairs» some. danced upen 
the terrae*, and every one arnused hiraaelf as he 
gleased. 

Misa Jone» caaae, down to tea; we made parr 
ties at cards; 1 took an opportimity to whisoe* 
her,. Retire unobserved after supper.— £ was nrare . 
ltvely thaa cohm-hoü. Lady Betatoar took no- 
tice o£ »y< bekaviour» and seemad pleaaed. with, 
me* I madß aevexal incamai complwumäs t» haß 
and Mrs. Crosby; they retorted with equat«** 
CfrityM. least : wit and gallan try flew about. I w#s 
mor« at ease than I had yet appeaied, and they. 
seemed surprized at my pleasantry.— I fancy, 
Savilk,. said Lady R—— -» you will hear feom 
Mr. Munden, soon;. I wrote to him Um day, to» 
tat hin*, know Uow happy we all are.— I have no 
doufct of your Ladysbip's good offices upon all 
occaeions, said I; there. will soon corae a titm 
when I stall sbew my gratiiude in & proper manner. 

She exulted in her supposed auccess, and 
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I' said every thing that could' lall iiito 
curity. After seme time. I rose up. to retiife» 
When I went intö the Chamber, I obaerved* 
tbat the key was taken awtty. I asked Sukey 
who had it ?— Myseif, said she; I took care o£ 
tbat six hours -ago.— That is well, said I; gjveU 
me now— »I took it, and locked the doof on the 
iaside.— Now, said I, we are safe. I insist upon 
it, that you He down upon the bed; I will nod 
in the great chair, and be ready to wake you at 
the hour' appointed : after you are goue, I will 
take my repose.— We had a contest upon thrr 
porat, betf at last she coasented to take somor 
resfc I took & boek and read for some time ; 
at lfitet P feUaskep* awd did not awafce tili be- 
tweei* two aitf Ave* o'clock. I then openeti 
the w4n«tawy and looked flw d&y-ligb*. I iw- 
locked- and nnbotad thedtoor; the noiseaiwaksn» 
ed my fr'rend; she feared we were discovered; 
I soon quieted her mind ; she rose and got ready 
fbr her jowney.— Now, Sukey, said I, a little 
critieal eourage is required; the opening the 
ball-deor is all thatl am in pain about; yoa 
inust assist me wkh your band* if «ecessary.— ■ 
Soon after, oer atitendant appeared; he whistled 
softly. I beckoned with my band, and pointe* 
to the door. Now for k, said I. She trembled 
fike a leaf ; I encouraged her, but I feit a verjr 
disagreeable Sensation my seif. We took off out 
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sboes; I took the candle and went first. Fol- 
io w me boldly, said I. Down stairs we weht; 
she carried our shoes in her hand. We came to 
the hall-door; she took the candle, and I weut 
to work to take down a large iron bar without 
noise; it was not a very easy job, but at last I 
efiected it. I made some noise in unlocking the 
door.— We shall be heard, said she. — No matter, 
säid I; you shall return no more, and I fear no- 
thing for myself.— I opened the door, and beck- 
oned our assistant. Now, Sukey, said I, sit you 
down, and compo.se yourself; Rebin and I will 
go up stairs again and bring down your baggage. 
She would not be persuaded, but went .out of 
the house directly, and stood by the horse, hold- 
ing the bridle» Robin and I went and fetched 
her baggage, creeping along like housebreakers. 
While he was cording the portinanteau, and 
fastening it upon the horse, I took an affection- 
ate farewell of my friend Sukey, and touched 
her Hps, the first and last- time; for then, as 
Yorick says, the victory was compleat. Take 
thb pocket-book for my sake, said I, the Con- 
tents will be of service upon your journey. 
There is also a direction to my altorney, who 
will negotiate your band for you, • and employ 
your money: there is a letter for him, which 
you must send to the peuny-post. God blesa 
you, apd adieu! 
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The gratcful girl could not spcak tot tears; 
sbe kneeled down, she enabraced my knees, she 
lifted up her clasped hands to heaven, and looked 
a blessing upon me, but she could not artidulate 
a word. Robin mounted his horse; I lifted Sukey 
upon the pillion, shook her hand, and tfade her 
once raore adieu. I told Robin to go softly, 
and attend to the lady's Orders, and then return 
and appear at the same window, and I would 
make hiin a sign to retreat or advance. 

I then returned into the house, fastened the 
door as before with some difficulty, and then 
retired to my apartment unheard and unseen, 
bolted my cbamber-door, and threw myself 
upon the bed, where I slept tili past seven 
o'clock ; when I was awakened by one of the ser- 
vants, who asked when and where I would break- 
fast ? I badfe her bring the breakfast up stairs in 
half an hour: I then rose, drew the curtains all 
round the bed, and waited the maid's arrivaL 
When I let her in, I made sign* that the lady 
was asleep, and must not be disturbed. I told 
her to order the servant to saddle my horse di- 
rectly, and I would ride out as soon as I had 
breäkfasted. 

I had intended to «end my portmanteau to 
Franklin^ by Robin, but had over-slept myself, 
and missed the opportunity. I dressed myself, 
put necessaries fox present use into my pocket, 

1 
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jxacked op my portmanteau, and locked it; theo 
wrote a card and put upon it, with this inscrip- 
tion, l To be sent to Mr. Saville, by a person 
who will come for it' I. wrote also, upon a 
piece of paper which I left upon the table, iu a 
larger hand than common. 

4 This ia to certtfy whom it may concern, that 
Miss Jones is gone to London, and that Mr< 
Saville is to be found at Mr. Franklm's in the 
viUage of S / 

I then went down stairs very composedly ; the 
iadies were not stirring; but I saw several of the 
nten, and wished them a good-morrow: they re- 
turned it, and I went into the st&ble, raounted 
my horse, and rode to Franklin's; diverting my- 
•elf by the way with their surpriae, and Lady 
JSelmour's resentment at losing two of her sche- 
iars, who had run away from her sciool. 

Franklin was at breakfast; he laughed bear- 

tily at my appearance, with my pockets stufied 

.out like a souiggter. I gave him an account of 

the night* s adventures, and my own elopement 

jaftexwards. He congratulated me in the wärmest 

jnanner, commended jny-conduct, and welcomed 

me to his house, which he desired me to use as my 

<owb as Jong.as Lcoujd make it agreeable tome. 

And now betng escaped from the dangers and 
temptation& that lately surrounded nie, for which 
I retaro&aaks toJteaveö first,***ul »ext to the 
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fcouiwel of my most valuable friend, it is time 
that I should close this enormous pacquet, which 
f shall send by the carrier from I ■ ■■ . 

Coogratulate me, my friend ; I am in a vir- 
tnous and amiaWe family, a delightful resting- 
place, after a laboriauspassage throngh an en- 
chanted island füll of doubts and dangers'. 



LETTER XL 

» 

MR. 9AVILLE TO MR. JOHNSON. 

I shall notwait for the acknowledgment of 
my last pacquet to my dear friend, but proceed 
to giveyou, journal-wise, the continnation of my 
adventures here. 

Mr. Selbycalled here in the afternoon of the 
day I came hither ; we had a most agreeable 
conversation with him. Franklin informed him 
of the State of my affairs ; and he gave his ap- 
•probation of myconduct, as you, my friend, 
Tvould have done, had you been present« He 
^appointed the morrow to bring hift tlccttd, and 
•her mother, and friend, to spend the day with 
Mr. Franklin, whodesired, on his part, that he 
votild Kkewise bring Mr. Butler, of whom I have 
made mention before; and he promwed to use 
his inftaence ^rith him.— Mr. Batler, said&lby, 
is a Singular character in this age ; I will.give 
Mr. Savilie some traits of him. He is a mau «f 
5 
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«Jeep tearning, strict virtue, and invtncible mo* 
desty, of austere manners, but of the most be*r 
nevolent and liberal beart, making allowances 
for every one but himself. His merit at College 
was very conspicuous, but his modesty frustrated 
the effects of it. He is poor> and, what is rc- 
mar kable y he bas no desire to be othtrwue: a 
little, he saya, suffices nature; and be bas no 
superßuous vanities or appetites to feed. He haa£ 
some opinions that are not quite orthodox, but 
he does not impose them upon otkcrs; and ae- 
body discovers them by his sermons, which are 
piain and practical; his tenets are only known to 
his most intimate friends ; a resident curacy is 
the utmost of his ambition ; and the liberty of a 
better library thaa he can afiörd to purchase, is 
all the Uixury he aspires to« 

Mr. Franklin now expressed to Mr. Selby some 
surprize at the delay of his marriage.— It is in 
compliance with the request Qf our dear mother^ 
said he ; she wishes us to wait tili the year is 
completed, Jrom the death of Mr. Bennet. I 
pay her the most implicit obedience ; the time 
#f my nonciate is nearly expired, -and I hope 
within a month to be the husband of my dear 
Anna Maria, and the happiest of men. In the 
mean time I am repairipg the parsonage» and 
preparing to receive its mistress. My regard for 
heris of such a nature, as will, I trust, rather 



mtrease thätt (fimmish with traie^aonti age ; m*ty 
we be asliappy as her exeelletvt jiarents were ! 
änd I cannöt wish for greater earthly happhiess ; 
but may it continue lö'riger ünbroken !— Öar 
fHend here, säid^tVanklin, fias shewn'much cu- 
riosity eoncferoirfg thte lehnet farnftyl and srfll 
inore about Miss Melcmbe. I'have promised to 
use my interest with you,*Slr, thät it may be 
grätifteä.— Selby smiled. 1 tnüst fim use wme 
with Mrs. Bennet. But let Mr. Saville see a little 
mbre of us; he can hardly teil at present whe- 
thfer he likes tis or not. — I declared that 'I could 
teil it with as much certairity as rf we had been 
ac'quaihted for twenty years. 

Many lively things passed between Franklin 
and Selby; and I thought the evening too short, 
though I wished impatiently for the morrow ; 
and the night se'emed as much too long. Mrs. 
Franklin is a good wife and mother ; she is not 
a shining character in the conversation way, but 
she is all that a man ought to wish for in domestic 
life ; an excellent mahager without any ostenta- 
tious display of it ; elegantly neat, without being 
a slavg to her ftöuse and fumiture; every thing 
Stands in the right place; every thing is brought 
in the right season; you hear no scolcfing of ser- 
vants; see no uneasiness in the mistress; the 
family business goes on as regularly as ä good 
clock that keeps* the time without yöur being 
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always setting it iaster or slower. Every one 
looks easy and contented, and this l take to be 
a crüerion of a well-conducted family. A good 
and plentiful table, but not covered with incitt- 
ments to gluttony; piain food neatly dressed ; 
good ale of their own brewing, and wines of 
their own making, which I preferred to foreigp 
produce, though Franklin insisted upon inj 
drinking his port, which iudeed was good, but I 
chose to conform to the family style in every thing. 

At length this impatiently expected morrov 
came, and brought in its train the family I so 
much desired to meet; the hours 6eemed te 
move slower than usual tili they arrived. 

You will, I know, expect a particular de- 
scriptum of these ladies, though I have given you 
a alight sketch of the young ones, and they shall 
therefore be set aside tili I have introduced Mrs, 
Bennet to your acquaintance. She is about 
forty-five years of age, her aspect is intelligent, 
but the striking character upon it is benevolence, 
and a sweet. complacency in her manner, that 
encourages you to converse with her* I think I 
could reveal every thought of my heart to her. 
She looks like the parent of all that approach 
her, and the two young ladies look up to her 
with equal love and reverence ; their eyes refer 
every question tp her decision. It would be im- 
nossible to discover which is the cktid of natwrc s 
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«ad «hieb of aiepfiok, urtless yo« *ere teld it, 
the regards and attentions are so equally dis« 
pensed and returned. Selby pays her the respect 
öf a to», and she return« bim the same attention, 
or rather more than she pays to her daughters, 
so let me call them, for no ehildren can be 
more dutiful, no feisiers more affectionate to 
each other. 

Miss"8ennet is a charming young woman, bat 
Miss Melcombe is an angel. The one you could 
wish to be familiär with, but the other you dare 
not approach too near; withont pride or vanity, 
she inspires resf>ect and awe; a savage could not 
offer rudeness to her; the form of a Venus, with 
the chastity of Diana, 

She seems rather of a serious turn; Miss 
Bennet is more lively, though the friends they 
have lost were nearer to her blood, but perhaps 
not in affection. 

But faias that fair creature foved already? 
What Üien ? The objeet was doubtless worthy of 
her; yet I could wish she had never loved, and 
that I was destined to inspire her with the ßrst 
ideaof the tender passion. For, oh! my dear 
friend, I feel that I do love her with the purest 
and at the same time the wärmest passion. To 
you I have no reserves. I feel that this dear 
lady is myfate. I can think of no other objeet. 
I can speak of no other. Bear with me, pity 

*2 



me, eacourage my hope ! When I caftirecoBect 
«nyeelf, I will take up aiy pen agaftu 



I säid hat littte, for my attention was whoHy 
«fesbrbed. I will try io recolisct howewer «omt 
part of tue conversation. Every person pifcöeftt 
was highly agreeable to me; tbe day passe«! 
ftway too fest, i -begged Mrs. BetmetVpermis- 
»Äm to pay my röspects to her. She amwefed; 
that she looked on me a* & meiaber of "Mr. 
Franklin'« famüy, und ehptthi be £läd to see me 
with them. The reply was, ifcethmks, lufifejr 
tingracious; but her smihng antl <complaceät 
manner concealed it from me <at tbe time: upo& 
reflection, I do not half Hke it, Franklin spoke 
'h&ftdsomely of me/ and recommenctedme to»her 
favthzr; sfye cbmm1e»ded4ris icrndnessatidliosfri- 
tality to me. Selby had told her of my elope- 
'mentirom Lady Belinonr'a; Ihe ladies«Il amiled 
«t tbe circumstances; "and -Mrs« Beimet said, 
The consdquences of tbe tfctkm most determinie 
'Ihe mefit'of it; (bat it was £ity so ycnxng a^eh- 
tleman shöuld'be left without«grid&tt%isär& 
%ntr*nceirfto Itfe. Sdby fhen ttoWher ? i*arttt 
had chosen Mr. Johnsdnto bethat gfeide, «ad 
ihat he had undertaken <tbe Office, She prätasd 
this Mr. Jüknswt, and *poke HrignTy of -hffe <dba- 
räoter aiid merits from Ytpvrt } '4oT Jtee fctfd rio 
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fVXBQt&X k&0.wltdge ©f him. I was abashed a* 
Üie &föculti&3 before me, for I found I wjajs to 
ltndergo st prc^ation, before I could be adroitted 
to tbe honour yf her acquaintance, aud receiv<^4 
ia her fanaily upon. my owa account, 

Mr. Butler came juat as we were sitting down 
|o dmaer. He only teturned the friendly salu- 
tations of the Company, and spoke n.p niore tili 
t^e ladies withdrew into the pther pariour. Sejby 
'viüspered nge-'-We do not usually part with tbe 
fadiea» bat Butler will not talk iu their compauy. 
•^He then Hed to uaake him speak. I thank^d 
tarn for the gwd ofticea lie had done uie. Ut 
answered, That it was not he, but his friend Mr, 
Jarvis, who had written to Mr. Johnson, and at 
his desire had iiiformed htm of my Situation. 

I said, I was equally obliged to his relation, 
äs tbe Information came originally from hhu. 
After this introduction he went on; Selby drew 
him in, and made him converse upon many in- 
terestiag subjecte; and be spoke well upon all. 
What a pity that a man of universal knowledge 
fhouldlie un4er such a disqualification. I tiud 
it is necessary to couverse with mcn, as well as 
bo*k* $ to quali/y.a man for an intercourse with 
the world : eveo a boy y a novice like myseif, has 
znore courage ia a mixed Company, than this 
»an of geuius and learning united. 

Whea we went to tea with the ladies, Butler 

f 3 
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was mute again, and nothmg bat monosyllabkr 
could be got from him. Selby said, I bave dk- 
covered tbat Mr. Saville is a good scbolar: he 
shall come to see us at the parsonage; and, 
Butler, you shall read lectures to us both.— 
Franklin begged that he might be allowed to be 
jfresent, and a day was fixed in the following 
week for this purpose. 

After tea, a party at whist was made; I.took 
every opportunity of recommending myself to 
the favour of Mrs. Bennet, whose character rose 
upon me every time she spoke; the young ladte* 
thxew off some part of their reserve, and were 
perfectly agreeable. 

I considered this party as a perfect contrast to 
that I had so lately been engaged in. An agree- 
abie woman, whose conversation is seasoned 
-^j^ith wit_, and bounded by modesty, is an angehe 
creature, compared with one whose language Is 
indelicate, und whose eyes assist the tongue in 
conveying loose ideas to the heart. I compared 
Mrs. Bennet with Lady Belmour; I looked on. 
one with respect even to reverence, on the other 
with mingled Indignation and contempt. If wo- 
men knew the interest of their sex, none would 
throw off at least the appearance of virtue and 
modesty ; a bbld woman is shocking. 

This amiable family staid supper with us; they 
wen! away between ten and eleven. The ladies 
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wnt in a neat post-chaise, which is intended to 
scrve the two familics when divided: Selby and 
Butler were their escort, attended by a boy in 
livery. The day was too »hört for me, and the 
night was but a mental enjoyment of the past 
scenes. I slept not tili day-light, and even now 
2 enjöy the recollection at the distance of several 
days. 

In the morning I saunter about with Franklin, 
* and observe his directions to his servants and 
workmen; I think I will endeavour to learn the 
theory of this farming business. When I have 
collected a sufficient stock of knowledge, I may 
take a farm into my own hands, and live in the 
same style that Franklin does. If I could pro- 
cure such a helpmate as I have in my mmd's eye, 
what a paradise would that farm be to me ! But 
I have much ground to go over first. 

Thursday. Well, my friend, I have spent an 
agreeable day at the parsonage. Mr. Butler 
gave us a lecture before dinner; we are going 
through the classics again with new pleasure and 
alacrity. Mr. Selby is every thing; the scholar, 
the clergyman, the fanner, the gentleman in 
tum, and shines in all tuese characters, without 
affectatxon in either. 

I hoped the ladies would have met us, but 
was disappointed. Franklin and I returned home 
to supper; he remarked my disappointment, and 

I 4t 
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snaikdat iL Selby told me, he hoped I woald 
find the way by myself to bis house, when JVIr. 
Franklin was otherwise engaged. X promised 
that I would very soon .show bim my sense of 
the favour. 



Saturday Evening. Yesterday I took a walk 
to tHe parsbnage. Mr. Selby reoeived ine with 
tbat friendly and familiär air which banishes. all- 
reserve. I told hini the Situation of niy heart 
with regard to Miss Melcombe, and asked bis 
Eiterest with her and Mrs. Bennet. He pftused? 
he hesitateä.— I wish, said he, to do yo* «*r* 
vice. I belieVe you are worthy of that amiehia 
girl; bu t* ■ ■ He stopped.— -*But what? said L 
What objectiori can there be to yoür attemptifig 
to serve me, even if it should not succeed ?— 
That young lad/^ Situation ia. ä partieular one ; 
1 do not khow whether Mrs. Beimet will permit 
me to explain it; I will however ask her Demis- 
sion in your behalf. 

You seem likely to be a cold advOcate, said I, 
discouraged by his air and manner. It aeems to 
me that you do not thi&k me worthy of your 
friendship, or the dear lady.'s acceptanee.— You 
are extremely mistaken, said he j I never liked 
a.man so well, upon so short an acquaintanee. 
1 am going to give you a proof of it^ by inviting 
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you to my wedding, which I Jiope will be cel$- 
brated next week. 

You do me both honour and pfeasure, seid I; 
2 will be your brldeman. Bot let me iraplore 
yourgood Offices with tbe lady.— -I have a though* 
for your service, said Jbue; Qu that day, whep 
Mrs. Bemiet will graut ©e almo&t any favonr J 
•can ask, I will beg of her leave to communicatp 
to you the inemoirs o£ the Benjuet family. Tbe/ 
include Miss Melcomhe's bistory from tbe hojar 
sof her bktfi, and ihey will- explain the peculia- 
xity of 4ier Situation. I will make known yaur 
preteneions to Mrs. Beuu«t.; fori will have no 
idaadeaüue courtships uader my roof. Mrs. 
Bea&et saust decide the important .^uestipn ; and 
«he will do wbat is best fonyauhotU. You majr 
$u4ge by what I have now said .of my franknes? 
«aud jJUiGerity.— I thank you fip>r both with JQjr 
«hole heart, &ai^t I; yo.u have Uouud me toj.au 
•Jjy a tye that can ngver be broken.*~After this, 
i acquajnted vhim with the «täte .of my fartuöe, 
j& far a£ I kuew jt myoelf. 

J rettuned hörne to diuuer, end to mj surprise 
found a «ard from Lady fiekaour aa follOfWs :* 

J?rjdey m 

"JLady Belnaönr pceseoütsicooipIimeDts to JMr. 
JSavilte. ftDtomthafcauding his,cavalier triBütmeat 
4f iaar imd hex iac&ds, .ebe *wü be-gladpf üs 
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Company to dirnier to-day, to meet an old 
school-fellow, and to receive a pacquet from 
Air. Munden/' 

I really feit like a school-boy who expects 
chastisement.— I will not go, said I ; let her 
send every day an invitation !— Mr. Franklin 
laughed at my distress. I see, said he, she is 
trying to Iure you back again.— And if ever I put 
myself hito,hei v power, said I, I deserve all that 
follows. 

I told him all that had passed between me and 
Mr. Selby, and he fejicitated me. I expect, said 
lie, an invitation to the wedding, and I think k 
Tvill be a very proper introduction to your court- 
*ship : wie shall keep you among us, I perceive.— 
I am happily situated, said I, even to my heart's 
wishes ; but I cannot continue with you, unless 
you will allow me to become your boarder.—-We 
will talk of that hereafter, said he ; and led me 
into the dining-parlour, where I apologized for 
my stay. Mrs. Franklin received my excuse 
^ with a smiling countenance ; only saying, If the 
-dinner be spoiled, the lose is your qwd, and 
you must bear it patiently. 

This card of Lady Belmour's dwelt upori my 
mind^ it seemed to me that she was contriving 
some seheme to entice me back to her house, 
lest I should tell tales out of school. I 

ld Franklin sov— Sup$ose, said he, she should 
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carry you off as her prisoner? She hae spirit 
enough for an Armida, but I fear you have not 
gallantry sufficient for a Rinaldo. 

Tbis morning, as I was ßitting at breakfast 
with my friend and his family, a servant an- 
nounced a gentleman on horseback, who desired 
to speak witb nie. Show bim in by all means, 
said , Franklin, laughing, and do not trust yoiir* 
seif out of doors with bim : desire the gentleman 
to walk in. Presently the door opened; and 
who should appear but my öld school-fellow 
George Clayton ! we saluted with mutual free« 
dorn and familiarity. Mr. Franklin desired bim 
.to be seated; and said any friend of minewas 
welcome to use his house. Clayton looked hard 
at me, and smiled.-— You look, said he, like the 
same Edward Saville whom I knew and loved at 
Westminster School ; your behaviour is like the 
^ame person; both are different from what I 
expected, from the account I have lätely heard 
of you.— Explain> my friend» saidt. From whom 
have you heard this account of me ?— He smiled, 
—From Lady Belmour, said Franklin.— Cla> ton 
smiled again.— What, said I, are you the scbool- 
fellow I was invited to meet?— The very same» 
said he ; but you would not trust yourseli in my 
Company.— -Yes, in your Company, said 1, but 
not in that of your socUty. 

Well, said he, every onc has a right to choose 
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tifa cdtrt^ahy. — I was feilen*. Mr. and Mrs-. 
Ifranklih left the Vdom to us : he thre^v a look 
at me, which seemed fco säy, flow will you get 
bnt of this dMrcalty^When they were gerne, 
1 coflected tnysetf and ahswered him. This 
iharge, from a friend and schooWellow, deserves 
* : seri6t» anstfer. Thereare'certain sttuations 
1fr wLicli pblitencss ihust give way tö isincerity. 
ßfee attacked me toith all her arts ; I ehided 
ifcem wrth all my skfll. Fmding thät I was n<* 
easy victitn, shethrew dff the masfc, and bebaved 
Vkh the möst nnparfeHefed effronf cry, 

Lady BelmoüT first laid ceremony astde with 
me; ttnd-rdid the saline fey her. I ich her house 
*ans cerembtrie, and in a way that 1 intendted 
%hbold show my contempt of her desigh's and 
ier prineipies ; and I do not repeiit it. 

Clayton repeated,— Unparalleled effrontery! 
JPoorLadyBelmoar! Prior George Clayton! thou 
'art one of this Society )so ^espised, so contempt 
Vtble ; tut which tmn nowever retort fhe con- 
•tempt it häs leceited. I süppose some cantinjj 
*Methodist-preftcher has converted thee, arid 
"fhoa hast conetemned thyself to stich society äs 
*he recommends.-^Stop there, George! said I; 
You never were more mistaken : Lady Belmötor 
and "her Society are much more fikely to be 
converted to Methodism than myself. Ät the 
Veline 'of * profligate ltfe, peofcle are gla'd to 



4äke shelter in implkäl fai&, and tö eftibracfc 
whatäver is öffefed äs a Substitute for tärtoe* 
whJch reqtäfcs laböar and s&lf-dental; white 
faith cariies theih fcy a short read tö the kope, l 
might rather say the presumption, of fut&re taap* 
piness. There are inöny däfer«nt road* «hrough 
^ife; 1 faate : cfh6eea. <to»ie>' you 4>ave- a-right t» 
choötie yours. I see. *ri*h ctox&rn i 1 is nofwhat 
1 cotild have wished for you ; bat I give y«w up 
to k, and Mfeak-off ftus- c6fivfersatto&, m.which 
botb of us have spöken too freely $ let us excuse 
teach other, and pa*t tikefriende. 

Ferhaps "we may, satd he. Let «a oompro- 
i&ise ; bat I ata sorfy tö see you *o resolute. 
♦I feoi>ed to pfevaü topon yoa to retum with me 
to-diuner «t 'Lady Bfrlmott^s* «tust I gWe k itp? 
— Yda must indeed, Sir : -I wäl 'not again ehter. 
"her Jiouse» 

If ydu *eu)d *eiittire yourself witb me, Said 
he, J would pass my word for your safe retum* 
I assumed -a serious B3pect.*-*-You arte going to 
preaeh agaiü, attidhe;*— Not toyou, Sir,*4id I.-»« 
Well, if i muat gwe up my bommissioft, hfcre, 
said he, taking a lettfer out of Ins poeket, here 
'is something £or yöü; it is fremold Munden»; 
ymi'did not feä¥n 4ih€ke pretise notlojis from 
irim, I am stire.*—I took the kfctär, and readit* 
£shaH'enclose it to'you m this pacquet; it con* 
tained a remittauce of two hundred 'potonds & 

l 



110 

Bank notea. I considered a minute, and the* 
asked him to wait a Kttle, white I wrote a note 
to Lad)' Belmour. He again entreated me to 
return with him; and tried every art, to na 
purpose. k 

At last he threatened mewith thevengeance 
of her Ladyship. He teazed me out of patience, 
and we parted with barely.civility; for. ^e re- 
fnsed to carry either letter or message with biin; 
and, bad I not kept a guard upon myself, he 
had obliged me to quarrel with him. 

He left me very much out of humour ; and 
wi\en Franklin returned, I related the whole of 
our Conference to him. He applauded my be- 
haviour, saying, It was more difficult to stand 
my ground against railkry, than against temp- 
tation, passion, or any seduction whatever, and 
I considered what passed between me and Clay* 
ton as the conclusion of my acquaintance with 
him and the whole society, 

Upon further consideration, I determined to 
write a note to Lady Belmour, in answer to her 
card to me, and to takc a civil leave of her and 
her associates. She had been disappointed in 
her expectatious upon my pocket, as well as my 
person, and I resolved to discharge all ap- 
pearance of Obligation to her; accordingly I 
eent the following note, enclosing a bill for 
thirty pouads. 
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4 Mr. Saville presents compliments to Lady 
Belmour ; the same motives that impelled him 
to leave her house, prevent his accepting her . 
polite invitatiön to dinner; he returns tbanks 
for the civilities he received at her mansion, 
and begs her acceptance of the tnß* enclosed, 
being the consideratum wbich her Lady8hip de- 
manded of him in return for her >cntcrtainment 
and good qffices, of which he shali always retain 
a perfect rcmembrance.' 

Sunday— t spent in the duties wbich I had too 
mucli neglected for several months past. Mr. 
Selby is devout and proper in his Offices, without 
affectation, pedantry, or formality. 

Mrs. Bennet and her two daughters {so let nie 
call them), were at chorcb, and with them ano- 
ther yoüng woman, whom they aJlowed to visit 
them, and improve by conversing with them; 
her name is Grove ? a farmer's daughter, lately 
come to a pretty fortune by the death of a 
grandmother. — Franklin teils me she is laid out 
for a wife fbr Mr. Coliins; and Mr. Selby does 
all in his power to promote the match. 

In the evening Mr. Selby called upon us; he 
«kfrvered Mrs. Benuel's compliments to Mr. and 
Mrs. Franklin, and their guest, desiring their 
Company to dine at her house on the morrow. 
We äccepted the invitatio» with plcasure,— But 
when, said Mr. Franklin, is youx bapgy day ?— 



H'2 

Ywä shaü kaow that toH^wr^w, sajd he.' .. Mn, 
Collins will be my other -brideaiae ; Saville hos 
xräered, Miss Melcombe will be bis partner ; 
MissGrovejColÜAs's.— Do you know,«aid Frank- 
lin, that Savflle bad a mind to be jealous of 
Collinsis. attention to Miss Mekombe ?— It is a 
jtfoqf of Ids pcnjöträtioti, Cottos^did actuaUfr 
tarakeata tifer ef himseif to Miss Melcoirib*. He 
wasjrefased, faut.oot with the pride and disdain 
that many fine women shbw upotosuch occasions. 
He tess t<fld sfae was not a proper wife fbr bim ; 
htA Mb». * Renne* commeadeä . bis Intention to 
aosttty, and >asked bim toiet her havethe bonoor 
to recommend a wtfe to bim. She has since 
fointfed Vwt Dolly Grtree >as a proper person. 
-CoMins diattked her, bot *aid be »aat take sotne 
lirne to |§et over bis diaappointment witfc Miss 
Mekombe; and belooks at her, as if unwilling 
to •gtve.op r hie hapes.— But he is refused, sakl if 
*-$e% staifea, toe is <J*»/W*fy.— Then I will 
■hope, Said i. 

lenctoeMr, Mundend letter. Let me haue 
the pleaswseof feearing from you soon* 

And helieve me akrays 

' * uosfe^ateft4H^yoti*Sy 
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LETTER XII. 

MR. Ätf *DEK TD JfR. SAVILEE. 
MY DEAR BOY, 

Your last leitet was an impertinent one; but I 
have since hea/d, with great pleasure, that you 
are come to a better way of tküiking.— Lady 
Belmour is your true friend ; ahe excused you to 
me; she told me you would, in due time> be all 
that I wished you. 

He* last conürms her prognosJtic3ooncerning % 
you« She eays you are sp much improyed botii, 
in ptjsou and . behaviour, «that I siould hardly. 
know you. . Bu^ you are an» obstinate aelf-wiljeds 
fellow, and; will not außer, her to lead your ehoics 
in any thing* and so you have feiten in leve as 
you thought proper, you young dog you ! How- 
ever, I am glad that you have discovered yourself 
to have certani p assi o ns and pröpensities, and 
tjiat you can speak for yourself upon some oc- 
casions; it will give you proper courage to speak 
upon others, aye upon all.— Now mind what I 
say, Edward, for I am a veteran in tbese cases. 
■— Let £bis g'url be youffr4end f or your campanio*, 
or what you please, but don't let her be your 
mütress indeed> keep her huroble and obedient 
to your will and pteattire.— Don't go to make 
her a seukment, for that U to make her inde- 
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pendent of you, bat xnake her more or less, 
cording as she deserves of you. 

When you corae to town, I will teacbyoü how~ 
to manage her ; in the mean time I send you a- 
remittance of 2001. I suppose you will want to 
make the girl sorae presents, and you rrroat also 
make an acknowledgment to Lady Belmour ; a 
bank note of 301. will be sufficient» When you 
come to London, I will settle accounts with you, 
and give up my trust. — I should think a few years 
travel would be of service to you ; we will speak 
of that and other matters at your return.-— Ibope 
yet to make a great man of you, Edward, and 
then I shall be proud of you, as the work-of my 
own hands.— Present my best compliments to 
Lady Belmour and her friends ; and believe me, 
Your affectionate and sinterest friend, 

Richard MuirD£ir» 



LETTER XIII. 

MISS JONES TO MR. SAYILL&» 
DEAR SJR, - 

As you were my deliverer from a State of vice 
and folly, you have a right to be informed what 
use I make of my liberty. I am happy in the 
Situation which I mentioned to you« Your lawyer 
was so kind as to advance me t wo hundred pounda 
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topon my bond, and takes upon him to negocrate 
mine with Lord C ■ * » ; and this Obligation 
I owe likewise to your goodness. Mrs.' Searle, 
my partner, has very good business, and she has 
many friends in the navy. I pass for a widow, 
and all her friends are mine also. 

Constant employment drives awaydisagreeable 
tbought, and I feel myself happier tban ever I 
was before; and I hope to obtain that peaceand 
tranquillity which attends those who are com* 
mendably employed. . 

As often as I return thanks to my Creator for 
bis iannite mercy in rescuing me from a State of 
sin and folly, and giving me comfortable hopes 
of peace here, and happinesshereafter, I skall 
remember my benefactor both in my prayers and 
praises ; and I will implore for him every blessing 
that heaven can bestow. 

I am, dear and wortby Sir, 
Your most obliged and grateful servant, 

S, Jon bs. 



LETTER XIV. 

MR. JOHNSON TO MR. SAVJLLE* 
JDEAR SIR, 

I owb you many acknowledgements for the en* 
tertainment your paequets have afForded me. 
. I congratulate you on your vict9ty f and on 
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youx defieat ajjso, for yau are absoiutery a captive^ 
thougbi a voluntary oqß. 

The fürst tirne the heart is» subdued is com- 
monly tUe crhis of our liv$s ; and the following 
part takea its char acter from this event. An 
early attachment to a virtuous and amiable, 
woman culiivates and ripeas every great and 
noble quahty; an attachment to a bad woman 
teads to a lue o£ foliy, vice» and raisery. 
. I would not wish a young man to marry so 
early as at your age ; but I would have him en- 
gaged in. a courtship und correapondence with a 
woman qualified to be in timo an amiable wifa 
and mother ; I would have him meet with aome 
dÜficultiea, a» an exercise to hi$ patience and 
ibrtitude ; 1 would have him subdue them by hi? 
virtue and acüvity, and at length receive the 
reward of his courage and fidelity. What a for* 
tunate man are you> to fall into the acquaintance 
and obtain the frtendship of such a family l It is 
wfc a Very easy thing for a good young man to 
choose a wife-that is worthy of him>— The young 
women of the present ttmee are very agreeable 
companions for an hour, for an afternoon's con- 
versation, for an evening's entertainment ; but 
for wives !— look at the wives of the great world ! 
— look atthe husbandfc too, see— «judge— - reflect! 
and thank God you have «ecaped the danger of 
a fashionable wifc. The pujuls of folly and fcp- 



$e*y'afe tcrrible cottipauionsförTife. ' Twoold 

send those yoang trren I love, intö Öie country 

for a wfe ; ahd Trara them not tö make Tier tob 

irell fccqtrainted witU fe l town life afterwards. 

^Thfcüatoer part ot my lessön fflay ye*t be in 

timfe 4ar ytfti ; and it is not cef tain thät you may 

uet want the Former: you fcave a greät deal of 

ground to go over, before you are Sure of Miss 

Melcombe. 

ShidyagricaftuTe, *study economy ; bofh are 

necessary, ^fcdth Tvfll J be beneficial when you afe 

-eettled far-life. 

I respect Mr. Prtmklm, T love Mr. Selby, I 

revere Mrs, Bennet and he*r amiäble daughters ; 

-cultivafe thair friendstiip and esteem, my yourjg 

friend; deserve their äffeetion, and you will 

-obtara it. 

• 'Contintre yotr mafrativeto'me ; if it is pqs- 

sible, Jet me know the liiätory bf Öie Bennet 

feraily. 

fcvery-rhhrg'thät is iriterestihg to you, will be 

$o to your fhend, 

Johns-on. 

1 ■»■»■■ ,.■?; lii.i fi,r, gg 

LETTER X?P. 

UTA. SAVILtE TO IHR. JOHNSON. 

x hank you, dear Sir, for your patemal. les- 
sons, they can never be unseasonableror junwel- 
come to me. 
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. At the ooocltftsion of my last, I told you t 
was engaged to spend the following day at Mrs. 
Bennet's; it proved adelightful one to ine. 

Miss Melcombe plays sweetly; she speaks 
French, she reads Italian, she Las been taiigbt 
the Clements of several sciences; but she con- 
oeals them with as much care as most ladies take 
to dfcplay them. 

My proficiency in music seemed to recom- 
tnend me to the favour of the ladies. Mr. Selby 
plays on the violin, Mr. Franklin on the bass- 
viol: we played several trio's and quartetto's in 
the evening, and sung many songs» chiefly out 
of Handel's compositiona. 

The wedding-day was declared by Mrs. Bennet 
tobe next Thursday, and all the Company pre- 
sent were invited ; we are to breakfast at Mrs. 
Bennet's, and to dine at the parsonage. Mr. 
A. Collins is invited to raeet us. 

On Tuesday morning I took a walk to the 
parsonage: the young ladies were there, looking 
over the house. I was permitted to accompany 
them home with Selby. Miss Melcombe leaned 
uponmyarm; andyet, though I had her to my- 
self, I could not for my life begin the subject 
I most wished to engage her ear to listen to. 

I suffered this precious opportunity to escape 
me, waited on her hörne, and left Selby at the 
house,— happy man!— and returned alone to Mr. 
3 
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TranUin's, accunng myself all the way of (cüy 

and ialse delicacy. 
As I was buried in these *ruminations, two 

men came by on horse-back; they stopped, and 
called to me by name. It was Lord S— and 
Mr. Clayton, two of Lady Belmour's disciples, 
whom I have introduced to you before. 

I saluted them coclly, and was going forward ; 
but Clayton called out— -Do not run away, Sa- 
ville; suffer me to say a few words to you, they 
shall not kß of the hostile kind. I behaved 
rudely to you last time I sawyou: I ask your 
pardon.— So saying, he jumped off his horse, 
and came and took my Land« I gave it hin* 
cheeriully, and we walked together, he leading 
his horse« 

Lord S ■ Said, Who was that divinegirl that 
was hanging upon your arm this morning, Sa* 
ville ?— A young lady who is under the care of 
Mrs. Bennet, said I; but not an acquaintance 
for your Lordship or Lady Belmour.— I know 
that, said he, laughing, 
Come, Saville, do not be afräid of us, weare 

. not so bad as you think us; we respect those 
who are realty virtnous women, though we make 
free with those who only pretend to be so. But 

' pray, my good modest friend, answer me a ques- 

. tion that I have long wished to ask you; What 
is your opinion of Miss Freewill?— I will answer 
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you, said I. 1 believe she is a virtuous gifl, 
but an indiscreet one. 

r I am glad to hear you say so, for — shall I 
# confess it ? I adore that girl ! I love her up to 
- marriage, if I was certain— But, Saville, did 
you never mafce love to Iier, in jest or m earnesl ? 
*— No, never, upqn my honour ! but I paid her 
some attention, because I thought she deserved 
it.-— Thank you, SavJJle, you have set my heart 
at eas.e; I was confoundedly jealous of you. 
She paiA you some attention, thougk—töo much 
for me. She speaks of you with emotion, and 
will not suffer any body to open their lips against 
you.— That is owing to her generosity, said I ; 
' she defends an innöcent man when he is unjustly 
traduced. . 

■ Pray, said Lord S— , what is become of 
Miss Jones? She.is one of Mr.'Saville's flock. 
You must enquire somewhere eise, my Lord, 
said I. I have staid in this neighbourhoöd to 
■ convince every body; that I have uo connexion 
with Miss Jones. ■ A Joseph— yea> a Joseph / 
said Lord S ; but that fine girl that T saw 
you lead tö-day, \vho is she?— My Lord, you 
must excuse me. 

I wish, said Clayton, you would give me a 
Uli upon Miss Freewill. — I do not understand 
you, saidX — A bill of \credit ; said he. Say that 
you know me; that I am an honest fellow, a,nd 
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tto forth.— Not I, indeed, Sir; make your own 
credit with her. 

We came to a style that led to Frauklin'i 
house.— Gentlemen, bonjour! said I v and jumped 
over the style ; they wished me a good day, and ' 
went their own road. 

I told Franklin my adventure, and worried 
myself and him with doubts and fears of I know* 
not what. I wished Miss Melcombe had never 
been seen by Lord S— — . Franklin laughed at 
me.— Surely, said he, in such a country as ours 
there is nothing to apprehend; are we not 
vnder tbe protection of the laws ? what are you 
afraid of?— -I do not know exactly, said I; but 
wberever there is something to hope, there is al* 
ways something to fear. 

Friday. The day is come and gone, that was 

wished for so long. Selby is happy, while I am 

in doubts and fcars; however, my hopes rise in 

my heart's barometerw I am not hated, I am 

not rejected; I have been heard with compla- 

cency, if not .with pity. We met at Mrs. Ben- 

nefs, and breakfasted there, and from thence 

went to church. There was an air of sedate 

cheerfulness upon the whole Company ; but none 

of the rapturous and riotous joy which blazes 

for a day and then expirefe. The excellent Mrs. 

Bennet called upon her daughter to be cheerful. 

Some girls, sakj she, think it necessary to be- 

G 
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have as if they were averse to their own wisbes. 
Detestable affectation ! It is a very bad compli- 
ment to the bridegroom, to look unhappy or re- 
hictant upon these occasions.— I will endeavour 
to behave as becomes your daughter, Madam, 
answered the amiable bride.— Selby's eyes spoke 
his grateful sensibilities. We arrived at the 
church. ' " , 

Mr. Butler prepared for the sacred office; 
Mr. Selby offered his band to his bride, she gave 
her's with apparent pleasure. The office was 
performed ; the lady spoke out her part of it; 
her mother, by a nod, encouraged her to do so, 
We all stood round the table. I looked a thou- 
rfahd tender things to my fair partner, and took 
cöurage to whisper softly to her, What a solemn 
office ! What sacred wprds ! Ho w sweet to speak 
and to hear, between two hearts united and con- 
secrated by virtue ; they kindle my wishes and 
aspirations after the same happiness. Oh, that 
I dared to say my hopes ! She blushed and looked 
down. 

After the ceremony was ctmcluded, we ad- 
journed to the Parsonage, and there renewed our 
congratulations and wishes for their happiness. 

Mr. Selby thanked Mrs. Bennet for the in- 
estimable present she had made him (she gave 
the bride at the ältar). — My future behaviour 

■\U show how dear it is to me} it is my wish 
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and hope ta restore the Wessings which time ha* 
ravished from you, aod ,to be your son in every 
respect. — With pl€asurc, witfr $ridc, I acknow» 
ledge my son ! said sue.— I have a particular 
favour to ask of my dear mother, said Mr. Selby, 
but it sliail not bejust now) she will give me her 
compatiy altme to hear it.— She smiled : I eanoot 
think what it caa be, said »he; however, it must 
be a *cery stränge om, that I can refuse my «9* 
upoa this day. The bride smiled like an angel, 
but her joy overflowed at her eyes ; her mother 
embraced and blessed her. She held out her 
hand to Miss Melcombe, who kissed it; she em- 
braced her.-— My dear Sophia ! my other daugh- 
ter! my sister! said the bride; will you receive 
a brotker from me ? Mr. Selby then saluted her.—» 
Let me be your brotker at present, said he; per«- 
haps hereafter I may aspire to the honour of 
being your father. Sophia sighed; thetearstarted 
from her eye.— How sweet to have a father! 
said she ; and how unfortjjgiate to be forgotten 
by him !— Mrs. Bennet took her hand. Be com- 
forted,. my child ; Heaven, in lieu of thatfatker, 
has given you a mother, a sister, and a brother ; 
and perhaps your father may one day recollect 
and ackuowledge his child. Let us not think of 
any thing this day that can sadden our hearts.— 
Our conyersation afterwards b'ecame general; 
we walked in ,the garden before dinner; Mr. 

g2 
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Selby took Mrs. Bennet aside, and kept her some 
time ; after which he came and took my band to 
lead me to Mrs. Bennet.— I have expfamed your 
pretensions, said he, to my mother ; you tnust 
iiow speak for yourself. 

I did so, but with more hesitation than I 
wished ; and afterwards I took your last letter 
out of my pocket, and presented it to Mrs. Ben- 
net as a kind of credential, in respect to my 
proposal. She read it över.— It is, indeed, much 
in your favour, Sir ; but I must blame you, my 
son, for giving Mr. Saville, room to ex pect to see 
the memoirs of onr family ; you see he has raised 
the same expecßition in Mr. Johnson also : they 
were never meant to be shewn out of the familv. 

I do not see how it could well be avöided, 
said he. As to Mr. Johnson, you know his cha- 
racter, and I should think you might allow him 
to see the Manuscript- without one objection. 
To say truth, said Mrs. Behnet, it has less im- 
propriety to truat kirn with it, than so young a 
gentleman as him before us. 

J will answer, Madam, for Mr. Saville's ho- 
nour.i l know he v may be trusted. I pass my 
word for him. 

Permitme, Madam, said I, to offer myself as 
a Candida te for the dear lady^s favour ; I will 

'nnit to aixy trial, tp any time of probatioi), to 
onditions.— But, Sir, Miss Melcombe has 
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afather /«w^.— I will apply to him, if I may be 
so happy to obtain your favour and recommen- 
dation. 

Well, Sir, it is my son's request ; I cannot re- 
fuse nis warm exertion of his influence in your 
behalf on this day. You shall read tbe papers ; 
you shall send tbem to Mr. Johnson, and he 
shall advise you and us. 

Mr. Selby expressed his joy and gratitude in 
proper terms. We returned to Company, and 
our friends looks told us they were no strang^rs 
to our business. I drew Miss Melcomba aside ; 
I made my confession *with more couragc than I 
expected; she heard me with c^mplacency : sh« 
told me sbe had *faiker f wbo had the only right 
to dispose of her. She allöwed me to visit her 
a» a friend, and did not forbid me to hope for 
her favour. 

Mrs. Bennet took Mr. Collins and Miss Gröve 
apart ; she recommended them to each other. 
She seemed the Juno-Matrona ; the arbiter and 
protector of conjugal happiness. 

At two o'clock we sat down to awell ordered 
and plentiful dinner ; we sat some time after- 
wards. We played, we sung ; every one endca- 
Voured to promote the happiness of the rest. 

At ten o'clock the ladies all retired. Mrs. 
Bennet and Miss Melcombe slept at the Parso- 
naget we took the hint, and wi^hdrew soon after, 

G3 
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irishing Mr. Selby a long continuance of his do- 
mestic happiness.«— »Let us see you often, my dear 
friends, said he.— You may be sure of me, aaid 
I; you haye bound me to you for life.— We came 
away at eieven. 

At my return home, I found a letter from 
Mr. Clayton, the contents as follows : 

Dear 9ir, 
I beg your excuse for my past behaviour, and 
that you will grant me a favour, which will ac- 
celerate my happiness. It is, that you will speak 
* word in my behalf to the charming Miss Free- 
will, to whom I have offered myself in marriage. 
She thinks and speaks of you in high terms, such 
as would make me mad with jealousy, if. I did 
not believe you to be in love in another place. 
Forget my vanity and folly, and do an act of 
generous friendsliip for your old school-fellow 
and friend, 

George Clayton, 

I sat down and wrote the following answer 
immediately, for Mr. Franklin's servant to carry 
in the morning. 

Sir, 
I mußt beg to be excused as to the credentials 
you require of me ; I am not Sufficiently ac- 
quainted with Miss Freewill to use so great a 
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Iiberty ; nor with your conduct and character, te 
be able to pass my word for your vir tue to a 
lady> though I might for your honour to a gentle- 
tnan. However, your resolution to marry, Con- 
tinus my hope of your becoming a good member 
of society, and I wish you success fn your pie- 
sent.laudable pursuit; for, in my opinion, the 
path of virtue is the only road.to happiness» 
I am, dear Sir, 

* Your most humble servant, 

E. Sav^lle» 

Saturday Morningr 

I have just recelved the precious manuscript 
from Mr. Selby ; it affords me sufficient subject 
for meditation of every kind. I am allowed to 
send it to Mr. Johnson. 



LETTER XVI. 

MR. SAVILLE TO MR. JOHNSON. 

I can now teil you that I am as bappy as a man 
in a State of probation can be« 

I have been permitted to explain myself ; to 
opon my heart to the mistress of it. She beard 
tne with complaceacy, though not with emotion;; 
she smiled upon tue, and checked the ardour of 
my declaration. 

Iho^tf said ehe, I am above afiectatioa or de- 

g 4 
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ceit. I would not raise hopes I do not mean tö 
encourage ; our acquaintance *is of a very lata 
date : your character is not yet established, mine 
is hardly formed. I have made no resolution for 
or against marriage. I ihink it is tbe most 
eligible State, and that. a woman Stands in need 
of a protector through life. I think very well of 
you, Mr. Saville. Indeed I like your Company 
too well to give up your acquaintance, unless 
there was a necessity for it. 

I blessed her for this declaration, and was 
going to express my gratitude as a lover. But 
ehe stopped me.— Do not Interrupt me, Sir, I 
have premeditated what I am saying. I will re- 
ceive you as my frknd, and as a candidate for 
my favour, but not as a contracted lover. We 
will be good friends, and remain upon this foot- 
iog.for one entire year from the date of our first 
acquaintance« 

I sighed. Oh Sophia« this is an act of arbi- 
trary power; tlüs is a cruel quarantine l but what 
am I to expect at the end of this long, long 
probation ? In the course of this year« said she« 
we shall know each other's disposition, our vir- 
tues, and our faults ; is it not better that we 
ahould have a reason for our liking or disliking 
each other? Mr. Selby waited patiently his time 
of probation. 

Well, my dear Madam« but at the end of the 
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year what am I to expect ?— Nothing certain, 
Sir; if we then like each other well enougb to 
make a serious engageraent, Mrs. Bennet will- 
apply to myfather for bis consent, and then you 
will have my permission to make proposals to 
bim. You know how I am circumstanced ; and 
I am resolved to perform my duty to my pa- 
rent, however he may bebave towards me. 

Hard terms, my deai* lady ! but such as I 
must accept, if I can obtain no better. I de- 
vote myself wbolly to you, Madam, dispose of 
me as you please: yet I murmured at her insen- 
sibility; we joined our friends, wbo wqre ap- 
prized of all that had. passed Between us. 

Sophia, looked triumphantly ; I rather deject- 
ed. Mrs. Selby cballenged me; What Sir, are 
you dissatisfied with my Sophia; if so, I shall 
declare against you!— I submit, Madam, to her 
laws and yours.«-— Very well, said Mr. Selby, 
then all is as it should be. 

From this time Sophia has treated me with 
more ease and freedom : she encourages me to 
behave as a friend, but will not hear a word in 
the style of a lover. In all other respects I am 
the happiest of men. 

Mr. Selby has recommended Mr. Butler to a 
curacy very near; ne has given him a room in 
bis own house, where he comes and goes when- 
ever he pleases, with free access to a very good 

o 5 
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library, the late Mr. 3ennet's, to which Mr. 
Selby has made considerable additions. 

Sometimes we read and converse with the 
learned, but oftener with tlie ladies, in the most 
delightful of all society, where the senses polish 
•and improve «ach other. 

These, my dear friend, are the true, because 
the rational pleasures, such as increase- by re- 
flection. 

I have a letfeer from Miss Jones, which I en- 
close to you. I rejoice that she is likely to be 
so well established the remainder of her life, and 
hope the fofmer part of it will be forgotten. As 
I have looked upon her as still in some degree 
under my protection, I am happy to be relieved 
from any further interposition in her affairs. But 
t do not perfectly understand what she means 
by putting myself upon my guard, and being 
aware of some impending danger to mygelf, or 
those I love. 

Adieu, my friend. I expect the return of 
»y pacquet; and a letter with your strictures 
vpon it 

Yours sinoerely, 

E. Saville, 
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EPISODE. 

MBM0I11S Of WILLIAM BENNET, CLERK, AND 

HIS FAMILT. 

At the request of my dear chüdren, I sit down 
to write these memoirs of the most interesting 
events of nay liie, for their satisfaction, and tbe 
benefit of our posterity. 

The virtues of our ancestors, are examples for 
us to imitate; their failings and defects are 
warnings for us to avoid them. We cah only 
propose the example and the warning ; but the 
xight application of both, depends on those wh* 
recetve them. l£ the soll is prepared by due 
cultivation, it will bring forth twenty, fifty, or aa 
hundredfold, May such be the increase in the 
minds.of my amiable and beloved children-t 
. I am descended from a good family, whkh 
formerly lived in a State of affluence; but by 
the expences of our ancestors, and the increase 
of luxury, was reduted to a smaü estate, which 
descended to an eldest son: my father was the 
jounger b rother; he was a clergyman of the 
church of England, who uxuted the Christian 
faith and morals, in his doctrine and in hu 
practice. I am the younger of two soas; tbl 
extravagances and profligacy of the eldest (who 
died at twenty-five years of age, of tbie coase- 

06 
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quence of his irregularities) obliged my fathcr to 
restrain himself in his expences for me. I early 
declared my wishes towards the profession of my 
father, whom I aspired to resemble in every re- 
spect. My godfather, assisted him in the ex* 
pence of an university education for me. I 
werit through my studies there with credit and 
sucqess; and afterwards took upon me theoffice 
of college-tutor to several youths of fortune and 
family. Among these was a young gentleman, 
whose name was Lucas, He was bred up at 
Westminster School, where, by his riotous com- 
panions, he was early initiated into all the mys- 
teriea of vice and folly, which are bat too well 
known to tbe yeuth of the present age : from 
tl&ence he was sent to Oxford, where he mede 
acquaiutance with some yonng men of an en* 
thusiastic turn, who led him into the abyss ef 
Methodism. A raind, convicted of sin, is gjad 
- to lay hold on any thing that will be acceptect as 
a Substitute for virtue; but in a short time after, 
his reason revoHed against this implicit faith. 
From one extreme point he flew to the other; 
he read the works of Bolingbroke, Hume, and 
Voltaire, and fancied himself convinced? by thejr 
doctrine: he renounced tbe tenets of Chris« 
tianity, and became a professed advocate foi 
lufidelity. 
In Xhfe sta^e I fbund him. I put into his 
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Lands, Tillctson, Glarke, Sherlock, and Mrl 
Locke's Reasonableness of Chmtianity. By rea- 
soning upon them, I h«cKthe happiness to con- 
vince hirn of his errors in judgment, and to re- 
concile his reason to his faitb ; and he once 
more owned himself a Christian.'" 
• .He publicly declared his obligations to' me. 
I gained nrach credit by his co Aversion. He 
wrote to his mother and told her how much he 
valued me. In consequcnce 1 received a most 
polite invitation to accompany him into Staf- 
fordshire; my friend urged me to accept it: 
and, with my father's permissioir, I attended him 
to his family seat* where I met with a joyful 
welcome from the family, whieh consbted of 
Mr. Lucas's mothef, a respectable lady; Mrs. 
Horton, her sister; a woman-grown daughter 
of each of these ladies; and another young 
woraän, a relation and dependant upon the 

family. 

Mr. Lucas had been early spoiled, by the 
fond indulgence of his mother to her only sön. 
But he now professed a reformation of every 
kind, and attributed all to my friendship. Mrs. 
Lucas ofiered me presents of yalue, whtch I re- 
fusedj and said, that her son's friendship was 
mybest recorapenoe. The young ladies were 
both handsome and amiable. Miss Lucas was 
generally thought the finest woman. Miss Hör* 



134 

ton was much lower.in stature; but whenever 
she spoke or smiled, sbe had a thousand inex* 
pressible graces about her mouth; 'her person 
seemed to receive new animation, and every 
word she spoke found its way directly to the 
heart. To mine,.it spoke a language new and 
expressive; and inade an impression there, which 
neither time nor absence could ever erase. I 
dared not declare my passion, but preserved a 
distance and reserve becoming my Situation and 
late acquaintance. There was however a secret 
intercourse between us, though we seemed mu- 
tually afraid of each other, Mr. Lucas pre* 
sented me to all his neighbours as tue chosen 
friend of his heart, and one to whom he owed 
great obligatioas. Otlr visit passed agreeably, 
upon the whöle; but I had two causes of pain 
at my departure; one, a too apparent attention 
of Miss Lucas to rayseif; the other was, the un- 
certainty of my Situation with respect to Miss 
Horton. 

Soon after our return to Oxford I reeeived a 
letter from Mr. Withers, with a proposal for me 
to aecompany Mr. Lucas in his intended tour 
through France and Italy. I begged leave to 
decline this offer, as my father was advanced in 
years, and declining in his health. 

This answer was not satisfactory. Soon afiter 
I reeeived a letter from Mrs. Lucas, requesting. 

I 
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ine, for herson's sake, to give him my Company. 
She mvited me to repeat my visit, and to settle 
tbe terms of our agreement, as soon as we could 
be spared from College duties. 

I sent thie and the former letter to my dear 
father, and desired him to answer this proposal 
for me in whatever manner he pleased. My 
father declared agäinst it in the strengest mah- 
nen He answered Mrs. Lucas's letter, declining 
the. proposal ; at the same time acknowledging 
her kindness and generosity towards me, and 
begging the continuance of her friendship and 
esteem for me. But to me he gave much stronger 
reasons for Jus refusal. 

II I have seküom known a young man make 
'• this Tour, said he, but he returned the worse 
~ u for it, either in principles or practice, but most 
u commonly in both" 

After this admonition from my father, I per- 
severed in my refusal. Soon after, I was ho- 
noured with a letter from Miss Lucas, acquaint- 
ing me that her mother was not well enough to 
write herseif, but that she reque3ted me, by her 
band, to look out for her, and to recommend a 
proper person to be her son's companion; for 
that he would not permit ariy person to assume 
the title of his governor. 

I acquitted myself of this commission. ' I re- 
commendecLa worthy young man of the name of 



136* 

Bates, whö gladly aceepted the offer. He ac- 
companied Mr. Lucas and myself on a visit to 
bis raother, wbere the terms were settled, and 
every thing agreed. While we were there, Mrs. 
Lucas, who had long been in a declining State, 
died. Her son and daughter were deeply affect- 
ed by her death. 

Duringmysecond visit here, I explaiued my- 
self to Miss Horton, and solicited her favour. 
She received my address with modest confidence ; 
she confessed it gave her pleastire, but she fore- 
saw a great obstacle in the way of our rnutual' 
happinegs.—- Miss Lucas loves you, Sir, saidshe; 
she has a good fortune, she has many fine qua- 
lities; I shall be sorry to be a hindrance to y©ur 
making your fortune. I assured her of my lovey 
and of my honour; that if she would share my 
Iot, which was likely to be an humble oue, I 
would refuse the highest rank or fortune for her 
sake. We agreed to keep our engagement secret, 
tili such time as I should be in a Situation to 
marry; and to conceal our mutual affection from 
the eye of Observation, Miss Lucas behaved 
with the utmost attention and politeness to me. 
I staid only tili Mr. Lucas made the neceasary 
preparations for his departure, which made our 
adieus very affecting on all sides. I accompa- 
nied him and his companion to Harwich, from 
whence he proposed going thiough Holland 
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aod Flanders before he should raake the tour of 
FranCe. 

At parting he embraced me with tears in his 
eyes. I shall never forget the obligations I owe 
you, my dear Bennet; I shall fulfil my mother's 
request, and my own inclination, in giving you 
the first living that is vacant; I promise it to 
-you, and you may rely upon my word. 

I made my grateful acknowledgments in suit- 
able terms; I recommended Mr. Bates and him 
to each other*s care, and returned with a heavy 
heart to Oxford. 

During my stay with him, I received a letter 
from the gentleman who had been guardian to 
Mr. Lucas, which contained a formal proposal 
of Miss Lucas's hand and fortune, which he was 
authorized to make me; and acquainted me 
that the lady's fortune w«s füll tea thousand 
pounds. 

My confusion waa*<£ jpcat upon reading this 
letter, that my father desired to koow the cause 
of it. I then opened my heart to bim, and told 
him of my engagement to Miss Hortou.— Thcre 
h no room for a moment's doubt, aaid my fa- 
ther; even if your heart were not so dceply at- 
tached, an engagement of this kind is sacred. 

I am entirely pf your opinion, S«y *aid I j I 
will write that I am engaged already, and can- 
nofaccept the proposal. — Then you will act hke 
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mn honest man, said he, and you may expect 
the blessing of hcaven upon your engagement.— 
I wrote accordingly, that my heart and my pro- 
mise were already engaged, and that I Lad uot 
£he shadow of a wish to be released frora my 
vows.— I wrote also to Miss Horton, acquainted 
her with the proposal I had received, gave her a 
trauscript of my answer to it, and referred my* 
seif entirely to her pleasure in respect to the de« 
ciaring of our engagements.— 1 waited with im« 
patience, and not without uneasiness, for an 
answer to my letter; a thousand disagreeable 
apprehen&ions distuxbed my mind : at length the 
expected letter came, and opened a new scene 
of action to me 9 which decided the principal 
evente of my lue* I transcribe it in this place» 

" Dear Sir,, 

Your letters have produced stränge effects; it 
was some time before I could compose my mind 
enough to give you an account of them. 

Our engagement is, indeed, declared; but I 
must go back to the time when my cousin was 
expecting your answer to her proposal. 
. She threw out hints to my mother and me, 
that she had a treaty of marriage under consi- 
deration, and that she was certain both of us 
would approve her choice» 
,At length Wr. Withers came, and brought 
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your answer; which produced a great alteration 
in Miss Lucas, who grew silent, reserved, and 
unhappy. She shunned our Company, except 
at meals, and then withdrew soon after. Your 
letter to me arrived a few days after, and I theu 
understood pcrfectly the cause of her uneasiness. 

My mother begged her to cornmunicate the 
cause of her concern to her; but she desired her 
to excuse her. She looked at nie as if ex^pecting 
me to speak to her. 1 looked down, blushed, 
and kept a profound silence. Whether my be- 
haviour raised her suspicions, Idon'tknow; but 
one day, while I was Walking in the garden, she 
went into my room, looked into my drawers, 
and found there several of your letters, but 
above all your last to me. This discovery roused 
her from her silent melancholy. She came down 
stairs, rang the bell violently, and ordered the 
servant to call me: " Bid Miss Horton come to 
me/' When I went into the parlour, her pas- 
Bion exceeded all description. She called me 
traitor ! deceiver ! every thing that was bad; I 
guessed the matter presently; I pitied her* and 
endeavoured to keep my temper and my resolu- 
tion. I gave way in silence, and let her run 
herseif out of breath. 

When my mother came in, she found us in 
this Situation; she was astonished past expres- 
ßion, and could only say, What is the matter? 
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— Here, Madam ! see here what a daugbter y ovt 
have ! what a friend I ! what a sejpent I -have 
fostercd in my bosom, and now it stings me to 
death !— So saying, she gave my mother your 
letter, and then sank back into her chair» 

I besought my mother not to judge of ine 
hardly, that I could not accuse myself of any 
thing wrong, except concealing your addresses 
from her; as for the rest, I had not deceived-or 
betrayed any one. That I had reasen to com~ 
piain of my cousin, for looking into my paf>ers; 
but that she had been punished severely for it, 
and I forgave and pitied her.— Pity mel said 
-she; am I fallen so low aa to excite your pity ? 
No, I hate, detest, and despise you ! 60 from 
my house, I will harbour you no longer ! 

My dear cousin, moderate your passion, and 
hear me; suffer me to teil my story, and to jus- 
tify myself. 

I will hear not hing \ I know enough : you have 
robbed mel— Robbed you, Madam! — Yes> 
robbed me of the only thing I valued upon earth : 
havejyou not stolen Hennefs heart from me ?— 
No, Madam, he made a voluntary gift of it to 
me, before you had any pretensicms to it.— Don't 
talk to me : get out of my sight ! I shall go dis- 
tracted if you remain here !— My mother saidf 
Maria, leaveus; go to yourown Chamber, an$ 
I will come to you soon. 
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I ieft tbem together, aad went up to my 
charaber, where I spent a wretched hour, ac- 
cusing myself as if I had committed the greatest 
crime. At length my roother came to me; I 
threw myself at her feet, and begged her to hear 
me. 

I told her the whole of our connexion, tfrom 
ihe very first hbur that you honoured me with 
your notice. She heard me patiently and kind- 
1 v ; she raised and embraced me. 

My dear child, be comforted, repose your 
sorrows in the bosom of your pareut; this is an 
indiscTeet connexion according to the world's 
judgment; but, if Mr. Bennet prefers poverty 
with you, to affluence with another, what right 
have J to refuse my consent? the heart will 
choose for itself; and if the attachment be 
founded upon virtue, it must be a crime to op- 
^ ose it. I must leave it to you to. choose your 
own lot ; it is you that must abide by it 

I gave my dear mother a thousand thanks and 
blessings for her goodness; I told her the ron- 
cern I was under for my cousin, and my wishes 
for her peace and happiness. My dear, we must 
leave this honse directly; perhaps when this af- 
fair is-blowu over, she may wish to see me again; 
kpt you, 1 am afraid, she never will« I will take 
a* proper leave of her, and if she will permit it, 
you shall do the same.— My mother's kindness 
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^almed my ruffled spirits; she went from one to 
the otber all tbe day; she tried to^romote a re* 
conciliatron, but my cousin would hear no rea • 
son. The next day my mother wenj to Mr. 
Styles's, a tenant of the family; she asked him 
to take us to lodge and board for some time. 

At my mother's return, we prepared for our 
departure : I begged to take leave of my cousin, 
but she refused to see me. 

I find it high tlme to conclude this letter. Di- 
rect to me as you will see in the Cover; write to 
nie soon ; restore my peace and tranquillity, and 
dispose of me as you please. 

Maria Hortoh/' 

I read this letter with great emotion, and 
then gave it to my fatlier, and asked bis advice 
how to proceed.—- There is but one way, said he; 
write to Mrs. Horton immediately; offer thie 
house as an asylum to her and her daughter.— 
You are the best of fathers, said I ; and I can 
never express my sense of your kindness to mei 
—You shall give me a daughter, said he, that 
shall be the comfort of my old age.-— I flew to 
my father, I embraced and thanked him, more 
indeed by actione than words, for my joy rose 
almost to rapture.— He observed me.— Harkee, 
y oung man ! let me lower .you a little : hox? äre 
you to maintain a wife?«— Dear Sir, ssaid I, she 
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"brings me a liteie fortune of her own; I shali " 
get a double curacy; and your goodness will 
piece out a scanty income, tili such time as I* 
can get some preferment.— And when is that tö 
be ? said my father, smiling^ 

Sir, I have a promise from Mr. Lucas.— My 
father shook his head.— You shall marry the 
lady, said he, and you shall be my curate, tili 
you can do better. You shall be all iny boarders, 
and you must pray for my life, that you may 
still have a house over your head. Go, write 
your letters, and pursue the plan I have chalked 
out.— I wrote to Miss Horton in the terms of an 
accepted lover; and prevailed On my father to 
write himself to Mrs. Horton, as the invitation 
would come morc properly from him. I told 
them I should only wait for their answer, and 
set out immediately to fetch them to my father's 
house. 

We received answers as soon as they could 
possibly reach us.— Mrs. Horton thought it waä 
better for us to wait some time, tili Miss Lucas's 
resentment should be abated, before we married. 

I was ef a different opinion; that when once 

cur marriage was celebrated, and tfeere was no 

' remedy, Miss Lucas would return to a right way 

of thinking. I wrote to Mrs. Horton, and told 

her she niight expect to see xne soon after the 
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tjM* wrftings ;' anrf as soon as they werfe finished 
and executtd, my father married me to my dear 
Maria, and made me the happiest of men ; ge* 
fleKmt bynätufe, frugal by necesiity, shespared 
frokn herseif to mliere the wants of others« She 
ÜeVer spent a penny idly, nor bought any thing 
soperflaoos to adorn her person ; yet there was 
such neatness and elegance in her dress and 
fnanner, that any body would have given her 
credit for three times the money she expended, 

To my father and her own mother, the most 
ddtiful and tender of children; to me, a most 
smiable wife« -Ldoated apon her, and yet thought 
I could not love her enough. 

Stich tww— Oh rather let me bless heaven that 
I cän say, *uch ü the woman who honoured me 
withherhand! such is the mother I gave to my 
children; such are the qualities a man should 
seek for, in the woman he chooses for bis com* 
panion throttgh life. 

I wiH check my pen which knows not liow to 
stop an this subject, and only ntter the final wwh 
of my sotd, which is'(if God so please) that I 
may not sünmre this excellent woman.— I pro- 
eecbVwith myiüstory. 

About three months afler my marriage, I re- 
eeitted a letter from Mr. Lucas, in whitti he re- 
inembered hia former friendship« He said, he 
had a stränge letter from hissister, in which she 
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complained, that I had behaved unhandsomeTy 
to her, and made a difference between her and 
her relations $ desiring him not to give me the 
Irving he had promised, but keep it for one more 
worthy of it. He said, she had told him no par- 
tieulars, and therefore he desired to hear them 
from nie. He desired me to write to him at 
Montpelier, where he was at that time, and 
should stay aome months onaccount of his health, 
which was not good enough to proceed to Italy. 

I wrote an answer immediately, in which I 
guarded the ladyVhonour as carefully as my 
own. I told-him, that I had presumed to solicit 
Miss Horton V band» without Consulting Miss 
Lucas ; that she reeented my bebaviour ; that I 
was *ct»ally married to his fair cousin ; that I 
reUtfd upe» his friendship to reconcile us both to 
his» sUter, for whom I had every sentiment of 
esteem and respect ; and hoped his. return woüld 
reunite «s all. 

I received an answer to Ulis letter as «oon as 

» 

I coakl expect ; and also one from Mr; Bates 9 
expressinghis apprehension*for Mn Lucas'slife, 
and fearfhg a comumption» 

Mn Lucas expressed himself to the same effect, 
and I began ardently to wtsh for his return* *t 
wrote to arge him to come back, if his health 
was not soon re-estabiished. I gave him some 

Hl 



terious advice, and assured him of my wann 
affectkm towards him. 

Mr. Bates answered this latter on hb behalf ; 
said, that he was m a place recomiae&ded for 
his disorder ; tbat he would not go to Italy, an* 
less he were quite restored ; that his eonduci 
had been prudent and rfcguhtr in all respects; 
that he bad frequently serious Conferences with 
him ; that he repented sincerely the follies and 
errors* of his youth. 

I wrote again to Mr. Bates, desiring bim by all 
means to let Miss Lucas know the Situation of her 
brother : and wished him to come horoe directly» 
if he was able to bear the jonrney. Afterwards 
I consulted my wife and mother, whether it 
would not be better to give Miss Lucas immediate 
nottce of her brother's danger ; it was thought 
proper to do so, but notundereither of ourhands. 

My fatber used the pen and wrote as follows : 

•' A wann and sincere friend to Miss Lucas» 
thinks it is his duty to advertise her, that her 
brother is in a very bad State of health at Mont- 
pelier ; that his malady is of the consumptiva 
kmd, and it is apprehended he is in some dangec. 
He leaves it to Miss Lucas to make what use she 
thinks best of this Information; bot in case a 
dreaded event had happened, before she was 
prgpared, he could not have forgWen himself. 

Philocjlb»/* 



We found ouwelves inore easy and satisfied 
after we had given this iaformation ; we ea» 
quired what »se was made of it ; and lieard that 
Miss Lucas was set out for the continent pre- 
sently after recemng our letter.— Oh, said I, 
that she had not banished her friends ! I would 
cheerfuily have attended her to Moaspclier, and 
have paid the duties of friendship to both skter 
and brother-. 

Soon after the arrival of Miss Lucas at Mont- 
pelier, Mr. Bates wrote me woid of this event ; 
he supposed fron» whom she received the inteili- 
gence of her brotber's illness; he rejoiced that' 
the was present, to see that all kind of attention 
and care was paid to her brother, of whose re- 
covery there were bat ljttle hopes. 

I wrote to Mr. Bates, and received his answers 
constantly, with an account of the progress of 
Mr. Lucas's distemper, and at last of his death. 
He died like a man* and like a Christian, be- 
queathed his whole fortune to his sister, but 
reminded her of bis obligations to Mr. Bates 
and me* 

. Miss Lucas determined to bring his body hörne, 
to be interred with his ancestors. Mr. Bates 
attended it ; he gave me notice of bis arrival, 
I went uninvited, and attended the funeral o£ 
my friend. I set out the rainute after/ travelled 
all night, and came hastily home. 

h 3 



; It was füll two months a/ter the funeräl, tfcat 
oac day, aa Iwain my study, my wife came to 
•m vtitk mark« of stujfiriae in her counten&nce» 
— My dear. William» aakl ehe, prepare for a 
snrproe— Of wbat kind, my love, said I ?— Said 
•He, There is a chaise and six horses now entered 
fcur yard ; & mournmg one, with two servants in 
mournlng ; it can be but one peraon in the world« 
— Let us go, said I ; let us hasten to meet her ! • 

I tookherband^andled herout. Theservant 
came to meet us, to teil us that a lady.was come 
into the parlour» I hastened thither; Maria 
hurig upon myärm. I feit somewhat confusedi 
As soon.as we enteced therootn, MissLncaa 
van into her cousin's arms, the tears flowed fest 
down her cheeks. Forgive me, Maria ! my deav 
consin, forgive me! ßaid sbe.— Maria oould not 
speak; she embracöd her couain, she wept, but 
could not presently ahawer her, 

Miss Lucas repeated, Can you forgfrd me ?— ♦ 
Forgive you! ohmycousin, myfriend! I have 
never ceäsed to lov* you!— Then you are an 
angel ! but you always were my superior in every 
thing. I häve-never' been bappy since our Sepa- 
ration ; and I come now to seek your fbrgiveness, 
that I may be at peace with rayseif.*— Don't ssy 
so! my dear Cousin! spid Maria. I knew you* 
fteart could not resent always ; I knew it woul<J 
**.turn to mine.; I knew you better than you des) 
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yourself.— -You are too good; saki Mies Lucas ; 
but I have more pardons to ask,-*tutniBg tx> me, 

Not one word io that style, my dear Madam ! 
Yes, one wwrd y Sir ; Was it not yeu that ad* 
vised me* of my brother^s sitoatioa iWto was* 
Madam.— I knew it could be nobody eise. Oh > 
Sir, you have lost a friend !— Sbe wept.*— Bat I 
will restore anotber to you, I have seen my 
faults, thank God ! and I live ia hopes to amend 
them.— I begged. her to say aothing that could 
occasion dkagveeahk recoilections ;. she became 
rnore composed. She asked for her auntj wbö 
had Ueea prepaning to see her<wkhbot emattoat 

When she camt t« ws» }fafa Lucas iaa aal 
embraced her. 

After aur firat enottons were abated, she pre- 
sented eacb of ua witb * ring with her brothert 
hair, set round with hrüliante ;— " By my bro- 
ther's order," said she. 

She said every tbing generous and kind, and 
•eemed to enjoy this recoaciliation as tue first 
wish of her heart. 

My iather was surprized to see so fipe a lady, 
and to hear her generous confession of her past 
faults : she said, it was the first happy hour «he 
had enjoyed, from the day her aunt and cousia 
left her house. 

After dintier, when the servants were with- 
drawn, she said, I have but one thing more t? 

u 4 
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say» my brother desired that I would give the 
two livings* as they should fall, to you and Mr. 
Bates; the Option shall be yours, Sir.— I offered 
to speak.-— I will receive no thanks, saidshe ; I 
only fulfil the desire of your friend, who blessed 
you with bis last breath. 

After this she seemed to recover her spirits. 
She spent a week with iis, and behaved with the 
greatest kindness and politeness to us all. 

Sooft after Miss Lucas returaed home, she 
was very pressing to her aint to come over to 
her : Our dear mother was un willing to leave us ; 
she delayed her departure tili the summer. Miss 
Lucas continued urgmg her by letter, and gave 
such reasons as made it impossible tp refuse her. 

" I am besieged, my dear aunt, said she ; the 
fortune I iaherit is the occasion of much trouble 
tome: I am as much tonnented with suitors as 
Penelope was of old. Mr. Withers is against 
me; he says it is my duty to marry, and en- 
cpurages new suitors as fast as I send away the 
old ones. 

" If my dear aunt will not come to me, I will 
ßjiut up my house, go to a distant part, change 
my name, and conceal my fortune, that I may 
enjoy my own comforts, and live after my own 



manner." 



Mrs. Horton wrote in answer, " That she was 
preparing to wait upon her." 
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Mrs. Horton and Miss Lucas wrote in turn to 
inj wife, and informed us of every thing that 
passed with them. 

The year fbllowing brought forward a new 
series of events, that ended in the accomplish- 
ment of all our wishes. The first step towarda 
it was, that one of the livings in Miss Lucas's 
gift becarae vacant. 

It was in an unpleasant Situation, a lonefy 
village, far removed firom all our friends. 
. The other living, was Miss Lucas's own parish, 
which she supposed would be more desirable to 
myself and my wife : if I chose to wait for that, 
I migkt depend upon it. 

I answered her letter to tbis effect : " That I 
was under the same Obligation to Miss Lucas, 
whether I accepted or declined it ; that I shouid 
refuse any preferment, however advantageous, 
that could interfere with the duty and affection 
I owed to my dear father ; and that all other 
considerations vantshed before it* 

Secondly, that I had a predilection in favour 
of the dear village where I was born, and where- 
in I had spent so many happy years : that my 
father intended to use bis interest with the pa- 
tron, for the next turn of tbe living of S— — 
for me; or, that if my father's äpplication-should 
not succeed, I woüld wait in expectation of her 
goodness, in regard to the other living; but that 

n5 
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Jtftatever the event might be, she had böundfce 
atod min« to her, in an eterual boad of gratitudr 
and Obligation." 

This letter M rs. Horton gave to her cousin ; 
she smiled on reading iL Teil your son, said 
ffoe, that he is a pro««? »uro, and choosea to be 
•bHgedf to any body rather than to nie ; bat teil 
bim also, that I will yet be retienged <m kirn. Buk 
fcnn apply to die patron of the living of S > " , 
and let nie know the resnlt as soon ae poasäle. 

She said this in a manner that shewed her ieal 
intention to serve me. 

My father applied directly to the patron of 
tbe living of S ; he was a werfdly-minded 

man, who thought of nothing but to make the 
inost of every thing. He took sotne weeke to 
coneider of the proposal, and then wrote tx> my 
falber, " That though his father bad given away 
the living to hin), as a proof of his friendship, 
there was ao reason wby he shoold de it to his 
son; that times were altered, expeaces increased, 
«od fhtf be could not afford to gtoe atoay things 
of so mach yalue ; but, if my father woald give 
bim five humired pounds for the nekt turn of 
the hting, he might then resign it, aad he woald 
präsent it to his son ; but ottarwise *it sbould 
remainasitwas." 

We were ander some diffieulty to relate this 
Araaty te Miss Lucas. I wrote to Mra. Horton, 
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told her of tbis treaty» and tbat my fatber bad 
an objectlon to tbe proposal of purchasing tbe 
»ext turn of tbe living for nie ; tbat I bad given 
it up, and bad turned my wisbes an4 expecta- 
tions anotber way« 

My fatber received a letter from Miss Lucajs 
immediately on tbe receipt of mine, desiring 
bim to proceed nöfarther in tbis business. 

Generous, noble-mindedwoman! Said my fa- 
tber ; sbe will bave ber revenge, and sbe sbajl 
take ber own way. 

A few weeks after, my fatber received anotber 
letter from our patroness. 

" Tbe business is done, Sir ; you will resign 
your living» and I »hall present your son to it.; 
I bave purcbased tbe advowson, and will be 
patroness my$elf. Teil your son I shall pay bim 
a visit sbortly, and bring bis motber witb me, 
upon condition tbat ber daugbter will not detain 
ber, but let ber return with me/' 

Sbe came soon after. Miss Lucas enjoyed 
our sati&faction, but yet tbere seemed a cloud 
upon ber brow at times. One day after dmaer 
sbe spoke to us :— " I want to make known JDf 
present Situation to you all, my dear friends ; 
but for my life I cannot teil tbe story «yseJ£ 
1 will gjve my aunt Horton leave to do it, but it 
must be wben I am not present I will retire to 
my Chamber; and teave ber t? teil you alt th&J 

n6 
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wish Jos* tfr fcnow/'— So saying, she retired ;* 
♦and oor curiosity being strongly excited, we 
«begged my dear motnerto gratify it r which she 
did by relattng wbat föHows : 

«' I need not teil you, my dearest children, 
fhat Miss Lucas has had many offers of marriage 
sinoe her brother died ; she has refused them, 
upotvapresumption that her fortune was their 
princtpat object. I need not teil you that she 
has a noble, frank, and generous heart ; she has 
always Said, " I would rather amfer than receke 
an Obligation; I had rather engage a xnan's 
gratitvde, than that he should deftiand mine." 

" After this preface, I must inform you, that 
about three months ago a young gentieman, 
whose name is Valentine Lucas, paid a visit to 
oor friend Mr. Withe». He toW him that he 
had been mformed, that a part of the fämily 
estate was entaüed upon the wde keir; that he 
was the person that had the right to claim it; 
that out of respect to Mos Lucasfr character» 
he was desirous to spare her every tiring that 
cottld possibly give her uneasiness; that he would 
sabmit bis dann to the arbitration of some of 
the most eminent men of the law» if Miss Lucas 
would do the sarne. 

" Mr. Withevs was extrenjdy pteased wjth the 
young man's person and address; heenquired 
iato his character and fortune. He fceard that 

1 
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ta was of a small fortune, not more tfaan three 
«bundrcd a year; was tjred to the law, just called 
to the bar, of good character and abilities, and 
of great expectations in his professdon. He 
made bis repott to Miss Lucas, who was at first 
a good deal surprized and disconcerted. Mr. 
tytthers urged her to see the gentleman, and to 
bear wbat he woold say upon the subject. He 
ferought him to pay bis respects ; the lady was 
pleased witb bis person and behaviour, which 
was exceedingly modest and respectful. Mr« 
Withers observed them both, and, at bis return, 
had a long conversation with Mr. Lucas ; in the 
eourse of which, he asked liim wbether he should 
not like a compromise at* the lady's expence f 
The young gentleman urged him to explain his 
meaning. Wby, said Mr. Withers, if I were a 
young man in yortr Situation, I would try my 
fortune with tbe lady, cheat the lawyers, and 
share the estate with her only. 

" Dear Sir, said Mr. Lucas, you surprize me t 
with my Kttle fortune, how can I presume? 

" If your fortune equatted ker's, would you <uf- 
irtssker?— Sir, I would, byheavenf said he.— 
Very well. Will you give me leave to teil her so t 
— -If, Sir,— if you thmk she will not be offended. 
I would not for the world that she should thint 
ine wanting in respect to her.— These seatiment* 
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are the most likely to make you esteemed bj 
her, Sir. I <know Miss Lucas has a generous, 
noble heart, and I wish her to marry ; I thiuk 
she could not make a more proper choice.— 
Deur Sir, you transport tue hy your goodnessi 
" The next day Mr. Withers came and told the 
whole story to Miss Lucas. She was ofiended 
witli him ; but the good old man uqged her with 
so much eloquence and reason on his side, that 
he served his client effectually, and at length 
she conscnted to receive his Visits, and to hear 
him speak for himself. 

" I seconded Mr. Withers in his remonstrances» 
telling her that she ought to marry, 

" The gentleman came to visit her ; and the 
oftener he came, the more merit we discovered 
in him : in short, he is very likely to succeed in 
his suit to her ; and she will, l make no doubt* 
confinu her own happiness when she completes 
his. She was resoked to provide, for my dear 
chüdren before she gives up her power over her 
own fortune. She has wanted to teil you thi». 
story, but had not the courage ;. but now you . 
have heard it» you will, I dare say* radier 
strengthen than weaken her resohitkm to marry»" 
We were ovefjoyed to hear of her intention*. 
and, at her return to the Company, we congra- 
tulated her on her resolution« 



.She received our oomptiments with kindness 
and aßectiön; and hoped we would visit her in 
Staffordshire. 

She asked our permission to keep my mother 
witb her tili her marriage was over.— I believe, 
satd she, I «hall keep my auat tili you cume to 
fctch her home. 

After a fortnight's stay, she returned home, 
and carrjed owr mother with her, whom we 
cheerfully apared, in bope she would sooo take 
up her residence with us entirely. 

About a raonth after her return home, Miss 
Lucas made her lover happy. Mr. Withers «vas 
the nuptial father, and seerned as much de- 
ligjited as if he had married bis own daughter, 
for he was interested in every tbiug that con- 
ceraed the honour and happiness of Miss Lucas. 

Alter two mentlis were elapsed, and my mo- 
ther made no mention of returning to us, my 
.wife wrote to urge ifc, being desirous that ehe 
shoukl be witb her belfere she should be brought- 
to-bed; saying, she coutt live without her no 
longer. Mrs* Lucas wrote to my wife in answer. 
I transcribe a part of her letter to her. 

" I cannot resist your plea fbr vour motheifs 
return ; but it disappoints my iatention» whiob 
was, that you should have oome to fetch Jier. 
However, if you wMl not graut me Ms faveuf, 
you BHist m#her} you must part with Mr. £es> 
5 
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n et, and send him to cotitinct your mother home; 
I have a reason for this request. Mr. Lucas is 
very desirous of being acqaainted with your hus- 
band. This man assumes the authority of an 
kusband, my dear Maria; he pretends to have 
more generosity than myself. I «hall not ex« 
piain myself farther; send your husband over, 
we will not keep him from you long, and will 
return him not warte than he comes; oh that you 
would accompany him, and share the happiness 
of your friend ! 

Anna Lucas." 

I could not avoid going, though it was with 
great reluctance. I left my wife; my father pro- 
mised to take care of her tili my return, and to 
advise me of her health every post. 

At my arrival, I met with the most cordial 
reception from Mr. and Mrs. Lucas. I found 
him a modest, sensible, and amiable man; like 
roinds are easily acquainted, and we soon be- 
came familiär friends. The second day after my 
arrival, he told me the parish where tbey re- 
sided had lost its rector, and oflered the living 
to my acceptance. I answored as before, that 
I preferred my present residente to any otber; 
fcr the same reasons as formerly, that I would 
not accept any farther preferment, unless I could 
perform the duties of it.— Why then, said Mrs. 
Lucas, we must .give it to Mr. Bates, who at 
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present is in a State of banishment at D- 
— iBut I forgot (said she, looking gravc) that l 
am married: have I your leave, Sir, to do this? 
— My dear angel! said he, don't ask my leave 
to dispose of your own property. I adore your 
benevolence and generosity ! seldom, very sel- 
dom, do you perform any thing that can be 
mended: but let me, in return, ask, if I have 
your leave to do what I proposed ? — You have, 
Sir; " I will contend with you upon this thefttc; 
it is the only one, 1 trust, that we shall ever 
contend about.' — He bowed gracefully to her. 
Then turning to me, You must do us the favourj 
Sir, as you don't accept this living, to - accept 
the perpetual advowson of the Irving of S ■ , 
as a donatioh of friendship and relationship 
frbm us both.— No, Sir, said our cousin, from 
Hr. Lucas only; it is bis own thought and his 
own proposal, and he shall have the whole cre- 
dit of it.— -I was confounded at their generosity, 
I offered to decline it, but they would take no 
denial. 

Mrs. Horton and myself expressed our gratis 
tude in the wärmest language our heärts sug- 
gested. They stopped us short, saying, Our 
friendship was their recompence.— The next day, 
at their desire, I wrote to Mr. Bates to eome 
over. I wrote also to Mr. Bilson, the curate> 
e&guiring into the particulars of his situatioiv 
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, and giving him reason to hope for better shortly; 
—Our generous patrons enjoyed the pure and 
sublime pleasure, of making three families com« 
pletely happy at the same time. Though I wa» 
happy in tliis respected and beloved family, I 
grudged every day I stayed; for I longed to re- 
turn to my dear Maria, who I knew reckoned 
the houra of my absence. 

They acknowledged the justness of our plea, 
and exeused us for tbis time; saying, we should 
make them amends in future. 

Mr. Lucas said, I hope öu* fair cauain wiU 
bring you ason, to succeed you* in yoor ow* 
)iving» I offer myself as Sponsor for htm, if yoo 
are not provided.— -I thanked htm for tte ho« 
nour, and gladly accepted it*— Airs; Lucas of- 
fered to be godmother; and M*. Witten* tte 
ether godfather.— It seems, said Mnw Horton, 
that yo* are eertain of * am, bat if yoo shoidd 
be mistaken?— Theo» said Mr. WHh*f»> we will 
Feeerve ourselves for another time; We itastened 
home, being impatient to meet those dear and 
tender friends» who expeeted us with impaiience 
at least equal to our owa. Their joy at our re» 
iura rose almost to rapture; but my dear father's 
looks were a great abatjeraent to mine ; he as- 
•umed a cbeerful conntenance, and strove to 
conceal the alteraüan frotn us all. He encou* 
p&ged our joy;. be said every thiag. that could 
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Bake us easy; he told me tbat my return had 
made him well, and renewed his youth: But I 
think, William, said he, that I cannot part witn 
you again; for it seems as if my health, as well 
as happiness, depended upon you. 

The tears started from tny eyes. Oh that it 
depended upon me, said I> to prolong that life 
so dear to me !-— I embraced him, and vrept over 
him^-Why it does, said my dear father; I will 
live as long as I caa for your sake; and if you 
dtd not wish it) I should not have lived so long 
as I have done. Com«, tellucraH that hasttap* 
peued smce ou* separatio«. 

(related o«r cctesta's noble telmvioür^tis 
and to otheft* and communicated' the" happiness 
I ielt to my hearers; and we united our blestinfs 
aad prayera for our benefactors» 

At lengtfr my wisnes and p*ayers were aifri 
swered; my dear Maria- brougbt me af son wrthtn 
a week after my return heme, to the inexpres- 
sible joy of every part of my family • My dear 
fet&er was so interested in thi» happy erent; 
feat he was continually visiting the room, that 
he might see the child ; several times in the day 
he looked at him, and seemed anxiou* after 
evety thing tba* rfcktfed to brau 

My dear Maria nursed the ehiM herseif; and, 
happily, her heahh seemed to improve in the 
dbcfearge of the tender Office. 
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My dear falber*« decline could no longer be 
concealed; I saw aad lamented it, without 
power to prevent it. I besought him to have 
advice from the most eminent physicians. He 
smiled. — Do you think, my son, tbey can renew 
my youth? I know my disorder, it is the lot of 
mortality; did you think. I was immortal? I 
have lived long enough; I see my children hap- 
py; you are well provided for; I have notbing 
more to wish or to bope for; J am willing to de- 
part when Heaven call« me. Your sister's hus- 
baqd is not a man after my own beart, but I will 
discharge my duty tohün and her; send for them, 
my son; 1 will -see them once more, and take a 
proper leave of them. I wrote immediately for 
them to come to us. Mr. tyoomfield, who bad 
married my siste,r, was a wealthy farmer, a close, 
sordid, selfish man, who had but one thing in 
bis head, wbich was accumulating riches. 

. He bad married my sister for love, and af- 
terwards bragged of bis generosity, and even re- 
proacbed her with her obligatipns to him. She 
was a quiet, harmless, inoffensive woman; she 
did not contend with his imperious temper, but 
sunk into a State of acquiescence, obeyed bim 
implicitly, and gave up every other wish, and 
every other friend. 

, Upon this occasion he brougbt her to visit her 
fatfaer; but, instead of ßhewing any coaeern for 
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him, this man enquired what he had done for 
bis daughter ; said, he had heard that some good 
fortuue had fallen to him iately, and that he had 
bestowed it all upon nis son. 

You have been misinformed, said my father; 

a relation of my son's wife purchased the ad- 

vowson of my living for him. I did nothing 

more than resign the living a short time sooner 

than death would have taken it from me. f 

gave no money, I lost none, for my son would 

never receive any part of the income of it so 

long as I live. I have left my own Iittle fortune 

equally for you and my son; the only distinc- 

tion I have made in his favour is this: I have 

left him all the furniture, plate, and linen of 

this house, with the farming stock and Utensils; 

and I have left him my executor, and residuary 

legatee, that you may not have it in your power 

to give him trouble. I think I have done what 

justice requires; my heart is easy and satisfied; 

and it is not in your power to disturb the peace 

of my mind, nor to make any alteration in it. 

This son of earth would have objected to my 
father's disposal of his property, but it was to 
no purpose. 

My sister showed ä true filial concern and 
affection for her father; but was under so much 
restraint in her husbancFs presence, that she 
shewed Iittle attention to any person but himself. 
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My.dear fath«r died withont pam or regret; 
I never left hispillow; he expired in my arms, 
with bis band in mine. His last words were a ' 
blessing upon me and mine ; and a pious resig- 
nation of bis soul into tbe hands of ita Creator. 

In tbe coarse of the same year, Mrs. Lucas 
intreated my mother to come over, to be pre- 
sent at ber delivcry, and to initiate her ioto tbe 
mysteries of . Juno Lucina, 

Tbis requesi could not be denied. Mrs. Hör« 
ton went over, and was present at the birth of 
a son and heir, wbo gave <joy to bis parents, 
and to all tbe ftiends of the family. At tbe end 
of a month, Mrs. Lucas wrote to ask as a fa- 
vour, that we would come to fetch our mother 
home; we went accordingly, and carried our 
young son with us; we rejoiced with our frjends 
lipon these additional blessings, and spent a 
happy month witb them, during whicb, I did tbe 
orffiee of a friend to Mr. Bates : I married bim 
to Mrs. Mary Mills, wbo was a distant Delation 
of .our Cousin Lucas, and had been the super* 
hiten4$nt of her family ever since the deatb of 
ber mother. Mr. and Mrs. Lucas made the 
new-married pair many presents, and procured 
tbem every tbing requkke to the corafort.and 
cönvenience of tbeir Situation. 

Wepartod with great reluctawe on all stdes? 
as.all.Qf u» foresaw that our famiü^s. üicreasing, 
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and the duties of my Situation, would render it 

inconvenient to visit so often in future as we 

Lad done hitherto. 

We returned to our own horae, and enjoyed 

the comforts that beaven had given us, in a con- 

stant and regulär way of life, that afiörded very 

little variety. 
The following year Mr. Withers died in a good 

old age, beloved and regrelted by all that knew 
him. 

This year our mother declined going into 
StaÄbrdshire; as she grew into years, long jour- 
nies became iuconvenient and fatiguing to her; 
and, beside, her children grew more unwilling to 
spare her, and she did not like to lose so rauch of 
their Company. 

About three years after the birth of my so«, 
my wife brought nie a daughter, \rhom she also 
nursed herseif; and Unding the child grow strong 
and healthy (more so tban any she had yet 
borne) she suckled her louger - than the usual 
time, beeause it seemed to agree wtth both 
mother and child. I mention this ciraunstonce» 
i>ecau6e it proved of great consequence, on the 
mterestmg event which happened soon after; 
-which introdueed into our family a most dear 
child, and, as I hope, a fature mother ef it; I 
*rül therefore be particular in my narratrve of 
«hat event. 
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It was on the lftth of October, 17—, as I was 
sitting in the parlour with my wife and mother; 
they working at the needle, I reading to.them; 
a post-chaise stopped at our door. The servant 
came to us, and told us that a gentleman and 
lady desired to speak with nie instantly. I went 
to the door directly ; I saw there a young gen- 
tleman, whose countenance shewed marks of the 
utmost distress.-— I asked what commands he had 
for me? He seized my hand, pressed it earnestly, 
and spoke. Dear Sir! worthy gentleman! you 
are a clergyman, you must have humanity. Take 
pity on an unfortunate pair, who are in distress 
of a peculiar kind ! This lady, my dear wife, is 
in labour; she was taken ill upon the road» she. 
cannot reach the place whither we were going, 
and where we were expected; it is füll ten miles 
further; my wife has been in fits; she will expire 
on the road, unless your goodness will assist us. 
Have pity upon us, and take us ander your roof, 
and God will reward your humanity ! 

The gentleman's distress touched my heart; 
it aaswered in his behalf, and dictated my reply. 
•— I ran ( into the parlour.— My love, said I, here 
is a call upon our humanity; a most distressful 
Situation; come and assist. me to answer it.-— 
We hastened to the chaise; the gentleman re- 
peated the particulars of the case in the accents 
ol nature, oppressed with grief and tenderness. 
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My wife desired me tg assist him in bfmging the 
lady into our house. I opened the door of the 
chaise; the lady was in a fit; we lifted her out» 
and carried her into the parlour; the servants 
came and offered their assistance. We tried the 
usual methods to recover the lady; our mother 
came to advise us. My wife supported the lady 
in her arms, and every one strove to be of Ser- 
vice to her ; the husband was in agonies of grief 
all this tiirie, At length she opened her eyes; 
she looked round her, and then fixed them on 
her husband, and spoke, — My dear, am I at 
B— ?— No, my life, said he, you are in an hos- 
pitable family, who have had the goodness to take 
us under their roof. We stopped at two houses 
before, and they refused to take us in; but we 
have found the good Samaritan at last. God 
reward him and his tendier wife !— She looked 
up at my wife, who was beuding over her. • 

My mother brought spiiie wine; she made 
the lady take a little; the gentleman did the 
same. Let us, said she, carry the lady up stairs, 
while she is a little better.-— Her husband and 
myself did so, but she fainted again while we 
were removing her. We left her in the handd 
of the women of our family, and fetched up 
stairs the trunk that contained their necessaries; 
the gentleman paid the post-chaise, and sent it 
away. 

i 



i 



• $oon after, myservaut returaed with the good 
vornan; she weut directly up stairs; and I took 
the gentlewan into the parlour, and a$ked him 
to give me the particulars of bis Situation» wbich 
he related briefly as follows. 

u I am the ouly soa of a man of rank and 
fortune; my father had chosen a wife for me, 
but my heart refused the. election of another, 
and would choose itß o**-n partner for life» I 
am privately. married to that dear woman whom 
you haue seen with me; I was obliged to con- 
ceal it froin my father, and therefore I secured 
her au asylum at a great distance from- him 
against her hour of trial. Unfortunafcely I: de« 
layed top long our journey tbither,. on account 
ofsome aqcidental hindrances.; but I hoped. to 
haye been there to-night. Through that un* 
fca#py delay~ we are subjected to this distress» 
which I ardently pray may haye no bad. conse* 
queaces." 

I comforted hira in the best manner I could; 
and put bim in hoj>e that: all would emUiappily; 
While we were talking together, rnymcttherienr 
t^redithe. r^ia.\yith the midwife, and theirlookfi 
fepded n# good epding of ,thi$ busmee&. 
. The gpod womw said,— »Sir, this lady's5 Gase 
k pja^^my- sfciUi she.has been too long without 
$rQifcQF fgrotaitf $; yv\x mu$* send ior some.gem? 



i7i 

tleman of the faculty, upon whöse skill yoii caH 
rely, for the lady ife in very great darigfer. 

Tliis acowint tbrew us back into allour fem 
again.— I took my horse cfirecöy, and ifc<fe aß 
upon life and death: I was so fortunattt as tö 
find the dbctor at horae, an* bitought Mm with 
me in less time Chan could have bcen expected* 
telling hira the case by Ute way% 

The tender heart of my dear Maria sufiered 
greatly on this occasion ; but she resölved tö 
obey its dictates, to stay with the poor ladv, 
and give her every comfort and assistance in her 
power, y 

When I a*rive<J with the doctor, I carried Lirif 
directfyto the lady; I took the afflicted hu** 
band away, and left the doctor to the duties of 
his profession. In half an hour he came to us 
with a oountenance of deep concern, Mr. Ben» 
net, said he, you have called me to an unfortu* 
uate business. I thmk it ray duty to teil. you 
that the lady is in the utmost dariger. 

The husbandthrew himself in agonies at the 
doctöf's feet; he assured him of his reliance 
upon him.— Save my wife, said he, and ask what 
you will for your r^ward.— Reward, Sir, answer- 
edhe; I would ffeetygive an hundred poundsto 
be as many miles ano,therway; and that an^ 
other man had the ofltee and the rewäiti; but I 
will niake an effott to save both the mather and 
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child, and will act as a man who is accountable 
at a higher tribunal tban that of the opinion of 
men.— He went out of the room with tears in 
bis eyes, and Jeft us overwhelnied with grief and 

despair. 

; It was about two hours before we heard any 
thing from above ; at length Mrs. Horton came 
into the room w;th her eyes swelled with weep- 
jng, and her voice faltering. — The lady is deli- 
vered t said she; both sjie and the child are alfce, 
but it is yery uncertain how long they will be so. 
The gentleman rose up; he embraced mymother, 
and lhanked her for her goodness. God re- 
ward you, Madam! you have given me a glimpse 
of hope. 

My Lord! says Mrs. Horton, for such I find 
you are, you should make us ac.quainted with 
your name and faraily ; yau have no friends that 
better deserve your confidence. 

He told us that he was the only son of the 
earl of D ■, and that his father knew no- 

thing pf bis marriage or his jouraey, but thought 
bim at bis seat in Bedfordshire. — But, Madam, 
added he, may I not see my love ? — Not at pre- 
sent, said she.— May I not See the doctor?«r-I 
Jiave prevailed on him to stay tili the lady is out 

of danger, or tili ?• Oh don't, do not suppose 

it, said he! I caonot bear the idea: she must 
not, shall not die!— It is our duty, Sir, to resigo 
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ft> the will of heaven. So saying, my mother. 
retired, and.left us in a stateof doubt, fear, and 
anxiety, whicli yet was too soön ended. Isat 
performing the useless oflfice of advising a com- 
.posure, which I could not attain. After some 
hours spent in this manner, the doctor came to 
us. — Sir, said he, to Lord B , your wife de- 
sires to see you once more; but yon friust' be 
composed, or you will disturb her last moments. 
—He began to rave again. — This will -not do, 
Sir; you must not see her, unlessyou can com- 
'mand yourself. — Not see her ! said he; who shall 
hinder me!— I will, Sir, said the doctor; and so 
will every one in the house. — Well, but I vill 
be patient as a man can be ; lead me to her !— 
We led him up stairs, and into the room. I 
was a spectator of the mournful scene; my wife. 
was süpporting the dying lady, her arm waa, 
nnder her head, and she held my ;Maria's hand 
to her lips. Mrs. Horton held the child, for the ; 
mother, to take a last look of it. The lady. 
spoke in a low and tremulous voice. You will; 
be the mother of my child? — I xvill, said my : 
wife, in a faltering voice, she shall be as dear, 
to me as my own.— Thank you* my dear friend, , 
Gödblessyoa! — The husband ran to the bed-, 
side; he kneeled by it; he sobbed, but could; 
not speak ; he took her band with my wife's in 
ü; sh6 tried to turned th^t way, but couid not.-— 

13 
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She saki, Farewel,.my dear lord! take carc of 
yourself. Po not grieve for me ; your father, your 
child! live*— Jong and happy. God bless— bless, 
keep you !— She feil into a fit with this exertioiu 
We canried 4 the distracted man out of Üie room, 
and die expired in a few minutes after. The 
hnsbaad was in agonies ; he raved tili his strength 
-was exhauated, and then sunk into fainting fits. 
I begged the doctor to stay with us to take care 
of him.*— I will bleed him» aaid h& I mke no 
dount he will aoon recover ; this kind of grief is 
not fatal; it is the süent kind, that preys upon 
the keurt,—He bled the patient, we lud him 
down apon ahed; I left my servant and a neigh* 
bonr's son to watch with him, with ordere to call 
me if I was wanted. The doctor *ent away, 
and promised to call the next day; but nry fast 
care was for (hose dea*er to «ae tbaa myself. I 
wen! and fetched say wife a«4 mother firom the 
scene ef death. I tntreaited 4hem to ge* and take 
son* repose; tbey reured together, and } threw 
mysetf into an armed chak in the same room ; 
sleep kindly visited us all, and repaired in-a de* 
gree the futigoe and vexatioa of the wretched 
night we had passed,-! first awoke, stole softly 
out of the room, and went to visit my patient; 
who was somewhat raore composed and rational, 
but had many retunis of passton, which were 
happily allayed by fear« which he shed plenti- 
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fidly. I wipt wich hm in »sifeace; he pottoki 
föi*h b» «dcßrjwledgnieifte fbr ftjy tetxtar «jhü- 
pdtbyl Ite^oNved eternal frieodäfeip to lae artÜ 
mime, lyhfle be^hould Im lipo« *ai$h. 

I besought him to leave it to us to ptfy föe Ibst 
daüesto bis depwted irife« I tofai bim 4foat my 
fa*toet<kad boilt a tege vaidt for hanself Md 
tamily, and we would giw our gwes* apteteinitj 
he<etnbrace4 me with fcears and thaikk». Hetook 
ötffc hifc'poäkgt'book, tfad <ptit hrto myhandtwo 
tafik buk of«n hundred potukte each; I<o1fcved 
to return one of them.— Keep the», «in; <tear 
fttantl, mid \&> «o answw incxdaatal «xpences. 
Alas! I hoped to make a different use of tbexfe* 

trteppwHfat, ttfiAi giLtc »ö»e*teoessiiry Orders 
Wtotteririrfgthe^bödjs «Md teilt <fcr tpropftr assis» 
ttöts, fa4>fti€nrt*>fratthingft «n -train for a'decent 
ftbpostft of *it. My räfe '«d «riother «rosa, and- 
the 4stciAf began agaffi to p*t oh an appearanee 
Of regutority. Lord B— — refaaed diniog wxth 
us, and kept b» Chamber, whidh Hhought best 
formyfriend'S sake; tat towat dstfight, mywife 
badbeeti missingsometime, and, aslsupposed* 
was attending to her children. I sougbt her all 
över the house. At last I found her in the nur« 
sery. I found her— oh divine benevolencel 
emanation of the Divimty ! irrst of Christian vir« 
tues!« — I found her giviug her otm breast to the 
poor Uttle orphan child, white the tears Tolied 
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down her cfceeks in compassion for it. I kneeled 

involuntarily to her as to a superior being. Oh 

.Maria I— ■ my angel wife ! This action is worthy 
of thee, and few beside thee would have per- 
formed it. 

My love, said she, forgive my doing it with- 
out first asking y pur permission ! bu$ I have pro- 
mised to be a mother to this poor baby, and I 
mean to perform it religiously; it is high time 
that our daughter should be weaned; and I will 
preserve her diet for this child, as long as she 
bas need of it. ' 

Excuse you! my love, said I;' I adore yöu 

forit! 

• 

I left her, to return to Lord B— — ♦ — My 
lord, said I, your daughter will live; we have 
got her a nurse,— such a nurse* as neither you 
nor I could ever have expected. — What already l 
said he.-— I had much ado to make hini under- 
stand or believe this news; but bis tears and 
blessings spoke hia-gratitude for it. I consulted 
my wife änd mother concerning the funeral; I 
advised Lord B— to depart first, but he in- 
sisted upon attending it ; I waved it for the pre- 
sent, saying, if you are able, my lord.— When 
he first saw my wife, he kneeled to her; called 
her his guardian angel ! his patroness ! the mo- 
ther of his child [ "I will find a way to show 
my sense of my qbligations to you, Madam, and 
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io defray your expences for my poor infant/'— 
On the day of the funeral, we kept in a back« 
ward room. Lord B attempted to visit the 

coffin, but was not able. I sent to a neighbour 
clergyman, and begged him to perform the Ser- 
vice of the church. 

I kept with Lord B— ;. Iamused him; and 
the body was carried out of the house without 
his knowing it; he expected that I should offi- 
ciate, and wondered at the delay. When all 
was over, I told him; he thanked me, and 
blessed me, but had a violent ebullition of grief 
and passion upon it» 

The next day I took the liberty to advise Lord 
B to remove as soon as possible from the 

scene of his distress; he took it kindly, and pre- 
pared to do so. I offered to account to him fop 
the money he entrusted to my care, but he re- 
fused it.— My dear Sir, said he, don't think that 
I mean this trifle as any return fbif my obliga- 
tions to you. Hear me, Sir: I shall be of age 
in a month, and then I shall receive a legacy 
from an aunt ; lue is uncertain ; I ought to do 
something towards providing for this poor child. 
I will deposit a sum in your hands for her use, 
and benefit ; the interest of it,. you. will accept 
for her board and necessaries. Don't say one, 
word in answer; I have taken my resolution.— — 
ÜXy said I, fr w *^ be proper the child should.be- 

X5/ 
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baptized.^-By all means, said he.— By wFial 
imme would you have her be ealled ? — By her 
dear mother's, Sophia Melcembe.— Then you 
don't choose she sbould be known to tee you? 
duughter? — Not ut preseat, said he; as-fny mar- 
riage was not known to my father, it is better if 
should coutinue a secret for some time longer. 
*— That shall be as you please. — After some für* 
ther Conference, we agreed to send to I— — fot 
a post-chaise, and that he should depart the 

• 

next day. The child was baptiaed; the fether 
named it^ he embraced and ble&sed it. Wfctook 
a most aftecting leave of Lord Bi ■ ; he was 
scarcely able to speak a word. He embraeed 
nie, threw himself into the chaise, anddeparted 
ki a flood of tears, with bis hat puUed ©ver h» 
fece : he waved bis band as long as fte eould sei 
tts, and we seemed as if we had parted wkh a 
aear relatiea. 

After some days we returaed te the dutie» ot 
our statioa and employineais. The liUle ©*» 
phan, by my wif«*s teiider care and offieeey ha» 
gan to thsive;. and to promise to. sewaisl Ihp 
humaflity fowards her. The pleasu*« all <wa# 
chüdren afoeded us* ampiy eewarded wir eare* 
fbr tbeou Abou* ten day» after Lord B's- depo?-» 
ture» we received the fbllowing letter* frem hin»;: 
a D«er Sir, 

•* Wien I refteet ttpon the te«a» totely paat^ 
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my hfeart is övcrwktlmed witU grief one wliile, 
and presently after, tt b raised by the most ar« 
deat gratitude ; I endeavour to dwell on this last 
Sensation,, and to overcorae the first.— When I 
think on the hospitality, generosity, sensibility, 
and goodness of you aud your lady— you seem 
like pitying angels sent by heaven to save me 
from despair; surely there is not such another 
pair upon *arth ! — May heaven protect and re* 
ward you both here and hereafter !— But theso 
are only words; the feelings of my heart are 
ünutterable towards you. Friend and brother 
of my soul !— accept the overflowings of a heart 
that would, but cannot express its lova an4gra- 
titude, 

" 1 have not yet seea my fatherf as soon as I 
caü do somethiag better thaa talking r I will 
visit you; in the mean time my wishes and 
f fayers shall be daily offered for you and your 
tdöved family. 

u I am r your brother, friend,. and serv&nfc, 

"B * 

About a nnrnth after r I leeeived» a töstaid 
letten 

* Deär Alf. Bennet, 
«* I xtili dö friyself £he pleasurfc to wait on ytfu. 
one day in tbe course of the next wcefc. I think 
ttäry da? ä \ireek fiÜ I see you ai S : ßut, 
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«las ! I meist pass by the ehurch, before I can 
have the pleasure of embracing my friend. 

Within a week after I reeeived this letter, 
Lord B came to S— v he embraced me 

vith tears, but tliey seemed to flow easy, auef 
he soon got the better of them. The sight of 
bis little girl gave him emotions of a joyful kind; 
he almost stifled her with his kisses. He callecf 
her the likeness of his departed saint; the pre- 
cious reli'ck ; lii s only coriifort ! He thanked my 
wife in raptures ofgratitude; he paid his respects 
to mymother, whose tenderness he had notfor- 
gotten. He remembered the servants ; to whom 
he had omitted, in his affüction, to make ac- 
knowledgments. I told him that his Lordship's 
fceneficence had enabled me to make the requi- 
site acknowledgments to every person.that had 
given their attendance in the hour of trouble^ 
that we would now enjjoy an hour of comfort to- 
gether, and löok fbrward to happier tirnes and 
prospects. He agreed with me, that it was right 
to enj«y the bleasings that remained, and suffer 
them to comfort us for those that were lost. 

We spent a cheerful eveniog, and were de- 
lighted with the politeness and amiable qualities 
pf öurguest. 

The next day, tp we were sitting after dinner, 



Hfcrdf B " < toak outhis pocket-boolc.— Suffer 

me* Sir, to enter upotr the subject that is nearest 

my heart. This poor child's provision depends 

entirely upon ine; life is uncertain; I ought to 

do what is in my power for her, and I cannot be- 

easy tili I have done it. I have told you that I 

took hold of a bint of my father, to let him be- 

lieve that I had aorae debts of honour, in order 

to prevent his farther enquiry into the use I 

should make of my legacy. I have not told an 

untruth; this is adebt of konour in the tf rietest 

sense. 

I shall deposit in your hands these büls for 
two thousaad pounds, to be empleyed as yoi* 
shall think proper. 

1 The interest is to go for her board and necessaty 
txpence*, and you mußt not offer to give me any 
aecount of it. 

. I huist upon it,. Mr. Bennet? you will dffront 
me, by yonr saying a word in reply to this my 
fixed resolution! 

. Sufler me, my Lord, to say one word; not to 
disapprove of your action, it is at once just and' 
generous; but to give you a bond for your secu- 
stty and the child's also. - • 
. Np, Sir, I will not aeeept it; if I ehould be 
taken away, (a case I am proyiding for), and 
this Obligation should be found, you will be liabie 
to xepay itf and Aen I should have done notfmg. 
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— Then, Sir, fefttdi; let tht boftd be depoate* 
in e tkird £««d.— No> I will not do ftef. Have 
Ifeot eeen, bare I&Oi/ift tfceeffecUof yo&r 
gpodheartandprinciplee? K I caboot trustyoav 
wbom can I rely oa! Bui I know my man, and 
that is enough. Say no. more; I know 1 am 
doiagmy dttty, and yöu must take your «hart öf 
tbe cAarge heaven has eatraatei tö ottr care. 
Let us *ay no more» 

He staid ten days wiib us, duriag which time 
be behaved like a» afectionate frieod and brp- 
ther to myself and family. 

We b*d sarrnftl co n rtcaation* upon teügiöus 
and oaoral subjects; and I had the satis&ction. 
to find Lim well instructed in botb respectt* He 
returaed in a poaV*tbai*e> äi he tarne, i rttteflded 
Um to I—— , spent aa evening witb mm tfceft, 
and returned home the next day. 

From Lord B » ; i depaftus*» etery Mag in» 
my fanriiy wen! ob in fbe «a«al way j tte chttdreifr 
grew and improved; my son bega* to ajttök ao£ 
to obaerve» aod he affordrt aale a confMttt fend 
of delight aad empltymeitt» 

Lord B— — *t»t to Fräste «ätkia * «ftttttb 
after he left us* He wsete w aevetal tat*** 
fron» ttence^ but furbsd na to aaswer thea* tili 
be ahoald retitftt> wbea\hewe*toapj*omta{>tectf 
fcr me to ditett to krau 

^ei*tf tim Itoaa^ «lOatt m«t tttta* 

1 



to England tiü aft*r the ISth o* Octe&cr, d*«f 

4ny I shail devote to i&vt *mdfrmnkkip; l sball 

send yett »y meditationa upon. it/* He was as* 

gaoet as bis word, and «ot me ä sfeeet ©# paper 

wittr bis recaHections and remarks on the past 

events j they were tettde? , resigned, and grate- 

feil, and raised still higher J»y opmion of Iii* 

principles» Hi3 Lordsbip did not veturn tili tbe- 

spring foliowing, aor tili alter frequetit and u*~ 

gent importuaities firoro the Earl hiafether, wfeo> 

graw knpatieat to condud» a treaty of marriaga» 

for binw 

Soon alter bis amval, Lord B wnrte U* 
me as follows ; 

«Bear Sir* 
" J am *t kagth returned to my matrimonial 
gestio; ; the noose ha» beea prepariag ever sine* 
l bq*e been abseak I could no lenger refusa 
the «»üritalioas of a parsnt wbo realiy lpves we 
fc» e&ese« The day after my arrivai in town* 
be attacked. a*e upoa the aubjeeV I teld bim, 
I was come bome witb a resolution to obey bim,, 
and to. sacrifioe my w&bes to hia>— No, my dear 
«on» said he, you shaü not do tbat;, tbough Misa> 
(Jraotfaam ia tbe lady I wish you to maxry n 
ti^ough I am in a*tual treaty witb her gnardian* 
na#,. tbpögh l know i* baa.beenj menrioned ti* 
$e ladj* vho haaconacatedto wait your ret*»* 
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aal woutd listen to tio other propösat; nbtwitlr- 
standing all this, if you see aii^thing, upon a 
farther acquamtance with Miss Grantham» tbat 
gives you disgust, if you caunot overcome your 
dislike to her, I bave still another person in 
view,— it is Lady Mary C— — , 
; il I replied, that I had bo partscular dislike to 
either of the ladies ; that I would see them both r 
and eadeavour to like her whom he recom- 
mended.— Ab, that indifference ! said he. But 
\ will take such a consent as I can obtain, be- 
cause it is my most ardent wish to see you mar- 
rjed.— A few days after, .the Earl carried me to 
an assembly where both the ladies were. Misa 
Grantham- seemed actually confused at my ap- 
proach; it was evident she had been apprized of 
meeting me. I paid my respects to her, but was 
almost in equal confusion. My father watched 
every motion that I made, and I behaved to his 
satisfaction. At my return he asked me impa- 
tiently, which of the ladies Iliked best? I an- 
swered, Miss Grantham, past comparison ; she 
has more understanding, and less pride. 

" I am glad of it with all my heart, for I am 
sure by her looks that shelikes you; she is sen- 
sible and prudent, and has a thousand fine qua* 
lities, beside a large fortune. But when will you 
wait on her, B ?— I answered, Whenever 
vour Lordship pleases.— He embraced me, and 
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was in raptures of joy. The very next day hö 
carried me to pay my respects tcrthe lady ; she 
is really a handsome, accompiished, and agree- 
aale woman: my Lord hss put every thing in 
train, and I am in the high röad to matriraony. 
I know you will approve my resolution; my 
heart at times revolts against a new engagement, 
but reason and duty are on my father's side, and 
I am determined to obey him. If I can possibly 
get away before I am fettered*, I will pay you a 

visit at S ; but I seem like an animal that 

k fastened to its cage, and cannot go beyond '- 
the length of my chain. 

" My heart beats towards you all, and parti- 
cularly to the poor little orphan ; I long to see 
and embrace her. 

" Present my afFectionate regards to your wife 
and mother, and to the dear little ones; and 
believe me always 

" Your afFectionate friend, 

" B . 

" P. S. I send you some covers, to write to 
me often." 

In a month after I received anothtr letter as; 
follows : 

" All is over, my friend; I am once more. 
married; my father is in extasiesof joy; my 
wife is pleased with me; she is really a womaa 
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•f merit, aadtteserves my attcntions. As soon 
as I can break away for a week, and make a 
decent excuse for my absence, I will sec yo«; 
tili when, gtve nte credit for the continuation of 
my widbes and regards to you and yours, 

« B- .» 

We expected Lord B for several weeks in 

vain; and when we had given over all thoughts 
of seeing him, he -dropt in upon us one day un- 
expectedly ; but such an akeration did we per« 
ceive in him, that we were almost ready to doubt 
if it was the same man : he was gaily drest, and 
bis air and manner corresponded with bis ckrthes. 
Höwever, he seemed rejoiced to see <us^ bat yet 
metbought there was sometbing of dig&ity au4 
distance about him; somethißg that said, {«am 
your superior. He asked for ttie dnldrcm, with* 
out particularizing one from the rest. My wüe 
ran to fetcb them ; sbe brooght in tbe little or- 
phan; my son and daughter came with them; 
she gave the child to the fatber's arms; he 
looked earnestly at it, and sighed. It has the 
mother's features! said he; I should know it 
among a thousaad -chikkeii.— I am glad of it, 
my lord, said I ; it will always be a claim to your 
päternal aüectkm.— Yea, p«t doubt» said he.*— 
She can walk, my lord, said my wife, and be* 
gins to prattte. Cotue hither, my äear, and 
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lead her» bqgd she» speaking to bar*on.~He. 
came, aad was proud to teftd her along the room ; 
he cajled bis sister to täte the other band. 

Jx>rd B was dehghted.-r-My little friend, 

said he *Q; my son, which of your two compa- 
niona do you love best?— ^ir, said he, I love 

thera bö.th best*— How is that ? said lord B « 

Why, Sir, this is my little ststtr, and this is niy 
Uttle «pjfc^— Lord B ■ smiled ; Thal; is very 
well explained; do you hear him, Mr. Bennet?— 
My lord, said I, don't think we ^ave tanght hina 
this ; upon my word the thought is his osan !-— 
It is a happy one, said my lo?d : if I give my 
consent, 1 hopc you «will not orefuse yours?-— I 
vÄH check hhn for it, my lord, in time-— Wiiy 
then you are ^a prouder man than I ; for upon» my 
Jummtr l Aiean whät i say! I shaM tiihtik this 
little girl well ditposed of, if you wffrengraft her 
iato your fiamily. She 4>wes you the duty of a 
child akeady j send, if tb« little man hold in tha 
s&me roraöV, and the gicl tifces hitn, «s I am *ur# 
she will, aha catraot ha any where so well he« 
stowed. 

If yo»r lordsbip Mds in the $amt rokid, said I, 
weeertakily ca« have no obfectio«.— Then giT© 
me your band, and |t is a match. Whät say 
you, Madam-?— I «ay ae myfeusbaAd does, said 
M*s. Bannet; I am sw% sheis es daar to raft» 
ray owa cluWw.— Wby tfcea w« *re *tt <tf <»* 
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miad, ftaid my lord; and I swear to )*ou that Uns 
alliance will give me the greatesi pleasure, and 
take mach care from me. Sophia is your daugh- 
ter, madam, frotn this day forward. 

We bad a good deal of pleasantry upon this 
aabject; and I saw clearly that lord B— was 
pleased to get the child off his hands. However 
he behaved both with kindness and politeness to 
us all; he offered us many presents, but we de* 
clined them alL 

He spent four days with us in high spirits, 
and then returned horae, telling me, he wouid 
always send me covers to write to him; and de- 
fliring to be informed, from time to time, of 
every thing interesting that should pass in my 
family. 

From this time lord B— — began to grow slack 
in his correspondence with me ; thöugh he still 
preserved the same kindness and politeness in 
his manners and expressions.— " Let me know 
what passes in your family that is likely to be iu- 
teresting to me. Teil me how all your children 
get forward, at your leisure." 

Witfain a year after his marriage he wrote to 
me,— " Congratulate me, dear Sir, on t)ie birth 
of a son and heir ; it completes the happiness of 
my father, my wife, and myself."— Alas, poor 
Sophia! said my.dear Maria, thou art of nor 
consequence in (he acale agai&$t a son; thou wilt 
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he forgotten by thy father; but thou wilt be «tili 
dearer to thy foster parents for this reaäon. 

I heard nothing from lord B ■ for seven 
months after. I then wrote to acquaint bim 
that we intended to inoculate our children, and 
to ask whether be had any objection to bis 
Sophia being of the party ; his answer was; 

" I leave it to you, my dear Sir» to do the 
same for Sophia, as for yoür otker children. I 
cannot disapprove any thing you'propose; write 
to inewhen all is over." ; ' -*.*- : 

Towards the end of the same year he wrote 
again. --♦..- 

r * l I rejoice to hear that your children are all 
peVfectly recovered, and in better health than 
before. I am very happy in'my married State ; 
my wife is a very prudent and managing vvoman; 

ehe takes all trouble and care from me. A 

i 

second son is born to me, and 1 fancy myself a 
person of great consequence, and am every däy 
more satisfied with my Situation/' 

The following year my lord sent three lottery 
tickets— " for . your three children, said he, to 
be equal sharers in each pther'a good or badfor- 
tane. My time is so filled up, that I cannot 
write so often as formerly, but am always yours/' 
—One of the tickets cameup aprize of a th«u- 
sand pounds, of which I advised lord B- 
To which.be, wrote a very short bükt. 
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judge of her improveraents, and they will be of 
6ervice to our child» who loves her so well, that 
she will endeavour to be like Sophia in every 

respect. 

Our mother was of the same opinion ; and I 
left it entirely to them to act as they thought 
proper. . I sent my son to a gentleman of excel- 
lent character, not only for learning, but fbr the 
strictest attention to the morals and manners of 
his pupils. Sophia was sent to a school recom- 
mended by a lady in our neighbourhood, whose 
daughters were educated there. 

We .missed the children exceedtngly ; our 
daughter was for some time inconsolable, but 
our joyat their return made us amends for their 
absence. The affection between our daughter 
and Sophia became more observable : we knew 
not tili this Separation how. much the dear child 
loved us all. 

Her sorrow at leaving us was affecting ; my 
wife was hurt at it.— We parted with tears on all 
sides, and reminded each other of the next Taxa- 
tion when we shouid meet again. 

At the uext Christmas, when we were all to« 
gether, and rejoicing in the dear circle of do- 
mestic happiness; Sophia said, I have a request 
to make to my dear papa and mama, which will 
make me very happy if it is granted ; and if 
refused, I shall be very miserable,— My dear 
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<hild, said tny wife, what can that bef your 
«araestness alarms me. — Tlie child ran andthrew 
her arms about my wife'a neck ; she wept in her 
bosom.— Speak, my love, said she ; and, if it be 
nofavery improper, it shall be granted. 

It is, Madam, that you will either send my 
<dear Anna Maria to school with me, or eise let 
jne stay at home with her; I cannot bear to leave 
«11 those I love, and to be sent among tbose 
who do not care for me, nor I for them. 

I must consider of it, my dear ; it is not a 
question to be directly answered ; it is of some 
consequence.— Only teil me that you are not 
angry with me,- Madam; I am afraid you are?— 
No, my dear Sophia, I cannot be angry at a re- 
quest that shews so strongly your affection to us. 
1 will consult Mr. Bennet and my tnother, and 
let you know our determination; but let my dear 
child be assured, that her happtness is of as 
much consequence to us as our own ; be easy, 
be happy, my love, or ehe we shall not be so.* 
At our next evening's conversation, this sub- 
ject was discussed. I gave my consent that my 
•daughter sbould return with Sophia to school : 
when it was declared, the dear children were 
equally rejoiced. 

My wife ordered that Sophia should be taught 
French, music, drawing, and many other thingi 
that are the embellishments of the female cha- 
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racter, and which she thougbt unnecessary for 
the humbler Situation of her own child ; but the 
affectiop of these two children rendered J»er pre- 
caution useless, for whaiever Sophia learnett, 
she alwayg taught to the sister of her heart. 

My son likewise grew a £ne youtb, and was 
all that my heart could wish both in person and 
mind. 

We kept up a constant correspondenee with 
the Lucas family, and our friendship was never 
interrupted or abatedj Mrs. Lucas brought her 
husband three sons, and two daughters; they 
Hved together' in the naost perfect harmony ; 
tfcey visited us three times m the eourse^of tea 
years, and we paid them two visks ; we rejoiced 
.with each other on the promismg qtiaüties of 
«or chüdren, not one on cither side bad either 
afefect or bknish. 

l4>rd B " ■ had mfciced bis coroespondence 
with ose to very fihort ümits ; mißt or sonetkats 
txok< a jreor, wiy »bort letters; and bad not, 
for nany years paat, oace laentioned Sophia as 
h# doMghitr. lipon the death of the earl his 
falber, 1 wrote bim a long and serioo* letter. 
I mnoaaftraled, as beeame my fioneftion, on tbe 
duties of the parent, and tbe cxueUy of casting 
off an «vwceüt «od uno&ftding chiid : and» lest 
he sboAftM tbjnk I bad my vie w to aggnmdur wy 
«w» fcuaüy byhi* ettraatr, I talA bwi that the 
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4ay tbat resiored lady Sophia to het fftfläly, 
»bould put an end to my cxpectations oti my 
wm's behalf. v 

I receivcd a short letter in answer : 
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" You are very serious, my dear Mr. Bennet« 
I will not Just now enter upon the subject; but 
" I will ere long teil you all that I think about it. 
" I forgive your remanstrance» it is in character. 
•* T respect and lpve you the more for it. I do 
" not think I have done badly for my charge, in 
" having put i t under your and Mrs. Bennet's care, 
u I am, and ever will be, your friend, &c. 

In le» thait a raonth after tliis, I receivcd t(ie 
following, which was written in a hand^evktaiitly 

disguised; 

♦ 

" You will shortly receive a viait from Mr. 
Melcombe, the father of Miss Sophia Melcombe, 
your Charge ; but you are desired to know him 
byno atier name, as you love hjm ot bis daughter« 

" PniLOSOPIJOS." 

Thiß kept us in continual expectstiön; w» sent 
for the girk from school, and preparcd our 
Sophia to aee her fetter* 

One day the folkxwmg week, as we were sitting 
m my study, my senrant came to teil me * 
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gentiemta was at the door ; but the gentlem&ft 
ibllowed him so close, tbat he had hardly time 
to announce him, I rose to meet Lord D— — , 
who came forward and embraced me tnore af- 
fectionately than, I believe, I returned it ; for I 
was not pleased with him.— Where is Mrs. Ben- 
net! said he; where are the ckildren f— In the 
parlour, said I; but let me speak to you first 
alone! Not a word will I hear, said he, tili I 
bave seen them ; but don't teil me which is So- 
phia; let me find her out.— He went out ; I fol- 
lowed him into the room, where my wife and 
children were sitting at their needle. I did not 
announce him ; my tongue refused to favour the 
dcception. — Sit still, Mrs. Bennet, said he; sit 
still, young ladies; I will not disturb you.— He 
went to each of the girls, and looked earnestly 
at both.— Then taking Sophia's hand, This is 
she f said he, looking at me.— Let nature införm 
you, said I ? it is said, she has done minder $ in 

this way. 

» 

I cannot be mistaken, said he; this is my 
child! The child feil upon her knees to him; he 
raised, embraced her, and took her upon his 
knee; he looked earnestly in her face, tili the 
child was abasbed ; she hid her face, and wept 

My dear, said Mrs. Bennet, look up; it is 

your fatker /—Lord D folded her in his arms, 

the tear started in his eyes.— My child, said he, 
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\am your father, I fetl that I am ! loqk at me, 
«peak to me, I long to hear your voice. — Give 
her a little time, Sir, said my wife: the cbild is 
abashed. Com3 to me, my Sophia!— The child 
ran to my wife, and wept in her arms. 

He then saluted my daughter, and seemed 
surprised at their stature and improvements.— I 
must be grown an old fellow, said my lord, to 
have such a tall daughter.— -Sophia was just 
turued of eleven years ; my child was thirteen 
months older, but they were nearly of the same 
height ; my Anna was rather mQre plump ; 
Sophia was slender, and finely made. 

It was some time before she could take cou- 
rage to speak before her father ; but the first 
time she opened her mouth, he seemed to devour 
her words— •" The mother's voise exacüy,x said 
he, it tpeaka to my keartJ '— I am glad of it, Sir, 
said L— He smiled, It says more than all your 
eloquence, Sir» said he ; but I shall reply to both 
at a proper time.— My dear, said he, come to 
me; what shall I give ypu ? teil me if there is 
any thing you want or wish !— fNothing, Sir, said 
she; my good friends don't tet me want any 
thing; and they grant me all my wishes.— Sweet 
creature ! said he, your good friends indeed !— 
Speak to her in French, Sir» said Mrs. Bennet; 
she can answer you.— Indeed! said he; I am 
afraid you are at too great expence for her 
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educatioo.— -No, indeed, said my, wife, she can 
very 'well afford it. My Idvc, teil your papa, 
that if he will send you a harpskhord, tJmt ii 
the o*/y ?rwA you haVe not been indulged ha ; 
but teil him so in French.— She did so, and he 
was deiighted with her : he replied in the same 
lü»guage, that he would send her one very soon. 
• I was a silent spectator of this scene, and en» 
joyed it siticerely; she sbewed her father some 
of her drawings, and öther works.«— Upon my 
honour! said he, she wants no accoatpüshmexkU 
that could be given her in a higher Station ; she 
has lost no time. 

I am glad, Sir, that you ane pieased with waat 
has been done for her, seid I ; out aäectiou for 
her would be a sufficient inducement to ns to do 
justice to her t»lents; she desei-ros it, fbrve 
never have had Inf txcasioa to cfrrect, or tveu 
to contradid her.«— But you say uothing «f your 
own daughter, said he.—Ismiled, and repeated: 

Two lovely berries growing on one stein, 
And with two seeming bodies, but one heart; 
Like to a double cherry seeming parted, 
And yet an union in partition. 

Shakspeare. 

Charming, charrarag! said my Lord: «weet 
pair of friends!— He took out his pocket 4p>ok ; 
he gave bis daughter two bank^notes^-No^ 



said he, my sweet giri, kftep dne of thes« Ib** 
yoörseif, amTgive the otber to yottr sister. You 
call her so, don't you?— -Yes, Sir, always, said 
Sophia; but I do not know the vahie of either 
of these. 

He opened them, and shewed her.— -This is 
thirty pounds, and this is twenty.-— Sophia ran to 
her companion, and gave her the thirty. My 
Anna made a low courtesy to my Lord, and 
carried it to her mother. — I bope you will take 
this, mamma, for I do not want it, nor know 
the use of it* — Nor I rieither, s&td Sophia. Prav, 
marama, take mine too.— Lovely creatures ! said 
he; I am delighted with them both.— With your 
leave, Sir, said my wife, they shall both receive 
the money in small portions from me, I will be 
their Steward. But, my Anna; you must not 
take the larger note though Sophia offers it, it is 
a proof that she loves you better than herseif.-— 
That I do, indeed ! said Sophia, and I give ii 
her with all my heart.— I like that spirit, said 
my Lord; I gave it her 011 purpose to see wlie- 
tlier seif was predominant in her ; I am trans- 
ported to see that it is not. 

Next day, when the children were withdrawn, 
my Lord D entered upon the subject he had 
only hinted at before. 

I am going» Mr. Bennet, to reply to your re- 
nuuistrance ; and to shew you that rcoion and 
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not caprice is tbe regulator of roy conduct. You 
are a man of sense, of learning, of a rightjudg- 
ment in 010*/ tkings, but you have taken tbe 
wroitg side of tbe argument between us. Who 
knows better tban you, that neither fc'r/A, nos 
f»r/e, nor riches, are tbe things tbat constitute 
kappiness? You know that it is oftener found in a 
middling Station, than in those oAovt or itlow it ; 
you are yourself bappy in this Station, and have 
not a wuh beyoud it. 

I have placed my daughter in it ; she is happy, 
she teils me so, and yet you want me to take her 
out qfit. Is this jw^wg right? Suppose I were 
to take her from you, who love her so well ; and 
place her under the oart and authority of a 
mother-m-Utw, who hnsfour children of her öw»; 
do you think it wöuld promote her kappiness f 
Night it not destroy her peace, and mine too ? 
beside a thousand petty distresses that atteud on 
pride and parade, which this peaceful happu viliage 
is free from« Taking tkese &nd many oMer cir- 
cumstances togetber, my heart acquits me of 
cither want of care or qffection formy child; aud 
teils m« I have provided in the best manner for 
her happweu- Now, Sir, 1 have answered your 
remonstrance fully 9 I believe ! 

I sxniled, shook my head, and after a short 
.pause, said— If I remain silcnt, your Lordship 
will think I am convinced by your argumenta l 
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htust therefore r'eply to it. There is no argiy* 
ment, however specialis and plausible, that caa 
super sede the eternal laivs qfnaturc and of reason, 
They ordain, that a father sbouid take upon 
himself the care, the education, the protection 
of his child. If a man were at liberty to accept 
or to transfer any of the great dqties of life to 
another person, he would be contented to perforra 
most of them by proxy. 

Your child might have fallen into base and 
sordid hands, that would have devoured her 
property, insulted her person, and depressed the 
noble faculties of her mind. This will not. there- 
fore acquit you of the duties of a father. You 
,put me in mind of those parents ambng the 
Greeks, who exposed those child reu whom they 
did not choose to bring up and provide for ? 
with this difference, however, that tkeir law al- 
lowed of such a practice, but our divine law for- 
bids it, even if the heart should give a dispenta- 
Hon for it. 

My Lord bent his brow.— Sir, said he, you are 
very severe upon me.— Truth, said I, appears tp 
be severe to those who resist or oppose her dic- 
tates.— Mr. Bennet, said he, these are überdies 
that you are not entitled to take with me.-— I 
think otherwise, my Lord, that both truth and 
justice give me a title to use them upon this occa* 
sion; to say notbing of the duties of myfmatwn. 
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j*»MyLord roseup inanger: hewalked outof 
keroom, andinto thegavden. 

I am afratd, said ary wife, that you feave o£» 
feaded htm.— Perhap* so» said I, bot I an per* 
Jbnning a duty that I am called to.— But for the 
dear cWId'e safce I «aid ehe.— »Do not be fHghten- 
ed> nzy fore; *ny Lord n a man ef reaaoit* he 
will recoUect bimself. 

Let me send Sophia to him, sbe will soften 
hin asore thaa all your reaeomng>-~That » right, 
said 1 1 women kaow best where their Btrtmgth 
ües.— -Andwhen to ase it proper/y.— I nope such 
women a*fmr 9 my dear; out send for Sophia.«-» 
Ste did so.-*— Sophia, «aid I, I haive efiended 
your father, he is Walking in the garden : go- to 
him» my child; ask hira to walk in ^ tett hin» 
that I harce nnished all that I had to say to him» 
and «hau never more speak on the tvhjttt, unless 
he ißgi** •*- Can you. reaoember, lovet— *&ke 
repeaied what I had said^^She was gone half 
an hocuv and returned with her father; the 
traces t>f dkpka&ure wäre still lipon his brow. 
Jie desired the child to leaveus for a fe# minotes» 
— Suy said he, I have only one t&tng more to 
say; if you wbh to be veieased 4rom the careoi 
the tkiidy I will take her from you; and I shatt 
fad sorae üt/ter place toput her in, for I-shali 
Ml take her to »y «am tauft. 

Oh not for the wodtf/ said Mrs. Rennet, l 



• s 

eould.not bewr to pari with my Sopkia.— Nor 
would I to any man livingr mit to her father; 
said I, but i£ that cannot be, I wiH supply his 
place to her^— I never wished it otherwne, said 
my Lord. You, Madam, harc a right to ber r 
in prefeience to every body ; but it seemed to 
me, tbat your husband wished to be rid of her.-«» 
No, my lord, said 8he, he did n*t t eould notj 
wjsh it; let me be the Mediator. Mr. Betinet 
bas done what he thinks bis iuty; bat as be can* 
not obtaiit im wishes, be will do wbat ts the next 
hat mc the cbild; he lovea the cnäd as well aa 
either ef its da.«— And I will lote htrmorethm 
ever, saidl, if her father will allow me to do so. 
— Mra, Bennet weat to Lord D » ■ ; she toofc 
bis band— »Will you ftrmt me, my Lord ?— Dts* 
pose of it as you pleaae, most amiable of wo* 
meo !— My dear teubemd> aaid ehe.— I advanced, 
and g&ve nay haaxi; ehe joiaed tfcom.— Let thit 
be the last dahete oa tfck «ander subjeet, «aid 
sbe.«— Be it ,aa, said my Lofd. Wt sat down» 
tfeectiUmweitealledift; and thuteoded the 
mttfcating sabjeet. 

After dmner my Levd »aid,— I mtmded t* 
bave ltft you to*day r bot h wiU atay auotfcer 
night for your aake, Madam? *+ cewiueryot» 
tfcttt all ia fcrgotten oh my paft* henout me 
with your pod opmon, and I will «aVaraar a» 
dcaem it**-Q» the morowr be departtd: ha 
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took a most affectionate leave of his daugbter, 
who did not seem so mach aftected as himself ; 
a very polite one of me and the rest of my family. 
I was now fully convinced tbat Sophia would 
never be publicly acknowledged for his daughter» 
From this time my Lord wrote bot once a 
year. He sent an harpsichord to Sophia ac- 
cording to promise, and advised her of it by a 
letter without any Signatare* He made her no 
more presents afterwards, nor has since visited 
us, or shewn any desire to see or converse with 
his daughter ; but is reckoned a good husband 
and. father to his second family, to wbom all his 
cares and attöntions are devoted. 

The following year was distinguished by two 
remarkable events in my family; the first was 
the death of Mrs. Horton» I feit her loss very 
much, and my wife still more. I was obttged to 
use every argutnent that religion and phüosophy 
Gould suggest, to abats the excess of her grief« 
The children succeeded bester; theydivertediU 
(Brief ismore easily amtued than rt a$oned away. 
She seemed fonder than ever of her two daugh~ 
tert. I told her that heaven had most graciously 
ordained, that the ri&ing gener atum. shouid sapply 
|0 us the loss of the foregoing one. 

Tme f reiuoth and our chüdrtm cttnpany, took 
•wMjyidtegrees the edge oi our grief» and restored 
0ut isüah fer soctety. We.kept «p a friendly 
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iritercourse with raost of the fainilies in. our own » 
and the next parish, but had no very intim ate* 
friendship with any but our cousin Lucas's family/ 
The secoud interesting event of this year was; 
my sending my son to Cambridge. ' He went just* 
before, to visit Mr. and Mrs. Lucas at their de- 
sire; and their eldest son went the year after, as 
a Commoner to the same College. 

My wife took the two girls from school the 
same year, and they became her inseparable 
companious. 

We used to long for the return of my son from 
College, his presence completed our happiness ; 
but in his absence he wrote constantly, and told 
us every thing that happened tö him. 

I demanded of him an account of all those 
young.men with whom he hadf acquaintance. 
He used ta describe them to me, and I was al- 
ways watchful, formy son's sake, lestbe should 
be led by improper Company into errors in con- 
duct. 

. He wrote me word, that young Lucas was of 
an high» ungovernable spirit ; that he was not 
beloved by many ; that tie kept up an appearance 
of civtlity to him, on account of the relationship 
between their parents ; but that h« expected so 
much homage and attention, that, if it was not 
out of respect to his parents, he should never 
go into.his Company. 
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The year followiog be wrote/-— " I have audio 
a new acquaintance, and, if ray fatber will allow 
it, a friend, bis name Gerard Selby, a gentle* 
man of good birth, virtuous manne», and pretty 
iörtune. He b two years above my standing» 
and knowt rauch more of the world than I do ; 
and he is so kind as to give me advice in many 
things that I was ignoratio bow to act in. I haire 
been obliged to him upon many occasions. I 
ask it as a favour to «e,- Sir, tbat you will per« 
mit me to invite Mr. Selby to come wüa me et 
my neitt vacation ; and theo you will see and 
judge, wbetber my heart ha» made a worthy 
election of a friend. 

My best wishes and most afectionate regard* 
attend my motbex and tbe dear girl« ; and, to 
my father, my hearf a duty and affiections. . 

V.Bewnet/* 

I had the happiness of hearing frora my friend» 
at Cambridge, that my son's behavionr and cha- 
racter were unexceptionable. I likewise heard 
an exeellent ckaracter of young Selby ; and I de- 
sired my son to invite htm to visit ue, in my 
name as well as his own. 

The yoimg men came according to invitatio!», 
and tneir .Company made a considerabte acktitkra, 
to the happiness of oor little circle. MyseW, 
my wife, and the two dear gnrls, eadeavoured 
to make the visit as agreeabte as possibto« 
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We 6<Mnetimes read to the ladies, and at otfaers 
conversed with tfaem. We found young Selby as 
amiable as his friend had represented him : the 
youth was an adept in mtisic, he played on the 
vtoHn; Mies Meioombe played on the harpsi* 
chord ; both she and my Anna-Maria sung very 
egreeably. In the moroings they wa&ed, and 
sometimes the girls wkh them ; wbo now began ' 
to expect and receive marks of attention, from 
the yotrth of the other sex . In short, every hour 
was äfled np -delightftilly, and the time passed 
away too fast for us. 

My wife and I began to observe the bebaviour 
of the young girls, and also of our son. I askeil 
her optnion, whether she thought that Valentine 
paid auy particular attention to Miss Melcombe? 
«—I cannot say he does at present,. said she; yon 
Jtnow I have never epoken out coaeemng our 
wishee» but only by very dktant hints, I think 
it better to wait tili his mclinatioo unfolds itsetf, 
and then to give him hopes of succeeding by öe- 
grees; I wonld not have him be teo secure.«*- 
All that I fear, said I, is, lest either of them 
shonld ineiine another way ; and I am actuaUy 
afraid of tlüs young Selby, wbo is very amiable. 
— I think, said my wife,. it would not be amiss 
to insmuat* a hint of that kind to Valentine, and 
see what use he will make of it ; bot it must 
be done with the .utmost 4elicacy^[ leave it 
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to you, my love, said* I ; only let me know the 
result. 

A few days after, 1 asked my wjfe whether 
she had sounded her son on the interesting sub- 
ject.— I haye, said she ; but he seems rather to 
avoid it. I told him, that his friend was a 
dangerou* man to bring among young woraen. 
Suppose, said I, he should conceive a passion 
for ei t her of your $ister$> or eitker of tkem for 
Aim? We might be thought to have interesttd 
views, as the young man's fortune is superior to 
ours. — Don't be afraid, Madam» said he ; Selby 
is a man of honour, and will beh&ve as such in 
all respects.— You seem very indifferent about 
it, Valentine, said I.— Perhaps I am not», said 
he.—Perhaps, said I, you may wish him to like 
one of them ?— Why not, Madam ? said he.— It 
is a mother's part, said I, to guard all points,. 
and to look to all contingencies,— Nobody can 
doubt your prudence, Madam ; but once again, 
you have nothing to fear.— You are very reserved 
to your mother, Valentine.— Excuse me this 
time, Madam ; the hext visit we make here, I 
will be more explicit.— Perhaps it were better 
you were so now, said I.— Excuse me, my dear 
mother, my friend's secrets are not mute.— That 
is true, said I ; and pray remembfer that my pre- 
cautiona are sacrtd also ; a mother fears every. 
thing for the children of her heart. 



209 
i They are sacred with me, Madam, atid ever 
«hall be. — And so ended our,conversation, fron* 
which I can gather nothing decisive. 

During this visit, I observed that young Selby 
paid great attention to Mrs. Bennet, more indeed 
than to the girls; he seemed perfectly sensible 
of her merit upon all occasions. Once he sajd, 
that the greatest happiness of a man's life, was 
to have a woman of merit for bis wife.— You, 
Sir» are a happy man in this, and indeed in all 
other respects. 

Wheo the tjme came for the young men to re- 
turn to College, we parted with them with equal 
reluctance on all sides. After they were gone, 
we talked over every past scene of happiness, 
and often sighed over the recollections. 

At the next excursion from College» Mr. Selby 
urged my son to visit his uncle with him.— It is a 
visit of duttfy said he ; and when it is discharged, 
I will make you and myself amends by a more 
agreeable one to the dear village of S— — . Mn 
Selby 's uncle was also his guardian ; he was more 
than of age, but his uncle had not yet given up 
bis trust, nor settled his account. Young Selby 
went with a resolution to demand botk. The ojd 
man had two daughters ; he was desirous that 
his nephew should marry one of them. 

In the course of this disagreeable visit, Mr. 
Selby's uncle let him know, that he was not in- 
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clined to settk accomt* with bim, uatil he was, 
ossured that he would marry orte of fei* daughters» 

Mr. Selby, finding himself pressed> spoke 
pfainfy bis rerasaJ— I am sorry, said he, to be 
obliged to expose the ckaructer and principles 
of my mother's brother, but you have made it 
necfssaty, Know, Sir, that I will throw off the 
fetters of my ddldhood; and that I will not put om 
the fetters of matrmoMy, but at my own tme, 
and by my own c/toice, which, I assure you, iöH 
not fall upon either of your daughters. So say- 
mg, he went into the stable, and ordered the 
borses to be got ready ; he then acquainted hia 
friend with all that had passed, and told him h» 
resolution to go.away directly. The oki man 
endeavoured to detain tfaem ; bot they took & 
civil leave of the iadm, and rode away directly. 

Selby was continaaliy makmg coniparisoA* 
between this visit, and that to us. 

Mr. Selby, soon after bis retarn, eraployed a 
.gentleman, eminent in the law, to bring bi* 
uncle to account, when it appeared that he had 
embmied the greatest part of hts income dur-> 
ing bis mtnority. This was what he expected ; 
but he determined not to expose bis uncle to 
public shame and punißbrnent« He therefore 
otfered, if he would o*h} account for the last 
year, that he might not begin the world without 
curre&t casb, he would give him a disch&rge fo* 
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tte reat. . The efl täte was between four and fivfr 
bundred a year; hw uncle could not have spenfe 
m«*g tha» «» kttndrtd a year for him while at 
school, aud fae had been allowed two kundred 
since he had been at College; in a tninority of 
teven yeurs, the sum due was considerable ; but 
this good young man cheerfully gave a discharge 
for it, rathef than prosccute hia mother's bro- 
tlter« After this affair was finally settled, Selby 
was impatient to come wkh my son to S— . 
The young men's jöy sparkled in their eyes when 
they entered my house; young Selby rushed into 
my arms, as a ton would to the mosttender 
fatker. 

I swear to yon, my dear Sir, said he, that 
I have not known so bappy a moment as this, 
.lince I v«as hat in this house. My son tuoceeded 
Uia^ whiie Selby saluted the Ladies, wiuch he 
did in raptures of joy. Valentine seemed equally 
bappy, and the girls appeared to naake no drffe- 
rence between tiiein. I detertnined within myseif, 
to know both their keartt before they returned to 
Cambridge. Their behavioyr was easy, frank, 
and affectionate to every person in the femily ; 
Selby had most vivacity; Valcnttne's charac- 
terktic was a sweet placidness of temper, which 
nothing could dkcompose; with the greatest de* 
delicacy of maimers. My daughter was of a 
eprightly tuvn, and osed to tnUfom 0*r conversa«» 
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tions; Sophia Melcombe was more serious. My 
keart feit the merits of them all; and enjoyed 
tbe dear little social circle, round my table, 
with more inward satisfaction, than externa) 
expression ; and my dearest partuer's joy rose 
to her intelligent eyes, and often overflowed 
them, Selby grew as dear to us as any of the 
rest, and shewed us the same mark* of affection. 
I had consulted my wife, and we both agreed 
that Sophia should he told every circumstance 
of her birth and Situation. Her fatUer had not 
forbid it, because he did not think of it ; other- 
wise he certainly would, as it was a part of his 
plan, She shed many tears at the relation; she 
thanked Göd for having given her such pareats» 
in lieu of him who refused to own her» At the 
tarne time, my wife told her there wai a part of 
herfatkcr'ipl**, that she had not yet düclatcd; 
and that she would wait tili the time was rtpefor 
t/.— Sophia blushed; she bowed to her» and 
said, 1 rely upon you, Madam, entirely, and am 
at your disposal. Tbis looked as if she suspected 
the treaty of marriage. My wife said no more 
at that time. About a week after our scholars 
v made their second visit, as I was sitting in my 
study, young Selby tapped at the door.— Come 
in, said I!— He did so — Do I interrupt you, 
Sir?-— Not at all, said I;. sit down, Sir, I am 
glad of your Company.—- He seemed to bavi 
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fcomething of importance to communicate. He 
blushed, hesitated, and looked confused. To 
relieve him, I began to talk of books, and to 
lead htm into conversation. He collected him- 
self, and jturned the discourse on bis own affairs. 
Again I turned the discourse on otber subject*. 
He soon retorned to bis own Situation. I theo 
applauded his behaviour to his uncle, and Said, 
that every thing I had seen or heard of him had 
increased my esteem for him. 

Ah, Sir, said he, I do indeed aspire to your 
tfnendship ; but this is not all. I expect firom 
you the completion of my earthly happiness.— 
Fromme; said I; explainyonrself! — I— I— I-*- 
wishtobeoneof your children, Sir; to call you 
my father, and Mrs. Bennet my mother. In 
short, Sir, I wish to obtain your favour, and 
that of your daugfaer.—JVkich of my daughters? 
said l/smiling»— Oh, Sir, you cannot surely 
doubt! Is not ohe of them engaged already t 

How do you know that r said I.— There is but 
one way> Sir ; your son xoarned nie before I e«- 
tered the house.— Indeed ! said I.—- But, Sir, it 
was a needless precaution ; from the first week 
I was acquainted with Miss Bennet, my heart 
had made its ekction. I was not theo of age, 
nor yet sufficiehtly acquainted with my own *ir- 
cumstances; but the moment I could come to an 
explanation -with you, Sir, I resölved to do it 
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I could not be easy tili I had opened my feeart te 
you, and I trust in your goodness to treat it 
kindly and properly. 

My good young man! said I, you are very 
young to think on marriage, and my daugbter 
ia a mere chilcL I do not mean to marry at 
present, Sir; but, for fear that any ooe shoüld 
htferfert betweea mpself and my keppincss, l 
thpught I could not meution it too som. 

Your fortune is too much above ours; my 
daughter will not have more than a Hiousand 
pounda; which is exactly what her mother 
brougbt me,— ~He looked displeased, 
. Sir» said be, would fortune have naade any 
differeace» in your choiet of that exce&eot wo- 
mai\J~-l amited. I bave sme reesont, Sir, to 
tbink U vmli not, said J.«*-Then do me the j«*- 
tic4 to think I bave the *ame sentmeni*, and the 
mm /fri i wf »»-^EKcu«y me» dear Mr. Selby; I 
am anprehenstve that the worid will think the ad- 
va&tagea toagttat m wr n<k> i& Gase thhs alliance 
«houbft evtr take place.— »Tb* cwrtö shali not 
choose my wiß> Sk; and I am knowa ta Bav* 
totwmk spirit to bave one impostd on rae*~My 
daughter i» but just seventeen, said Ij it is too 
eariy for her to marry, andl thiokfor you too. 
— J agree to that» Sir; I would there&re raafce 
my court to Mias Bennet» rather by silent assi- 
duifciea, than by words.-~I srailed, That is the 
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sarae tning, Mir. Seiby; lovers tan converse by 

Intuition.— He sariied; I believe that may be, 

Sir; but I would not attempt it withont your 

peroussion.—My dear youth, I am convinced of 

your kotfour, and of your merit in every respect. 

I am only afiraid of your majüng an engagetncnt, 

of whkfc you might hereafter repent.—Th&t is 

impossibk, aaid he* But, Sir, hear ray reasons 

for wißhing to do so. A young man of good 

principles, whose afiecitons are engaged, will 

aay to bimself, when under a temptatim, bow 

dare I do tbu& t or tkus, wben I am engaged to 

a vornan of virtue, whose judgment must con- 

demn it ! Her idea will he like a guardian enge], 

constantiy attending me, aad leading me to de* 

serve the crowaof my feUcity.— *My dear young 

man, I am eharmed with your virtue aud good 

eense, and am prond of such a conquest for my 

daughter. Lfit me, however, consult my wife; 

I do notbing withoMjt her concurrencc— I leave 

the decision of my fate m her band« and you«, 

Sir; dispose of me es you think proper« Make 

meyourjtm, atyourownrime, and in your own 

manner > and I caanot bat be 4app?.~-Upon tbis 

he rose up, bowed gracefutty, and retired* 

I was impatitnt to tcU my wife of this ejcpla- 
natton* She was overjoyed at it.— We both 
agveed, tbat gome jrears ktnce it woold be the 
mott desiraMe attianc« in tiae wprU.. 
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We were both bigbly pleased at our son's pro- 
dence in warning Mr* Selby. Some tiroe after, 
as my son was speaking to nie upon the subjeet 
of Mr. SeJby'fi alliance, and expressing the plea- 
$ure he took in the prospect of Selby's being 
united to our family by every tye of love and 
friendship; I asked him smiling, if he had yet 
discovered that hc had a heart*—H* blnshed, 
and smiled.— Seeing a volume of Corneilie's 
works before me, he turned to .the Cid, and 
pointed to Rodrigo's answer to his father, Taut 
autre que man Per*!— -Very applicable, young 
, man, said I; but how came you so well ac- 
,quainted with Corneille?— I will teil you, eaid 
he, Sir; Selby understands the modern lau- 
guages, and he is my tutor in them. I am a 
better Greciau tban he, and sometunea he reads 
the oid Greek authors with me; and thus we au- 
sist each other.— These are the naitual advan- 
tages of virtuous friendship, said I; and I am 
the happiest of faihers. 

Another day, as Mr. Selby and I were speak- 
ing of the French writers, he mentioned the. two 
dramatic pieces, le FiU Naturel, and le Ptre.de 
famillc. He. entered into a discussion of their 
beauties and defects.— In the first of these ' co- 
medies, the writer ßupposes the principal inei- 
dents in ä family history to be woven into a 
dramatic piece ; and, by order of the. father of 

5 



it, 4fais piece to be represented annnallj/, in Or- 
der to pröserve tfae remembrance of the most 
interesting events. Nay, he Orders th» custom 
to be contimted after-his deatb, and an old gen- 
tieman bis iriend to -supply the place in bis exhi- 
bition. It is reaily snrprizing to observe, how 
very naturally «very circumstance is described 
and represented. 

According to your System, said I, 'eoeryfamüy 
night fttrnish a dramatic entertaimnent out of 
the most interesting event* tbat have bappeued. 
in it.— -I think, said Mrs. Bannet» that ours 
would afibrd -a good wüßtet* or perhaps twos 
Tbis thought amüsed us, and we pursued it ine 
whole evening. ' ■*> 

To be rather more aerious, said Mr.- Selby, I 
ttally 1hmk 9 that iftvery father of a family would 
write down the prineipal events in it, it would 
be of use to <hi& posterky, «od it. would be a 
means to excite hk children to good and Iaud* 
able actrons, in order to be well £poken of in «tue 
family histöry. 

, You ahnost persuade me, said I, to write my 
owtt.— I wisb most ardently that yew would) said 
Mrs. Bennet— -My soh and daughters» and Mr. 
^^by, all joinedto persuade me to mderteke it; 
and bete, my dear children» is the ortgin of my 
preseat cmpbyment* 

t 
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After a month speat thus bappily, weseened 
«nore unwilling thanever to part with our friends. 
I was obliged to use many argumenta, to raake 
US look forward to tbe time of meeting again, 
in order to support the Separation. Among 
otbers, I told them that I shoald renew tbe 
pleasures I had eajojwd, by writmg them down; 
and they would be repeated to the fa&es, wben I 
ähould remd tbe story to tkem. 

The y oang men were detighted witfa tbe design. 
~»Let u* take care, saäd Valentine, to to con- 
duct onrselves, that we may raake a goed ap- 
«peacaace in tbe Hi$toryj~~l depend upon yoa 
aati, said I, to fnrnish me vnth subftcU for the 
coHtinwtion of it. 

We received tfaeir adien? and tbe same day I 
began to write myfmmfy üttory, ertlich I rie&gn 
to totng up to thtt penod; and to wait the dect- 
ston of mm mptortmnt «warf», befoie I prooeed 
any/birtfer. I am at tiu»a*f Ja** oneof the htp~ 
pmt oi uumk m d, in «ny prostat otesags nadln- 
ture prospects; wbkh while I eaj/ry, I iift my 
heart in ardent aratitade and awnil jeveienoe to 
the SupreaK Fouvtain of aü my happiness; be- 
seechinghim taa* f inayne»erbe^abawbed:ia 
.<earthly parcaUs, as to lose »igbt of tbe Divise 
Boanty frona whence i reoeive tfrenv! AH the 
good things that are distriboted over the face of 
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Ibis eartbty glöbe, are out as so many rioulets 
flowing from tbe mexhaustible oceon, of tfae 
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of God. 



CONTINÜATION Or THE FAMILY niSTORY. 

r 

ilf«rt£ .15, 177«— ^ 

NeveBt, oh never> let mortal man boast of 
bis happmess on this side of the grave ( For 
vain, fleeüng, and transitory is the State of hu« 
man felicky ! Let bim who reads tbese sheets, 
he warned of this truth; and, having heard of 
my joys, let han listen to my sorrow«. 

Yesterday, my darling, the son of my heart's 
wisbes, was brought home in a «täte betweea 
life and death. He, and bis friend aad brother, 
Gerard Seiby, crossed a water swoln with late 
rains; they were carried down the stream some 
way; Selb/s bojrse swam; his servant turned 
back, a&d galied for assistance; but my son'g 
horse plunged, and was carried iato a current, 
When Valentine saw the danger, he threw him- 
self off, and endeavoured to swim to land ; but 
bis strength failed, and he sunk o&oe. At this 
instant Selbes servant came with several assis- 
tants; they got -a boat that was fastened harc-T 

♦ * 

by, and came . directly to tbe place : my son 
rose, and Selby's servant seized. his hand, the. - 

* z.2 
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rest took hold of his clothes ; they drew him 
krto «the boat, and brought him over to the other 
ßide, where Selby wae already safely landed, 
and Standing in agonies, waiting their arrival. 
My son was then hardly sensible of his Situation ; 
they carried him to the first house at hand, and 
used all possibly xneans for his recovery. As 
soon as he could speak, he begged to be carried 
home immediately. Their clöthes were to come 
after them by the waggon from Cambridge to 
1 ■ , and they had no change of apparel; the 
cottagers could not furnish them. Mr. Selby 
sent his servant forward for a post-chaise; in 
the mean time they took off my son's clothes, 
and dried them as well as they could. The ser- 
vant had a wallet with two shirts in it, which 
enabled them to change their linen. 

The servant return ed with the post-chaise as 
soon as possible. The gentlemen got into it, 
and the servant rode his master's horse; in this 
manner they came forward to S« * ; the ser- 
vant came first, and prepared us to expect some 
fatal accident. In a moment our joy was 
changed to the most bitter grief. The young 
men made the best of it, and assured us all was 
well; but my son was so ill, that I thought pro- 
per to send to I for a physician. He or- 
dered him proper medicines, and I sat up with 
bim mysel£ He had very disturbed rest, and 
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was feverish all night. ^ Tfo-day he is sometbing 
better, and my hopes are above my fears. 

Oh, gracious Heaven, spare my son ! or take 
my life instead of bis; for in his, are included 
roine and his mother's ! 

March ltf. A dreadful night we have past; 
my son's fever run very high ; a streng delirium. 
Selby sat up with him. My heart is overwbelmed 
with grief and apprebensiou. My dear wife pre- 
servea her fortitude of mind; slie comforts nie; 
she looks cheerful. The girls are drowned in 
tears. I can write no more. 

March 17. A better night; quiet rest several . 
hours. 

My family are assembl^d at breakfast.— Oh 
gracious Heaven, let me not presume! let me 
not despair ! 

March 18. God be praised ! my dear son is 
out of danger, if therebenorelapse; thedoctor 
pronounces it so. 

Let us return thanks to the Father of mercies ! 

March 19. We are all joy and gratitude. We 
Camiot speak to each other without tears of joy. 
My son lives; he comforts his parents; he thanks 
his friends. 

We have all been assembled in his room. We 
have paid our united thanks and praises to 
beaven. 

March 2Q. This day our hopes are confrrm.ed ; 

U 
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my son is easy and cheerful ; he has said a thotr- 
sand tender and obliging things to every one of 
bis friends. His heart is affected at our tender 
grief and solicitude for his- recovery, Selby has 
rcsumed his cheerfulness ; he begins to be plea- 
Eant with us ; he has spoken to his Anna upon a 
tender subject; he calls Valentine brotber, and 
Mrs. Bennet his motker. 

This day, as the two lovefy girls approacbed 
my son's bed, he held out a hand to each of 
them. He begged his sister to be grateful to hi« 
dear Selby, for his kindnes§ to him. 

He then let go her hand, and took Sophia's 
in both his own. He looked earnestly in her 
face, and said, — If I had died, you would ha\e 
lost a brother; but if I Uze, you will und in me 
a lov&r, ardent and sincere. Henceforward yoü 
must give me hope that I shall live for you, or 
fcise i shall live to be mhappy. ' So saying, h* 
kissed her hand, and drew her to the chair by 
his bed-side. Sophia blushed deeply; the teters 
stood in her eyes. She sat down, covered her 
face with her handkerchief, and was silent. 

Selby said,— My dear friends, I beseech yoü 
to let your love scenes, be in the comic style ( 
No more tragedy, for heaven's sakel After 
this, our conversation took a more cheerful turn, 
and we spent the remainder of the day as happüy 
ae we had done the former vacaüons. 
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Marck2\. My son came down stairs. He 
assuined an air of cheerfulness, and even viva- 
city ; but bis pale cheeks too plainly shewed how 
much he had suffered, and he was very weak. 
•However we all strove to be cheerful, and to 
encourage our hopes and wishes. 

Marck 22. We received visits of friendship 
and congratulation- on my son's recovery ; and 
the foiluwing day we accompamed him ou an 
airing. He was apparentiy better, and very 
lively. 

Marck. 25. My son is perfectly recovered, 
but he look3 pale and wahr he says he is quite . 
well. Heaven be praised ! 

April 20, A month is passed since the dread- 
ful accident AU ts well, and my young men* 
are preparing to return to College. Valentine 
will take bis degree, and Selby will be ordainec^, 
before they rejurn to us again. Thegirls are am 
lively as birds, and we are determined not to 
ßbow any signs of sadness at their departure. 

April 26. The dear youths are gone. We 
are all very low and dejected j. we assume aivs of 
bractry % but they will not Support us. The girle 
affect reserve and distance; bat I see and ieel 
witk joy, that their hearts are unittd. 
• God preserve my dear childrenl ^nd all 
thingt of worldly concern will be as nothing to 
«xe ia thö balaoceJ 



224 

May I. Letters from our (fear yoang men. 
Valentine's was addressed to me; Selby's to my 
wife. Both speak of their journey by Short 
" stages, to favour Valentine's tendev health. 

Selby's letter requests the favour of corre*- 
sponding with my wife,. and thtovgk her with his 
mistress. 

My wife permits het daughters to write to her 
sons. The dear girls are rather distressed how 
to address thenu My Anna says she will mortify 
tlieir vanity, lest they should be too secore. 

Tor wänt of other materials> I will transcribe 
the young women's letters. 

"Sirs, 

" As yoü each thougbt proper to address your 
letter to both my süter and self y and from yovr 
friend as well as yourself, I shall reply to both, 
«und perhaps for both of w. 

So you think yourselves quite S€Ctire of u*; 
, and alread^ begin to treat us as your nJyecUf 
Now it is my opinion that ouv history will be 
very dull and tiresome, unless some difficulties 
are thrdwn In the way, to excite your spirits* 
and enliven your imagination. I thiok you ought 
to have rivals to contend with, and perils to ea- 
counter; and I would not have you be too oer- 
- tain that you will not. . 

Last Sunday Mr. J. Rowland, a bachelor io, 
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opr village» not above ßvc and forty > appeared 
atcbuicb üx&new suit of light-gi^en clothes; 
he made me a very significant bow f and I ani told 
he intends to ofier me bis per&on and fortune. 
Look to it, Selby ! you dp not know wbat allure- 
ments may be in them. 

Nay, othtr foiks bave tbeir admirers and their 
bom as well as /• And, once again, do not be 
too secure of us. You took us at a disadvantage 
in an hour rfgrief and compassim; but nQw thajt 
we bave recovered our spirits, we do not intend 
to be so easily won. I leave it to Sophia to say 
wbat she pleases; she.is a gentle soul, and loves 
to give pleasure rather than pain: I think there 
ought to be a due proportion of 6oM.— Teil us 
that you are botb well and happy, and we will 
keep up tbe ball witb you; but don't deceive us, 
in order to make' ms pity you: if you do, expect 
reprkad froro 

'«* A- M. Bfitf NET.*' 

u Gentlemen, 

H I conform to my sister Annans address, 
and will say a few words to you botb. Sbe is 
a dear saucy girl; but threatens more than she 
Kiean* to execute. I dare say your knowledge 
©f her and of yourselves, will en#ble you to sup- 
port her resentment 

1 am mach oblig^d for tbe books you sent me ; 

l5 
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tut I think the lady is an outrageous coqyet, . I 
teil my Anaft that if she had bee» introduced 
into the grrat world, she would have resembied 
Marianne, in mure than one respect. She threatens 
revenge, fer the sarcasm 9 as she calb it* . { 

I am vc 17 much concerned, that M. Marivaux 
did not live to fiiiish it,and thatnowriterof eqüal 
merit has since attempted it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benuet write; so I leave family 
subjeets to them. 

I earnestly wkh to hear that you are in perfeet 
liealth, and that you think of your frknds hcrt f 
as often as they do of you. 

Sophia Mblcom»*.* 

May 20. A letter from Mr. Mclcontbe, as he 
chooses to be called, enquiring "after my fami» 
ij: whether my childreii are not yet marrktgt« 
able, and whether I mean to fulfil my e*gage* 
ftieitt. - ' 

May 24. I have answered this letter; have 
claimed the agreement; have acqüamtedhimwith 
the late aCcident; with my daughter^s engage- 
ment to Mr. Selby, and with the prqwiit State vi 
myfamily. * * 

June 15. A letter from Mr. Lucas, #ith a 
äesire to kaow my soris opinion of Ms *a*>rha* 
jacter and behaviour at Cambridge ; having 
heard complaints of his proud and arrogant \>e- 
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4*viour tbere. tu my autwer?, I begged to fat 
excused giving particulars, as front my sooi's m- 
formet ion; but ia geueral, that I believe he b 
not misinformed, 

- /trat 22. My wife came to me in my study; 
ah« eaquired afler my kealth aad apirita; ahe 
talked upon serious suigeets, particularly upün 
xesigoation to tue divine will.— -Suppose,said sbe f 
your son were taken frora you by a sieddtn strokc, 
or by a lingtring skknew; wkicA would be tbe 
most supportabk ?—My beert sunk withia rae« 
I fear» I fear! said I, you bave aome bad news 
ta commiinicatej is my so« dangcrmsty »#?— I 
Lop« not, said she; but you ought to arm your- 
seif witb resolutiou.— Have you beaxd any thing 
jarticular, said I ?* I.am sa^my love, this warrt- 
"big is not for natking?— She drew twa letters out 
of ber pocket.-*Let us read tbem togetber» said 
abe; perbapa my feass may ba^e magnifad tbe 
danger.— I read tbem; and theu thxew tbem be- 
tweea these leaves. Alas— I bave not spirits ta 
transcribe tbem« 

I will pray for p*<Moe«a&d , resignation; and 
aubmit to Um dtspeoal *£ Pcwidea*n u> all 

thiiaJir«, 

TO MAS. BS* SET. 

M I e&nwoT prevaü u?qa anyaetf to be stteot 
aoy loAg^oa^sul^t tkafc jjwe* »ft tränte 

1.6 
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•ebnet™* though I know I shall commumeate at 

least an equal shartoi it; but I dread the efects 

o( a *m % priz£. My dear fiiend and brother Va* 

lentiue, is in a very bad State of heakh, aiid haa 

tnä&y symptoma of the amsxmptivc kind. I bave 

bad the best -ad vice for bkn; 1 have made him 

obsenre tbe regime» prescribed by Dr. H . ■ ■ » . 

Jie rides out every day, he draks asses milk, he 

iakes eveFy medkiae that ia ordered; but, aks, 

I doflft see rauch amendment» l beg of yotr, 

Madam, to ipförra Mf. Bennet ef these partieu* 

lars, in the way that yoa thkik will be least 

akrming to hin*, l know your prudence and 

affection; l trust ia your pkty and fortitude. 

I wait your Orders; and, upea tbe first-svim* 

mons, I will bring my patient hotne, if you think 

bis presenee will give satisfection to yau or bis 

father. I devote myself wbolly to your xervieey 

and earnestly beg that you will k>ok upon me as 

your son and sfirvan v 

©• Sexbt* 

to miss bbhnbt. 

u y^iru wbat transport could I answer my 

dear Anna MarL's sprigbtly letter, if my heart 
were at ease! 

" Alas, belöved of my soul ! tbere is no occa- 
sion to seek for perils to enemmter, for difficutties 
to övercemej whea we reflect oxr tbe wteertam 
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tmmrt vpsta wKch poor mcörtals hold ineir eaHh- 
lyjvgpäte**. Even at this moment, l perceive 
fbttfpptOf&k of trou&le and affiiction; in whicti 
t fear distant, as well- as present, evib.— Arm 
ydttfraelf* my dearest, with Christian plülosophy, 
to withstand the approaching trial.— Fowr bro- 
)bei* and mAie ts, I fear» BVaifedsftä^r way.— Voa 
tfll'be called opon to be the support and com- 
fort ofyowr /stier, motker, sister, and /wer. I 
will be your assodatein every act of piety and 
tffection; andv by sharing this buithen, endea- 
vow to AgAto» it to you all. • v 

" Let nie ask. your adviee in a point of tm« 
ptetance. Po you tbink it will be less distress* 
vtg to your revered parents, to #*e yoor brother> 
or to fear of kirnt l am yoors and theirs en- 
tirely; let me know their pleaeure, and I wiM 
immediately obey it. If I can perceive any fai 
väurable Symptoms, I will instantly inform you 
of it; but the disorder is evidentfy npon his 
fmgs f and I fear fr the eonseqverice of the lat? 
unfortunate accident; and he is esiaciated to a 
great degree in a short time. Perhaps my Jtoe 
may increate mjftttrs above the damger; but I 
dare uot'atterapt to conctaior extenuoH them, to 
any part of your family. Faveur me with an 
answer at soon as possible; teil me your parents 
determinatura, and I wil hold royseif in readi- 
fcess to obey their «ompiOÄS, if Itey detise» a»I 
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«ppose thcj will, t* «e tbefe feit FafeaMan 

otherwise I wilihere perform every duty ef lo«+ 
and frieodahip» feriun tActr« and $*ar# white 
I fcave life» 

G. Sbui." 

JwÄf 30» I ha?» wfitte* to Selby, desiring 
bim to bring my soo lo my arm» with all oo*» 
venient apeed ft Chat I may see him aa loag as 
heaven permita me to enjoy tbat happioets. 
. JWjf 9. I am a*>w preparing lo meet raj 
trial ; I expect my apoa every heur. I wiU pray 
fer compoaure- and fortitude. 
. «Wy 19. I have seen my son and have read 
|us aenteuce ia bis pailid ceunlenance aad ema* 
ciated body» AU my Jatnily a*e overwhelined 
with grief; yet every onestrivea to conceal their 
portion, kat.they ahould increase that of tha 
pest. What a aceae of teader grief« and speak* 
jnga^ence!. 

• The deareei of wemea auppresses her emo- 
faws t and emf^py* tvery art of suothing ten- 
4exnesa Ia camfort her tmhappy huaband;, slie 
)ocka and acta Wie a. auyerier being» 

E&ccllept wwm*&?-{ witt strive Ia imitate 
jthee; an&lo laiue and.give eomfort, to all tkose 
wfce kwe me» 

- Jnfy £Q.*— Tbegreatofti lose a human crealure 
£** a*ataa^ ia tha^af ajmmamg child. Wbea 
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a parent dien, the child is comforted, because it 
b,fccördin£ tu the jbrder of natur,e; fyit ybeg 
the child dies before the pareiit, the orderof 
nature seems to be reversed. It is a great 
trial; bat fioir can aoy tamffoiy griei, hurt a 
fceitig essured of immortalityr 
~ Jnhf t7*~Tter* are no hopes of my son'a «► 
covery ; be knows bis Situation; he ha* peiiönnfr 
«d all tbose actis which üur teligioa eajoins; bfc 
1ms takea* tbemost affecüng farewel of every orofc 
*f bis friends.— »He said to Sophia, " May yotf^ 
wry beiovedahdconiracttd bride, meet wttfi a 
fcuaband every way my snperior. 1 ahrays ha4 
a kind of presentiment that we sbould neter be 
tnttcd, and für this reason. I tetfraintd mysdf m 
my behaviour towards you; I rejoice thatldid 
so; and bope it will kssen yoor regret for me; 
All of you join in comforting my fether. Rei» 
meraber, my dear parents, that tfeis is oaly a 
temporary Separation. I Aope-—] kcUcve~l am 
ccrtain we sh^all meet again.!" 
* 1 treasure up every word that felis firm tote 
ups of my angelic son.— Alaai i know not htm 



August 1.— a The Lord gste, and the Lor4 
44 halb taken, away ; and blesscd be the name of 
» the Lord P* 

- Here endeth the H$tmy f the eaithly Aqpc% 
aad tha nqm of BentieU 
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O. SEX.1Y. 

Xf es. Bkvnst gjh« me her permisskm to re» 
capitulate the past melancholy Events, so far al 
to connect them with the succeeding part of the 
Jaraüy history. Though Che n*me of Bennet n 
iott, hk posterity mrenat extinct, the hopes of 
his children revive, and they look fbrward to 
the blessings wfcich Frovidence rosenres för them. 
The death of the feiend and brother of my 
heart, was a severe stroke to every person ia 
the family. Though my soul was penetrated 
with grtef, I was ohliged to conceal it, and to 
be the comfbrter of the rest; this affliction sunk 
the deepest into the mind of Mr. Bennet, yet 
•both he and hio exceUent wife ßtfove to conceal 
iheir grief fron each otker. Mrs, Bennet ex* 
*rted her ntmost resolution, and gave an exam» 
ple to the Test of us. Mr. Bennet strove to do 
the same; whenever his grief beeame too *ppa- 
*»#, . he nsed to retire into his study > and there 
implore Heaven to grant him fortitude and com» 
^osnre; but he lost his rest, and his appetite, 
and sometimes was sick and fainting. We made 
him take the air often, and I insisted upon per* 
Joqning his pastoral duties. Mrs. Bennet ob- 
served every turn in his couatenance p and used 
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every method to amuse his mind, -und restore 
bis health. 

By her desire I wrote to the Earl of D< * » y 
informjng bim of Mr. V. Bennet's death, Mr. 
Hennefs State of health, and his daughter's en> 
gagement to rae. 

In the last stage of Mr. V. Bennet's sickness, 
Mr. Lucas wrote to his. father, desiring^ tbat he 
might accompany his two eldest sons in a tonr 
ihrough Switaerland, and part of Gennany. By 
Mr. Bennet's order, I gave hira an account of 
the hopeless State of young Beunet, and the Si- 
tuation of the rest of the family. Afterwards, 
I wrote him word of the young man's deatb» 
and the effect of it upon his father. We now 
received letters of friendshjp and condolence 
from him» Mr. Bennet aeemed to revive, and 
to exert all the cesolution he was naaster of to 
overcome his grief. He continued to retire into 
his study several times in the day, and some- 
times staid several hours there. Mrs. Bennet 
aod myself thougbt he was too pften and too 
long alone; we hiated so much to hirn ; but he 
assured us that the time he spent there,. was the 
Mource of the amendment we. perceived in him; 
and. thatboth bis health and spirits were the 
heiter for it. 

, One day that Mrs. .Bennet was uneasy at his 
long atay Jbare, Jjveut ajhd^tapt at ttaadoor; it 
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*ra8v& qoartcr of an hour before I had aoy so* 
s wer; at last I heard him speak in a faltering 
voice that alarmed me. He opened the door, 
-and spoke imperfectly; he asked my pardon, 
end told me he had fallen asleep. After he was 
soinewhat recovered, I ledhiminto theparlour, 
and told Mre. Bennet the reason we staid so 
long; he looked so placid and cheerful, thatshe 
was quite satisfied. 

' From this day we percelved a gradual altera» 
tion in Mr. Bennet; he grew heavy, sleepy,. le*> 
-thargic; he looked perfectly easy; but after 
cating, or whenever Uis attention was not kept 
«p, he dropped asleep* 

Mrs.Bennet saoaobserved it, and mentionedit 
to me. I caukft not deny that I saw it as. plaiaiyv 
The event too weH jasttfed onr fear»," We 
«eist for an eminent physicians and proceeded 
by bis directions; but bis distemper gatned 
grouocL He was easy and happy, nnless whe* 
disturbed; and then he would heg us to leavt 
him. I am well and happy, he would say ; why 
do you Interrupt me! Ouce, when hesaw Mra, 
Bennet in tears, he seemed in great emotion.-— 
Do not let me see von werp* he «aid ; I caxmol 
kear it!— Another tlme he said to her, I am 
going to leave you 9 wifex>f my souU You mast 
give tbis Imng to Selby, and make hiro yeur 
aon— «frn»ther titBe, X an goiug t? b$ iMtns/i 
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vrky shonld ycra be wretehdd ) We sball metf 
again hereafter. 

Mr. Beunet died tbirteen raonths after hm 
son. Never wo» man more beloved and la- 
mented; the whole parish were present at his 
funeral, at wbich I aasisted a» cbief mourner. 
I paid the sad last duties to my fritnd and my 
fatker, whom I loved as rauch as pne human 
being eotild love another, 

Tbis shock, though long expected, was se» 
Y^rely feit by Mrs. Bennet, inaomuch tbat her 
chÜdren were alarmed for for ^i/e; a life of in* 
fiaite vulue to tfaem. Their attention« were so; 
tender, that she could not but be aßected bj 
thera* Sbe promised tbem to wrestle witb her 
grief, and to look forward to the eomforts that 
remained to her; to endeavour to live for them* 

Aller the first edge of the grief of the fauaily 
«n» a little abated) I wrote to Mrs. Lucas, int 
Ibnning her'of Mt, Beunet'e death, She wrotf 
an answer, and conjured Mrs. Beanet, by their 
long friendship and Bear rek£ionship> to te&ve tbe 
8cene of her late sobtqws, and came to her i» 
Staffordsfaire ; to spead söme time there, tili her 
grief shoulctbesoftened by degteea,aad hex health 
tatabli&hed by «hange ofe air r exereise,. and tu* 
Company of her friends. Sbe desifed her to bring 
§M hercküdren withoutscruple, andhexown «er« 
iftirts testend her» fifrfrfeaflpqghft tontoja^fc 



*30 

ito excuses, for that she would not accept aafj 
and desired us to bring her without delay, for 
that jihe was certain her cousin'& gtief would not 
abate while she staid at S 

We all seconded Mrs. Lucas's invitatio, and 
besought Mrs. Bennet to accept it. It was. with 
the utmost difficulty we prevailed on her. I 
wrote to Mrsw Lucas» that as soon as we had 
performed some necessary duties at S ■ f we 
would thankfully accept her invitation. 

Mrs. Bennet wM obliged to afcteod to busi- 
ness, whieh in the vcry act turned her mind from 
the objeets of her distress to those of her ufiec» 
Hon. She was- the executrix of the will. 

Just at this tiroe, my good friend Mr. Butler 
$ook refuge in our parish; he had been ül-jused 
and peraecuted for bis svppased ophuans. 

As soon a« I was inducted to the living of 
S ' ' " , I engaged Mr. Butler to be my curat« 
for one year, and prevailed on a fifrmer in the 
parish to take him into his family as a boarder. 

I next wrote to Lord I > » by Mrs. Rennet'* 
erder, and in her name, beging him to suffer 
Miss Melcombe to contitme with tbe remains of 
4he Bennet family. The young lady wrote also 
fcerself, bat with ewy precqMtian, lest she should 
Äffend her Aeqgity parcmt. It was as follo ws : 

" Sophia Mekooibet with every aantiment of 
dutjr aad obedi qn c e » jrcquests jrf the gpaliema» 
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vtbo faas hitherto been her gnardian, that be will 
permit her to remain in that family, to which 
her heart is allied by every tye of gratitude aud 
affecüon." 

Ijord D answered her letter, to Mrs. 

Bennet; he latnented tlie loss of her husband 
and son ; he thanked her for her affection and 
care to his ward; he desired that she might con- 
traue under her protection, as long as it should 
be agreeable to all' t he parties concerned, 

Sophia's fortune had been placed in the public 
funds by Mr. Bennet during herchildhood; and 
he ordered, by bis will, that as soon as she 
should €omc of agej it should be surrendered 
iato her own hands. He had saved, and added 
to it, sufficient to make it füll three thousand 
pounds. 

Every point relating to the executorship being 
settied, I conducted Mrs. Bennet and her daugh- 
ters to the nouse of Mrs. Lucas, where she was 
xnöst cordially received. 

I took up my residenoe with Mr. and Mrs« 
Bates, who treated me as an oJd and intwnate 
friend, or rather as the son of Mrs. Bennet« 
The lenient hand of time, the good Offices of 
her friends, the piety and goodness of her owa 
heart, enabled that excellent woman to *edace 
the excess of her grief within the limits of orea- 
son; and her affection fbr her remaining chiK 
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äien, made her interested in «11 that conoemed 
theni. 

Some months alter Mr. Beimet'* death, I 
ventured to solicit her to confirm my engage- 
xnent to her daughten She toid »e, afce wished 
sne to defer our marriage tili the year wasßtify 
txpircd, and we abould letoro to the village of 

I shall not, said she, rende at the paraonage; 
I have a little bouse in my eye, wliich I intend 
to purchasej it shall he ütted op for Sophia and 
me; we will be your neighbonrs and friends, 
and we will share your hopes and comforts. 

The eldest Lucas, came to his parents house 
to take his leave, before he went on his travek. 
Theaecond ton came also fironi avisit to a rela- 
tion of his fatherV; he was an amiable youtb, 
and the revme of his brother in every thmg« 
. Thti t&ätsr brother took particular «oöce of 
Miss Meloombe, but in a manner that shewed 
he thought he did her fcoo much honour by it 
She had an ünfoigned dislike to him, and avoided 
his coinpalay -aa much as possible. The second 
directed his 'attention» to Miss Bennet, but in 
fcmanuer the most engaging and polite. He 
bmented her engageraent to me, and-determined 
tb suppress bis passion; hoping that time, ah- 
senee, and travelling, wauld «nable him to 
■overcome it. He behaved as a friend and bro- 
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Aer to me; owoed bis wishes, but frarikly re-" 
signed all pretenskras. 

The eider Lucas took an impertinent liberty 
with Miss Melcombe; she repulsed him, with 
*pirit equal to his own. 

He. resented her disdain; he told her it was 
time for her to forget Valentine Bennet. She 
«nswered him, that she never deeired to forget 
^im;— But, said she, if Valentine Bennet had- 
never lived on earth, I could never have loved 
Valentine Lucas.— He was in ä rage; be threat- 
*ned revenge* 

She thought proper to relate &e whole story 
to Mrs. Bennet; and this circumstance madeus 
Ulm our eyes homeward, thinking.it best to put 
an end to out Visit. 

Mrs. Lucas was unwilling to consent to her 
-departure.— You have not yet fraisbed your year, 
my dear couski, said she; and that was the 
time I prqpoeed te -detail* you here: I cannot 
consent to part with you, tili it is expired. 

Mrs. Bennet hinted, that there were some 
«ireumstances that rendered H proper to abridge 
töiat term. Mrs. Lucas msisted upon knowing 
what they were. Her cousin eould not refuse 
her ; she told her in confidenoe all that had 
$assed. 

Mrs. Lucas was vexed at her son's behaviouxv 
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— WouldtoGod, saidshe, tbat Valentine could 
engage Miss Melcombe's aifiectionsJ but I fea^ 
t»is behaviour has given her a disgust to him« I 
will make him ask her pardon; and, perhaps, 
some time hence, when he has seen more of. 
tbe world, and knows how to give others the 
same consequence he takes to himself ; he may 
become worthy of her/avour. I sincerely wish 
k could be so, 

Miss Melcombe is the only person 4o decide 
this point, said Mrs.. Bennet: I should wish to 
be excused interfering in this matter. I think, 
it would be better to let it fest; especially as 
Mr. V, Lucas dependson Miss Melcombe's keep- 
ing it £rom you, uoless he should offend her 
again.— You say true, my dear cousin* Let it 
rest tili Valentine returns tirom his travels; it is 
best that in tkese toset .the keart should take its 
ow4i course. Lnvill be silent in regard to what 
you have told me, and leave the event to Pro« 
vidence. 

Mrs. Bennet thought it proper that I should 
return to S - , to prepare for her reeeption ; 
and then invite her to come home. She gave 
xne a commission to purchase the house she de* 
sired to have, for herseif and Miss Melcombe. 

By this time the melancholy year drew towards 
a conclusion« I received Mrs. Bennef s Orders 



to oome and conduct her and her family home 
to their belovedvillage; and I joyfully hastened 
to obey the welcome sumraons. 

At my arrival I found the youhg Lucas*» were 
gone, which gave me great pleasure.~Mr. Va* 
lentinehad asked pardon for his behaviour to 
Mist Melcombe; bat I underslood frora her that 
it was in consequence of a kmt from his mother; 
that Miss Melcombe was descended from afe* 
mily superior to his own. Tlie lady understood 
it so ; and it gave her the highest contempt for 
hk». 

Augusts I made an acquaintance with Ed- 
ward Saville, E&q, an amiable and accomplished 
young gentleman* 

After «eine tiu*e spent in »preparations, Mrs. 
Bennet was settled in her new habitation, and 
promised to complete my happtness as sodn as 
the year should be expired. * 

September 21. May this day Jbegin a new and 
auspicious aera! This däy Gerard Selby and 
Anna Maria Bennet, were united in the holy 
bands of marriage, in the parish church ofS ■« 
Mrs. Bennet gave her daughter to me* Mr« 
Putler performed the ceremony. 

The same day Edward Saville, Esq. made ä 
proposal of marriage to Miss Sophia Melcombe, 
in the pre$en,ce of my revered mother and my? 
seif» \ 
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LETTER XVII. 

i 

UR. SAVILEE TO MR. JOHNSOW- 

Fribhdo£ my virtue and my happmess! to 
you I must diadose my grief : I am almost dis- 
tractedl forgive s me if I utter nonsense, phreasy, 
aad exfcravagance! Tbe enormer of my soul, 
the aibiter of my happiness, is lost, is carried 
off! Ob, Heaven! Sophia Melcombe is stolen 
away from us. 

Tbe dear creature was Walking with Dolly 
Grove from Mrs. Bennet's to the parsonage ; two 
men waftched them, tili they came out of sight 
Of any house; they then seized upon Sophia, 
and hurried her between them to a post-cbaise, 
at sorae distance; hoth she and her companion 
ftbrieked in vain for help. 

They did not attempt to detain Miss Grove : she - 
came running to the parsonage out of breath; she 
eould not speak, but sat down, and fainted away. 

Upon her recovery, she related the above par- 
ticulars, which have thrown us into a State of 
oen&i&ion and distraction. 
. My apprehensions point out the author of 
this cruel mischief ; that infernal woman, and 
fcer emissaries) Yes, I now widerstand it,— 
tfeisis the revenge they threatened upon me; 
but I will hazard my life ainKfertuiie to discover 
this mystery of malice. 
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Mr. Selby i» goÄfe vtp to tS« Httfl; fl«* ttfft 
speak to that base womört; he wirl ftear" whstt 
she says, and judge by fterr behavfoür* what shartf 
she has in this viltainy. In the mean time, tny 
horses are getting ready to pursuerthem. 

Yoong Elliott, of whom I have made mentiori 
before, xame tö Mr. Franklins two days ago ; 
he hatfoffered bis service to gowith me, in pur- 
*uit of the darling of every heart in this family. 
We shall go to t ■ ■ ■ " , and take a post-chaisö 
there; a lad whom I had lately hired, will at- 
tend üb on horseback; we shall travel night and 
day tili we overtake them. 

Mr. Selby is returned : he % can learn nothing 
from the female magirian of that inchanted Cas- 
tle. She heard hts story with seeming surprize. 
— Bless me ! said she, how extraordinary this 
adventure ! how similar to. what has happened 
to myself ! This very morning, a young gentle- 
man and lady eloped'from my house. I am ig- 
norant of their scheine, but I suppose they wifl 
be heard of on the other side of the Tweed:— 
Mr. Selby was very serious with her: he told 
her, that Miss Melcombe's relations were peo- 
ple of distinction ; that they would call to a so* 
vere account, all that had any hand in this vile 
action, Hesoothed, he threatened* her, but 
all in vahi : 'she denied any knowledge of the 
action, or the persons cöncerned in it : But at 
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the saqie ttme he saw in her eye a look of trb» 
umph and satisfaction, the malignant triomph, 
of vice over exemplary virtue. 

He left her in indignation» and hastened back 
to acquaint us with the unsuccessful effort he 
had made. 

My mjnd presages, that Lord S - i - ■ is the 
traitor who has carried away Sophia ; and that 
Clayton and Miss Freewill, are the other pair, 
I will find them living or dead. 

Honest Sam Elliott is my companion and 
comforter. I shall write to Mr. Selby a minute 
account of every thing, and he will transmit it 
to you tili I can find leisure to write to you. 
My next will be from London. ' 
" tAdieu, my heartfs friend and monitor, 

Edward Saville» 
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LETTER XVIII. 
* • 

* JfÄ. SAVILLE TO IHK REV. MR. SEXBY. 

C<khtttar t Mtnday, i% 9cUjt< 
DEAR SIR, 

W hxle the horses were changing, I boüght a 
tjiiire of paper and a paper-case, which now 
cerves nie as a desk to write upon. I have al- 
*ca<{y the satisfaction of knowing that I am in 
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the rigbt track. I am now certain that Lord 
S ■ and Mr. Clayton are the traitor»; every 
circumstance connrms-it. 

At a viüage called Ardleigh, three miles from 
Colchester, we met two pair of horses with the 
postilUons; they were very hot, and it immedi- 
ately occurred to Elliolt and me, that they were 
those hjred by our adventurers. We stopped 
and questioned them. 

I put money iuto their hands, and they told 
me all they kaew. They were hired %t I ■ ■ ; 
the post-chaiees belonged to two gentlemen ; 
each had an additional pair of horses to his own. 

£acb gentleman had a lady with bim ; Ihey 
all answered the description I made of theuu 
One lady had on a xiding-dress, that was u/i- 
doubtedly Miss Freewill ; the other had a linen 
gown and coat, and a hat trimnaed with greea 
ribband. Too surely it was my angel Sophia^ 
the true Simplex Mmditü*. 

The men saw but a glimpse of the ladies, fqr 
the blinds were drawif up all the way. 

The relays met them on Ardleigh Heath, We 
hastened füll speed after them, in hope to over- 
take- them ; but it seems they went on the back 
side of the towu, we went the forward way, and 
they have again got the Start of us. We changed 
%horses with all possible expeditioo ; and again 
we renew our chace, 

k8 
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EViott lovßp 4o enfage ihetn, in bis pbrase. 
. If I could but *ee tbem an the ofling, aays he, 
I Warrant I would soon be up witb ibem. 

Again we have met the hack-horses on their 
return. Tbe artrul villains always contrive to 
change horses, before they come into tbe post« 
towns. They must have servants, to order and 
get tbem ready the rooment they arrive ; btit by 
speaking to the postilions, we shall go to the 
same bouses. 

• Tbe horses bekmging to tbese fekmd are left 
here; they have taken fresh ones to Iiford. The 
landlord of the Wbite-Hart teils us, tbat one of 
the, gentlemen is a Lord, and tbe other a Baron- 
jknight; oae of thetn is brotber to one of the* 
ladies, tbe ether a lover ef tbe other lady ; that 
sbe «las goipg to Bteal a marriage witb a man of 
low degree, but her brotber prevented her ; and 
i% going to carry tbem abroad, to prevent the 
story from bejtng known. 

Artfttl villains! tb)6 aeeounted for tbe ladies 
reluctance to go witb tbem. 

He «ays, the ladies were lifted into the post 7 
cfoaises; and tbe men bid -the poatilions drive 
like devils,for *heyshould be latehome." Oh 
thtit home, wfeere is it to be foundf I will have 
no home myself, tili I know where that is. 
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Confusion and disappointment ! JThe revisher* 
have again escaped us. We are tired and faint> 

I am almost in despair ; these men have or- 
dered their postilions todrive them co some place 
in tbe borough of Suuthwark? the landlord is 
positive to this circumstance. I have desired 
him to «et intelligence of the place wbere they 
stop, and I will reward him amply for his trouble. 

I want little food, and no rest, tili I know that 
öur Sophia is in safety» 

Intercepted, disappointed, fatigued in body 
find mind ; mortified to death, and almost dis- 
tracted ! 

Once within sight of the chaises ; my servant 
making signs to the postilions to hasten after 
them, when we were stoppet! by two or three 
cursed carts and drays in Whitechapel ; Elliott 
and I, urging, praying, threatening in vain, 
When tbese devilish impedimentswereTemoved. 
the chaises were out of sight, ' 

Qur postilions went wbipping and driving over 
London Bridge, and to the Sun Inn in the 
Borough : and now here we are, without *any 
chance of getttng nearer to them. * 

I would set out again directly, but Elliott and 
the servants are against me. 

f will not send you a letter in this State of 

tincertainty. I will walk out wbüe the horses 

M 4 
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are getting ready. When I think of what Sophia 
tnay suffer, I am almost distracted. Oh that I 
could meet the villain that has stolen her away f 
I would risk my lrfe to recover her, and punisk 

Sout&wari, s •Ckck, Tuuday Afienmn* 

Here I am still, my friend ; but I am quite 
another man than when I spoke with you last. 
Hope warms my heart, and bids me communi- 
cate its cheering influence to all the friends of 
my dear Sophia. 

With the first ray of light, I sallied forth kito 
the street, hardly knowing which way I went» 
I had not gone far, before I saw over a shop- 
door, the name of Searle. I instantly recollected 
the name of Miss Jones's partner in trade ; and 
it occurred to me, that she might possibly be of 
Service to me, by making enqulries after such 
persons as oui; fugitives, and whether they were . 
lodged in the Borough. 

I asked for Mrs* Jones; observing her hint, 
that she passed for a widow. Presently after, I 
hcard her voice, saying, Who can want me thus 
early? As soon as she saw me, she setup akind 
of shout for joy.— Mr. Saville ! how happy I am 
to see you here, Sir! But, if I am not mistaken, 
you do not look well nor happy ?— Indeed I am 
neither, at this time; but I could not pass this 
door without enquiring after your bealth, Madam* 
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I should hävebeen mörtified to the last degree 
if you. had, Sir. Pray walk into the parlour.— 
No, Madam, I cannot now stay; I am in pur- 
suit of a villain, who has robbed me of all that is 
dear to me.— Robbed you of all that is dear, did 
you say ? Is it a lady that yt>u have lost, Sir?— 
Too surely it is; and I have reason to suspect it 
is one of Lady Belmour's crew, that has carried 
heraway. Färewell, Madam.— Stay, Sir; per- 
haps I maybe able to giveyou some tidings of 
her.— Would to heaven you could !— Permit me 
to try for it. She smiled, and went on. 

" Whereas a gentleman and lady eloped from 
Lady Belmour's seat yesterday morning ; who* 
ever Frings tidings of them, shall receive the 
acknowledgments of Edward Saville, £sq. beside 
the rewards of their own hearts. Am I right, 
Si r ?"— I shook myhead.— Your accountis only 
in part, Madam ; there were two pairs.— Right 
again, Sir; there were so.— Dear Madam, be 
explicit. Do you know where they axe lodged ?— 
Not absolutely, Sir; but l know one that can 
teil me.— You surprize and rejoice me. Teil me 
all you know, for I am on the rack of impatience. 
—Walk in then, Sir^ the shop is not a proper 
place.— Sbe led me into the parlour, and seated 
me and herseif. Now» Sir» you must hafe 
patience to hear me explain how I cameby my 
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nformation. I meationed in my last letter to 

you, a gentleman, my good friend.— Your hus- 

band, I presume N— No, Sir ? but he Visits me 

with tbat expectation. About a fortnight ago, 

tbis gentleman Mr. Barton,' received. a message 

from Mr. James Marshall, who is a gentleman, 

as they call it, to Lord S (do npt be impa? 

tient, Sir ; you will find this preface necessary) 

»Mr. Marshall was bred a sailer, und was ac- 

quainted with Mr. Barton manyyear* ago: He 

sent for myfriend to a tavern hard-by; and 

after some conversatiön, and a.profession of tbe. 

< highest opinion of bis honour and integrity, he 

told him tbat he had pitched upon him to e&« 

trost with a secret of-great oonsequence; and 

to erecnte a commiseion, which, when per- 

« 

formed, would iay an Obligation upon Lord ; ■■ » 
as well as himgelf ; and obtaio an ample. jcecom- 
pense hesxde«. He then tpld him, that Lord 
S» '■■ » and a gentleman bis friend, were to carry 
off two ladies with whom they wer« in love ; and 
intended to xnany them. 

That they had resolved npt to go to Scotknd, 
lest they should be pursued by guardian* or by 
ihrabj but they intended to gp o^er to the 
Contioent, #nd to marry {here j to qonceal fbr 
a time their place of reektence ; and» whea tt 
should be eoavenient, they would own their 
marriages, and return tQ their respectives homes. 
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They want a friend, §aid.he, to previge theap 
a ship, and to carry ftem over.to Ortend» or to 
6ome other neutral ppr|. I wish that you, Sir, 
would undertake tfais qQroroissioa.-r-*This cobu 
mission, answered Mr. Barton« is out o£ my 
way; I am now in the King's service; and am 
resolved to continue in it as long es I ahall ge 
to sea.— I am sorry for it, said Marshall ; but 
«tili you know a great many persona in the trading 
vessels, you might easily find a man that would 
he glad of %\äs employment.— Why periiaps I 
might, said Mr, BartQn ; and since it will o^ljg^ ^ 
you, Iwiümakeenqujry foryou.~B¥tywiaual ^ 
go about i% directly, said Marshall* 

I hope this elppement is to he with th$ ladie* 
consent, said Mr, Baryon; otherwise J.wiU have 
nothing, to do with it. — Oh yes, paat all douht# 
answered Marshall; tbe-gentlemeu are m£n of 
nice bonour, and generosily also, and you xaaj 
depend upon a handsome gratification for your 
part of the commission.— Well, I will try wfaat J 
/can do for you, and let you know my susces% 
Said ftlr. Barten. Ji fter settling % mpde of inter r 
coujse, they parted. . 

Sorne days after t^i§. interview, Air. Barton 
vas in . Company with % }(oung man, wl\o was 
going to Ostend so^n* ag masjgr of a trading 
vessel ; he proposecj .this .comnjisftjon ^p bia& 
and he waa willig tp takg J^j&ple JÄ rt Ji & 
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passeagtirs aboaxd his sbip. Mr. Barton gave 
intelligence of tbis, to Mr. Marshall; and he 
ftesired Mr. Barton to make an agreeme&t with 
Capt. Danton. Marshall gave notice to his Lord, 
s^nd he prepared for the enterprize: Marshall 
hired a house at Blackwall, ready-furnished, 
vbtre they are to stay tili the sbip is ready to saih 
Xhey were expected there last night rand Mr. 
Barton was. there to receive them. Capt. Pun- 
ton » not yet come oh board the ship; but Mr. 
Barton ss eraployed by bim to attend the passen- 
ggrs, and «ettlethe terms with them. Every 
^ thing is prfeparing on board the ship for their re- 
ception ; but- you are just come- in time to lend 
yottr assistance, or eise to frustrate their schemes* 
And now, Sir, I hope I have made you some 
amend* for«iny tedious pxeface— have I not? 
1 Mydear friend, said I, you surprise and re* 
jpice me past expression !— I am the most foi&fc«- 
nate of men to meet with you l And I, Sir» am a 
fortuuate woman, to be able to repay my bene- 
factor for his goodness to me, by a service of 
iequal importance to bimself. But really, Sir, I 
did not think that Miss Freewill had been of so 
much consequence to you««— Miss Freewill ! said 
I; how could you suppose it? No, though I 
would serve any woman in distress, she xs not 
the object of my affections.— rQh, then it is the 
other lady, I suppose. "May I ask her name?«-» 
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Miss Melcombe, said I; I hope yoa will orie day 
know her, and he entitled to her friendship.— 
But, Sir, are not the ladies c&ried away by their 
öwn consent? — One of thfem I can swear is not; 
and I have reason to think, the other Js not 
consenting. Bot when can I see Mr. Barton? 

Sir; when he knows he has been imposed on 
by a fälse story, he will in justice to his owri 
xharacter, be yours and the ladies friend.— But 
when shall I see him ?— Some time to-day, Sir, 
or this evening at farthest. I will send for bim 
directly; and then I will let you know; where 
are you to be found ?— At the sign of the Sun, 
hard-by; my friend and the servants are waiting 
xny return. 

I ran back to the inn, as if I went through the 
air, Elliott was expecting me ; he was surprised 
at the alteration in my looks.— I led him into 
the parlour, and told him all that had passed. 
He took his part in my good fortune. We sent 
the chäise and postilions back to Uford ; after 
which I sat down with him to breakfast, with 
some sätisfaction; and I am nöw waiting impati- 
ently for my friend Miss Jones's summons. 

Soutbvtarki JVedaesday JVom. 

* I did not return to my inn, tili a late hour 
last night ; but I will now relate what passed in 
the evening. I sat with my watch in my hand, 
counting the minutes tili seven o'clock, when I 
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reGeiystf $he welppme message from my frieoj 
Susan Jones, fclliott aud I raa thither in an 
instant;, we were introduced to Mrs. Searle, 
Miss Jones, and Mr. Barton, Mr. Barton apo* 
logised for aceepting sucjj an empJoyment from 
.pcrsons of wbom he had no betfcer knowledge, 
and said» that he would not for the world be 
conpcmed in so ba*e an action.— My good Sir, 
said l 2 it is in your power to make ample amenda 
for what you have done ignorautly, but without 
any ill desjgp. Lftuscometo thepoint, Where 
are tbese woree than robber* to be found.— Stop 
a little whjle, Sir, aud haar nie ! You would 
seekthem; a quarrel would ensue; you would 
fight them, but are you sure that you would get 
the better 0/ them? Perhaps you might be die 
Bufferers; and the ladies migbt not be delivered 
after all. ..... 

What theo would ypu advise me to do, Sir?-— 
I am ready, Sir, to give you both my ad vice and 
assistance : I wish as much as you do, to rescue 
the ladies« but I would do it with as little mis- 
chief a» possible. They were carried away by 
stratagem, and I would recover them by the 
same means. I think it would not be difficult 
to eßect it ; and I offer ypu my assistance .for 
this purpose. 

There is some reason in what you say, Sir; 
tut bow ^hen would you advise us to proceed ? 
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Why, $ig, J amtrusted by the gentlemen; I 
can go to the house when I please ; I oan carry 
two or three stoüt lads with me, 'and eitherßnd 
or make an oppertttnity to free them.— Listen, 
tjO me, jaid EHiott : I will be oneof these lads* 
I will wqtch an opportuoity to speak to fhäm ; 
Miss Melcombe. Imows me* .and «he will put 
herseif .uniter my protection ; and wheu I have 
göt thö! prizeri in my posaession, 1 willsheer off, 
And bring them intb amy port yöu shall appoint. 

Very weB, said I; and I will be of the party 
also* 

Avast there, bröther, said he ; you a*e too 
well knowft,— »Let ine have (the command of this 
expeditron, said Barton. You shall both be 
lipon th£ spbt; this young genttaman shall go 
to the house, and Mf. Savilte shall hold himself 
in readiness to take Charge of the ladies. > 

I agreed to Uns rproposäL Mj^ Bartori ad- 
vised that we should cheguise oursehres jls com- 
mon saüors, and that some of bis lads should 
attendus; that we should. go to Bkckwali, lodge 
atthe Mermdid, aiuLwait there for his orders. 

These preHmih&ries be$ng settled, we spent 
the evening very* sociably* ; -.••'• 

I am now* preparmg foT'otr -expedition; 

havingput.erory tkiogin trttin* < - 

Here we are, my dear iriend, waitiag the 
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arrival of oar friend Mr« Bartoa to begin our 
Operations« 

Mrs. Searle's shop fürnished us witfa the ne* 
cessary accoutrements; and here ate a party of 
saiior-lada of us, all in the same uniform. I am 
Jack Robinson, at yoar service; Ellfott goes by 
his own name; for he is aot kftown -to the 
wretches, who are a disgraee to the name of 
gentkmen; two clever brisk iada of Barton's 
crew, called Smith and Hardy, and my servant 
Tom Styles, make up the whole Company* 

This Hardy is a clever young fellow ; he hat 
tnanaged well to gatn .admittänce tb the Castle 
we are about to besiege, and to which we shatt 
soon make a nearer approacrw 

Hardy delivered his message to Mr. Marshaii» 
.whkh was to inform him that Capt. Duiiton was 
expected at the ship in two days ; or three at 
fartbest. He added, My maater Barton has seilt 
three more hands for your service ; they are at 
the Mermaid, where they will wait your Orders, 
and obey your signals. 

. Marshall was very much pleased with his offeis 
.of service; he toM him that he might ronie to 
the house whenever he pleased \ or, if he Ukad 
it, he might lodge there, and the reet might 
atay at the inn tili they were wanted. 

Elliott desires Hardy to introduce him to the 
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servants ; and then I reckon, said he, that I 
shall have gained the first step to our designed 
attack. 

Wednesday Nigbt, II • Cloth 

The sailors are returned, shouted for joy of 
their success ; they have been well received in 
the kitchen ; Hardy danced a horn-pipe ; Elliott 
sung sea-songs; the servants enjoyed their Com- 
pany; sailors only were always cheerful, they 
said. 

Lord S" " ■ shewed himstlf to them> he 
thanked them for their assiduity in his Service; 
he fcpoke highly of his regard for Mr. Barton. 
He ordered Harshall to entertain them with 
whatever they liked best. They supped there, 
and then returned to the inn to teil me their 
success ; but Hardy goes back, and will sleep 
in the house ; he seems already a favourite in 
the family. Having thus happily began our Ope- 
rations, I will dispatcb this letter by the post, 
for I know you will be ünpatient to hear of out 
proceedings. N 

Mrs. Searle and. Mrs» Jones have oflfered their 
house as an asylum to the ladies. I shall carry 
them thither for* the present, and I will ever re« 
member tlieir . kindness. Accept and divide 
among you, the heart of your 

Edward Saviil** 
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• P. S. You. may dkect to John Robinson, aai- 
lor, at the Mermaid, Blackwall. 



LETTER XIX. 

MR. SELBY TO EDWARD SAVILLE, ESO* 
DEAR SIR, 

Accept the united thanks and blessangs of all 
ray family, for your early and most welcome 
intelligence. You will fcnow by your own feel- 
ings what we have suflfered. 
. We enttrely approve the method the worthy 
Mr. Barton ad vis«; proceed by stratagem by 
all means; and, if you should fail of success, 
my mother 'will write directly to the earl of 
D ■ , inform him of all that has happened to hU 
daughter, and desire him to apply to the laws of 
the land for her recovery. In the mean time we 
wish you to have the pleasnre and the merit of 
her deliverance; and we thank Mr. Eliiott sin- 
cerely, for his generous friendship and assistance. 
You will eituer send or carry the letter I in- 
close to Mrs. Barclay, in Bloomsbury; she is 
my mother*« baJf-sister. I have askad her pro- 
tection ibr our beloved Sophia. You will not 
be displeased with an introduction to Mrs. Bar« 
day? she ita sensible, polite, and amiable wo* 
man. I think it likely that Mrs. Barclay Vfill 
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detain our Sophia some time, to recover her 
fatigues of bodj and mtnd; and to grve her a 
view of the capital, which' she has never.seen; 
and I think it probable, that yoii will take lodg* 
ings near thein. 

I sbould say much more of our obligations to 
you, if fcdid not think that you already look for- 
ward to a reward equal to the serviee you are 
performing. Mr. and Mrs. Franklin unite ifi 
afeetkms, prayers, and blessings, for you; with 
my wife and mother* and your sincere and af- 

fectkmate friend, 

«G. S*lby# 
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LETTER XX. 

" MR. 3AVtLLB TO THE REV. MR. SELfiY. 

- i r 

Btatkwall, Tbvrsday. 

Tms morning pur friend Elliott is gone with, 
Hardy to.take a survey of the enemy's fortifica- 
tions; he will lay a plan, he says, to storm the 
Castle, and take the garrison prisoners. He pro* 
mises to be back by dinner. 

Elliot was urged to stay to dinner; he ac- 
cept the invitation with seeming modesty and 
reluctance; *fce has picked up tte following par- 
ticiflars* v 
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Marsball is cbief manag«; and Mrs« Ca« 
therine the housekeeper b bis adjutant; she 
attends the ladies, and watches all their mo- 
tions« Under Ibis woman, is a cook, and a 
bousemaid, botb very ignorant aad vulgär, and 
capable of nothing but obedience; one footman 
of Lord S ■■ ' s, another of Mr. Clayton's ; tbej 
are all quite easy, and secure of not being de* 
tected. 

Catherine sufiers onlj herseif and tbe house- 
maid to approach the ladies; they live upon 
tlie first floor; the ladies' apartment b towarda 
the garden ; but when tbe genüemen insist upon 
their Company, they go into the dining-room to 
them. 

Catherine say», they sleep together, and tbat 
they look pale, and complain of bad xest. She 
ridicules their delicacy. I can hardly bear the. 
idea of their sufferings; if I were to meet either 
of the villians, I should trust their punishment 
to no other hands than my own.— I could exe- 
crate them.— But words are of no effect:— 1 will 
speak by my actions. Hardy looks sweet upön 
the bousemaid ; Elliott ogles Mrs. Catherine her- 
seif; she looks at him, with contempt and dis- 
dain. 

BUekaaÜt Friday, 

.Elliott made another visit in the evening; he 
observed the house ; he went into the garden • 
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he says he has planaed a fine manoeuvre, but hd 
will not teil me what, tili he sees the success. 

JFtiday Mwu 

Elliott is returned in high spirits. Icould 
hardly get bim to teil his tale ; which is as fol- 
Iows: I went into tlie garden yesterday, in Or- 
der to discovef which room was the ladieaf 
iodging. 

This morning I took a long stick, tied my 
handkerchief to the end of it, mounted a tree, 
and waved it before the ladies' window: Hardy 
kept a good look-out the while* Presehtly I saw 
a pretty lady at the window; but I cannot say 
which it was. I then lowered my flag; and, in- 
stead of it, fixed a piece of paper in a cleft in 
the stick, which I had ready prepared for the 
opportunity; and put it close to the window» 
The lady opened it, and took the paper ; upon 
-which I put my hand to my heart, in token of my 
sincerity : then my finger upon my Ups, to sig* 
nify my secrecy; then bowet my body, and 
waited her oommands. 
The words written on the paper were these ; 

Be of good cheer, 
Relief is near. 

Soon after I saw two ladies, one of whom I im« 
mediately knew was Miss Melcome ; they made 
signs for me to wait. One of theni took a peh- 
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eil, and wrote on a sKp of paper, wfiich sh£ 
fastened to my flag as before : 

I joy to hear relief is near ; 
But joy with fear, until I hear 
What friends ane near to giv« tfs cheer. 
Be you sincere, and meet me heie. 

I took the note, kissed my hand, and descended 
the tree ; ran into tbe house,-and sat down with 
the servants for a few minutes ; drank a pint of 
ale with them, and then came away. I would 
not seem impatient, though I thought every mi- 
nute an hour, tili I had brought you these good 
tidings. 

You will easily coneeive my surprize and joy, 
at this good omen ; we are both elevated by it. 
We expect honest Barton this evening, and then 
we will consult him about the grand attempt : 
in the mean time I will write a note to Sophia, 
and copy it for yours and the ladies' satisfaction, 

TO HISS SOPHIA MfiLCOMBE. 

" Two faithful and true knights-errant, have 
engaged to deliver the fair damsels, who have 
been cärried away bjrtwo false and treacherous 
villains. They are commissioned by Miss Mel- 
combe's dearest friends to guard her from ia- 
sults, and to conv^y her to a place of safety. 
Anxioua for her peace, they wish her to be well 
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mtsured that her companion is to be trusttd; and 
whether she is detained without her own consent» 
If it be reaily so, tbey will also take charge of her, 
and guard her likewise to the same asylum. Be 
cautioiis, and hurn this directly. You will hear 
farther sooa. Prepare to depart by thefirst op«- 
portunity, which your true friends are watehing 
tojind, or mutie for your deliverance. . 

E. SATIttE. 

S. Elliott.* 

Elliot goes again after dinner, and will waten 
for an opportunity to give Uns note to Miss 
Melcombe. 

Friday evemug* The note is delivered as the 
fbrmer was.— Sophia smiled; and kissed her 
Jband to Elliott.— Happy fellow i 

Captain Barton is come. Now for move ac* 
tive measures. The worthy man ha« given his 
Advice as follows : 

' Captain Dunton is come to his ship this day : 
it is his intention to invite the gentlemen to dine 
with him on board it to-moirow, and to enter» 
tain and make his agreement with theo» for their 
passage to Ostend. I »hall be present* which 
will take away all suspicion of my heing privy to 
your undertaking. Whilst we are all on board the 
ship, you must carry off the ladies. If you can 
get Marshall out of the way^youcaneasily ma* 
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nage Catherine ; and you may make the othef 
aervants believe, that you are sent by the gentl^ 
»en to entice the ladies on board theship. You 
tnust have chaises in readiness. 

Bravo ! bravo ! said both Elliott and I ; we 
will follow this plan exactly ; and if it should^be 
/rustrated, we will apply to the law for as&istance 
to recover the ladies. - 

Peor Freewill! I have hardly thought of her, 
my mind has been so engrossed by its mistress ; 
but she shall share the bl^ssing of recovered 
liberty. My dear Sophia will b&friend her in« 
experienced youth, with her advice and assist« 
ance ; and she will reap the benefit of expe- 
rience, to conduct herseif with prudence for the 
remainder of her life. 

Saturday Morning. I satup all night: Barton 
went to-bed : Elliott threw himself across two 
chairs: Happyinan! he can sleep any where. 
I have written a letter to Mrs. Barclay ; I have 
also written anöther note to Sophia. 

Elliott is gone to the house; Barton on board 
die ship; Smith into the Borough for a hackney- 
coach, to wait by the hour : we thought it better 
thati t» take a carriage of any kind from this 
place, lest it should be traced. Hardy is gone 
with Elliott to keep watch. 

Mr. Marshall will receive a penny-post letter 
this morning, acquaintingiiim that a relation of 



Iris is in great distress, at a house of confiiie« 
ment in the city ; and wishes to see bim for half 
an hour, on business of the greatest consequence« 

Mr. Barton gave us the name of bis cousin ; " 
who was the most intimate friend Jie had fbr- 
merly, and a sailor. 

Saturday, 11 o'Clock. Elliott has delivered 
my note ; Sophia was waiting at Ihe wiudow for 
bim. She returned him anotber. 

" S. Kl. has no doubt tliat her companion is 
equalfy desirous of deliverance with herseif. She 
laments her former levity and inadvertency ; 
both will be on their guard ; and wait patiently 
the moment that restores their liberty." 

A note from Mr. Barton by a stout sailor just 
arrived : 

44 Dear Sir, 
" The bearer of this will be at your Service, 
if you want another assistant ; keep him at the 
ihn, as he will not be known at the house. The 
gentlemen have accepted^he invitation, and will i 
be here before three o'clock. Let Stokes, the 
bearer, watch their Coming on board, and bring 
you notice. You know your signals. I shall 
appear Ignorant, änd so will my lads ; hut I 
shall hope to see you Very soon afterward s. 
Pray let me know wh'ere to find you. 

I am your most humble servant, 
12 o'clock. "John Barton." 

N 



.. I i*av$ tent Stokes back to Mr. Barton with 
tßy address at Mrs. Barcla/s; I «hall take lodg- 
ings as near her house as possible: As soon as 
we get to a stand of coaches, I shall quitthat 
we have hired, and take another to Bloomsbury, 
to avoid pursuit. Elliott i$ gone back to the 
house; he and Hardy are uponduty, waittng 
for my Coming to begin the attack. 

One o'Clocic. Stokes is returned ; he is set 
ttpon the watch; and I am alone, counting the 
Biiruites by my watch. Time now moves with 
leaden feet to me. 

Tim o'Clack. Elliott has been here to teil 
me, that Marshall has told him he is obliged 
to go into the city, after his Lord is gone on 
board the ship. 

Every thing seeras to favour our undertaking. 
I have sent EUiqtt back to hiß post; Stokes is 
watching the genilemen's going on board the 
ship ; I am waiting for notice of Marshall's de- 
parture to visit bis friead. Smith is returned 
with a coach ; he takes his post on the box, and 
is driaking with the coachman ; but has Orders 
to be cautious not to order too much liquor. 

/W 3 o'CiocL The gentlemen are goae to 
the ship ; Stokes. is here waiting with me, to liear 
from the house; Hardy is this mgmeat arrived 
with Orders for Stokes and Jack Robinson, alias 
Sdwajcd SaviU^ to come directly . 
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I fly this moment, to the charmer of my heart 
and to your friend, Mrs. Selby's sister, Mrs. 
Bennet's daughter. 

Saturday Night, 1% o t Chci ) Bloambury, 

Rejoice with me, my dear friends ! Selby, 
Franklin, afid your ladies ! Miss Melcombe and 
Miss Freewill, are safe lodged at Mrs. Barcla/s. 
I canuot now send particulars, but you shall 
have them soon. Heaven be praised for our 
success! Before I go to rest, I send this by 
the post. I am this moment the happiest of 
men, and more than ever yours, 

Edward Saville« 



LETTER XXI. 

MR. SAVILLE TO THE REV. MR. SELBY. 

Sunday Eve$iti£, 

This day I have had the hononr and pleasure 
to attend Mrs. Barclay and the ladies to church. 
I am going to drink tea at Mrs. Barclay's: if I 
come away in time, I will bestow an hour upon 
yöu; if not, you must wait tili my spirits are 
subsided. Sophia calls me her deliverer. Every 
look towards me confesses her regard for me. 
She expects me at this moment."- 1 fly to meet 
her— adieu! . 

w 2' 
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I will now give you a detail of all that passed 
on Saturday. I went directly to the house, at 
Elliott's summons by Hardy, and was admitted 
into the hall ! where I* waited some minutes, 
wbich seemed so many hours. At length Elliott 
carae to me; he told me the dinner had been 
carried up into the lädies room, but they had 
scarcely eat a mouthful. I can now, said he, 
introduce you into the dining-room, without 
being seen by any body; and then you must en- 
tice the ladies down stairs, and you may perhaps 
steal out unobserved. Hardy is waiting upon the 
stairs — lose no time. 

I bade Stokes wait at the outward döor. and 
prevent any body from going out or into the 
house; then followed Elliott up stairs, and went 
directly into the dining-room. The ladies were 
sitting at the table; at sight of me they stärted, 
and Sophia said, — Fellow, what brings you 
here 1—Your budness, lady, said I ; we are come 
to give you liberty. Do you not know me i— 
She looked hard at me.-»— I am Saville, said I; 
and this is Elliott : lose no time, but trust your- 
selves with us. — Ttyey both looked terrified, and 
each exclaimed, Mr. Saville 5>-*J took Sophia's 
hand; Have you got your bundles re&dy? said 
I; let usgo this moment l— Elliott offered his to 
Miss Freewill, saying, Fair lady, my hand, 
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heart, and Iife, are at your service.— We fi*ve 
nothing here, said Sophia, but what our be- 
trayers have, provided for ns. 

They trembled so, they could hardly stand, 
EIHott and I, said erery thing to encouragc 
them.— Now is the moment of -eliverance, said * 
I; letit not pass, I beseech you! havecourage, 
dearest Sophia! hasten away this instant.— 
They rose up to go ; at that moment Catherine^ 
voice was heard opon the stairs, calling Elliott 
to dinner: he answered, I am coming, Mrs. 
Catherine ! — Instantly she burst into the room— 
-Hejday! who have we here?— A friend and 
ehipmate of mine, Mrs. Catherine. — And what 
brings him here pray ? — To speak to me. — In the 
ladies > apartmentr said sbe; pray go down 
both of you this minute! or I will give Orders 
to have you treated according to your deserts. * 
«-»Elliott winked at me.— This is no time for ce- 
remony, said ].— Elliott came bebind Catherine, 
and put a handkerchief he had prepared over 
her mouth, I tied her hands behmd, and then 
we pushed tier into the inner room and locked 
the door upon her. — Now this moment, said I; 

£ 

for life, love, and liberty! — Wetook each our 
Charge, and went down the stairs hastily, but" 
with as little tioise as possible. ' Stokes was at 
the street door ; Elliott called Hardy, and told 
him where Catherine was.— -Yqu know your cue, 

»3 
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«aid he; see us set off, aud then release her and 
«lärm the servants.— We ran to tbe coach as fast 
as the ladies' fear would suffer them. Smith 
jumped off the box, opened the door, and put 
us in ; and then Stokes got up behind, and Smith 
and Hardy returned back into the house. 

The ladies were in great agitations; Sophia 
was ready to faint ; I supported and encouraged 
her. I then took proper notice of Miss Free* 
will) tvho seemed dejected and uneasy. 

After we were got past London-bridge, they 
botb revived; and then began to enjoy their do- 
li verance, and to pay me their acknowledgment*. 
— You are equally obliged to Mr. Elliott, who 
likewise thinks himself hoaoured and happy in 
beiug employed in your service. — Elliott ad- 
swered für himself, and they thanked lum for 
bis gailantry in their service. We then informed 
them of every step wehad taken sinee their de- 
parture, and expiained all our centrivances ; 
,and I did not forget to mentiou oor Obligation» 
to my friend Susan Jones, aud her friend tfaß 
wortby Mr. Barton. 

Miss Freewill was under. evident dejection of 
spirits. Sophia called upon her to be cbeerful; 
Ehe burst into tears. Every one offered to com- 
fort aud encourage her.«-— I am ashamed to be 
uueasy at this tirae, it hos the appearance of 
ingratitude; bot with what face can I intrude 
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myself into the lad/s house vrh&te fern are gel- 
ing ? I am a stranger to her, and my behaviour 
must bave an improper look. 

My dear companion in troubley said Sophia, 
do not mention such a thing: if I am a welcome 
guest, my fellow-suflferer must be so too. Wait 
a'few days, and consider of it; I have no doubt, 
that Mrs. Barclay will reeeive you with the same 
kindness as myself; if shedoes not, I wlllleave 
hep- house, änd we will go to lodgings together* 

Spoken like yourself, said I ; and I am sure 
Miss Free will will agree to whatever you pro- 
pose.— I will indeed, said she. 

Wben the coach stopped at Mrs. Barclay*s, 
Poor Freewill exclaimed, Let me beg the favoür 
of you all, not to let this lady know that I ever 
was at Lady •Belmoui's.— We assured her that 
nothing should be said that could be construed 
to her disadvantage. We all made rather an 
awkward appearance at our introduetion to this 
lady ! I apologised for not waiting upon her be- 
fore, and gave my reasons for the delay ; but 
she behaved with so much frankness and polite- 
ness, that she dissipated all our fears in a quar- 
ter of .an höur.— I told her that Miss Freewill 
had been Miss Melcombe's 'companion in her 
compeljed. flight; and explained the circum- 
stances of theif detention. Sophia, in the tefc~ 
derest maiiuer* asked her protection for her 

a 4 



«72 

companioo and friend.— Mrs. Barclay aöoo 
ßtopped her solicitation, by assuring her of ihe 
most cordial welcome, and that she thought 
herselfhonoured by the charge of themlioth. 

I begged Mrs. Barclay to perniit her servant 
tö get a lodging for Mr. Elliott and myself* in 
the same streeL Accordingly, he took a lodg- 
ing for us within a few doors. We all supped 
together with the utmqst cheerfulness ; my ser- 
vant came to us at nine o'clock, and we retired 
at eleven to our new lodgings, and left the ladies 
to their rest, which was equally welcome to all 
of us. 

Miss Melcombe will inclose a letter in my 
cover. < I congratulate your family, and myself 
also ; I am as happy as any man can be t in the 

r 

present Situation of our affairs; and always your 
sincere friend and servant, 

E. Savillk« 



LETTER XXIL 

MISS MELtÖMBS TO MRS. BEN NET. 

I deM and the feücitations of my dear roamma 
and sister tipon tfcis happy occasion!— I am 
again restored to my dear friend», and they to 



me. 



I am equally obliged for Miss Freewül as 
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myself.— Poor young lady! Sbe is* mortifiedT 
that the gentlemen should know the house front 
whence she was taken. 

My dear mamma will expect some account 
of our night, captivity r and treatment ftfoin the 1 
men who thought proper to carry us off in so 
Strange a manner. 

My surprise was so great, that it overpowered 
all my faculties. I was like a person in a fright* 
ful dream, who strives to call out but cannot 
speak ; to rurt, bat cannot move a step t so did 
I endeavour to cry for help, but my voice falr 
tered, and my tongue seemed to stick to my 
xnouthw My ravisher perceived my inexpressible 
terror and distress ; he asked my pardon for the • 
step he had taken, he roade me a tbousand as- 
aurances of honourable treatment.. After some 
hours silent agony X was relieved'by a shower of 
tears> my courage revived ; and I resolved not 
to desert myself, and to hope that Providence 
would yet make a way for my escape, But when 
I thought of the distress of my dear mamma and 
my beloved sister, and the trouble J should give 
to the worthy Mr. Serby, who for their sakes 
would do every tbing to recover me, my heart 
gave way to the tendern^s of my atfections, and 
I shed torrents of tears. Lord S - left no- 
thing unsaid to comfort me; and I must do him 
the justice to say, that his behaviour was respecU 
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frul and <teKcate,froni the first hour to the last that 
I was in bis Company ; but he döubtless tliougbt 
this the only way to make himsel£ an interest 
in niy fevour. I will not deny, my dear friends, 
that I thought of Mr. Saviile often ; nay, I pro- 
mised soyself that he wouldpursue, aad perh&ps 
rescue nie ; but then I trembled at the encounter 
betwcen him and Lord S > r which I thought 
could not happen wiihout mischief, if not vwt- 
tker. 

The Venetranblmds were drawabefore all the 
Windows of the chaise, and it drove s^fast that 
1 could' see no objects distinctly. We passed 
throngh the skirts of several towns, of which i 
know not tlie names; but stopt not tili we came 
to Brentwood, as 1 have since learaed« 

Lord S— told me I should soon oteet with 
a fetnate companion, who-he hoped wonld prove 
an agreeable friend.— I inade very littk repry to 
any thing that he Said» 

It is a young lady who is going upon the same 
excursion,. said he, under the care of a frienl 
ef mi&e. He ia also a friend of Mr. Saviile's, 
who I believe is no stranger to you, Madam.—* 
I made no *eply.— -He proceeded * Mr. Saviile, 
I auppose, has misrepresented me to yoo», Ma-* 
dam ; as he has prejudked Miss FreewiU against 
Mr. Ciaytonv — I started.— We $re not pfefessed 
takes atod l&ertiaes, as he has calkd u* > wd 
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respect womeo of virtue and honour, We ha** 
resolved to forsake all others; and to attacb 
ourselves to two stirb warnen, as might ensure 
tbe regularity and happiness of the remaiuder 
of our lives. 

. Surely, Sir, said I, you meist have entertaineg 
Strange opinions of these women of virtue and 
honour you talk of, if you could suppose they 
would be compelled to reeeive your addresses» 
Suffer nie, Madam, to aecount for my opinion* 
and my actions also, I had heard your charac*» 
ter before I saw you; Farmer Hobson's daqgb» 
ter, who was seduced into Lady Belmour's fe- < 
naily, but whose priociples were never totally 
corrupted, gave me such a ebaracter of you r 
and of Miss Beunet, and of the excelleat wo- 
man ber mother, that I ardently wished £6r & 
toife educated under her maternal eye. Tms 
poor girl deserves your pity— -(the virtuous are 
ever the mest ready to pity fallen innocence). 
She wept wbile shegave me this aecount ofthat 
worthy family; and wished berself the meanest 
ßervant in it, rather than wbat «he now was» 
With infinite pleasore I see the tear of pity im 
Miss Melcombe's eye; sbe is above tbe insolent 
«com of pretended virtue; she will not disdakk 
to hear, and to answer my honest suit !— -I co^ 
Loured with anger and resentment; and^ I dar* 

>€ 
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tav, looked witfa 1 the scorn he described.— Hb 
proceeded : 

Hear me, Madam, without prejudice. Tbos 
prepared to love, to revere you, I met you one 
day in my walks; you were leaning upon Mn 
Savüle's arm.— (I turned from bim)~At that 
instant l thought I saw all the virtues personified. 
I saw him afterwapds : I enquired of Ein* eon- ~ 
cerning von; he refused to ans wer my enquiries; 
he refused Mr. Ckyton his interest with Miss 
FreewiH. We were both convinced that he wouki 
stand in the way of our applicatten to you both-. 
This put us both upon other expedients, and 
this compelled us to- take the step whkh at pre- 
eent gives you so much offence, but which I hope 
you will oue day forgive, if not approve.— I. 
cannot, Sir, suffer you to encourage that hope;. 
k would he injustioe in me to give you such 
hope.— You are very cruel, Miss Melcombel 
but I will not give up my hope, after the steps 
1 have taken to fulfil it. — The steps you have 
taketi are not the way to obtain it, Sir. 

Every time he mentioned his expectations, I 
forbadthem; and kept up as much dignity and 
distanee as I eould assume. A t length the chaise 
drove into the yard of an inn ; he in a manner 
carried me into a back-room, where I saw anr 
other gentleman and lady. Tbe genilemen sar 
luted each other as dea* and intimate friends£ 
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they presented the lady *nd me to each otfcer; 
she had been weeping, and looked more dejected 
than I ; for my sp*rit3|prerc in some meaaure re- 
covered, and I resohred to be upon my guarrf. 

The gentkmen went out ©f the room- and left 
qs together; but I heard them at the door» 
speaking to» a thipd person. I comfcrted my 
eompanipn, and gave her my best advice; to 
pursue the same plan I had laid down for my* 
setf; tf> behave politely to these men, and keep 
them by that means at a greater distance than 
by reproaches or rudenes3. She thanked me for 
my counsel, and prömised to observe my dtreo 
tions» I looked out at the Windows, which were 
©ply towards the stables, and saw a servant sta- 
tioaed under our Windows. I went to the dooiy 
and tbere was another person;* and went in 
again, fully convinced that every method waa 
taken to prevent onr escape; 

Sooft after, dinner was breught in* by one of 
their servants t and none of the watters were 
suffered to appear. Mr. Marshall,, Lord S— 's 
valet, stood at the door, and the other servants 
brought the dishes in, followed by our ty rants £ 
who came, and with the greatest obsequkuisness. 
kavited us to eat. . We satdown.in coasequence 
of the plan we had concerted; but you may be* 
lieve we had not much appetite to our dinaer«. 
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They tetmed traasported to find 113 so coi 
änd redoubled their politeuess towards us. 

They paid us a profusem of coaipliments, to 
which we made very liitie reply; a-nd I toid 
fhem, if tbey dcsired our cottveraatios, they 
must speak npo» such sabjects sb we could aa- 
twer them. After the servaats bed dmed, we 
were conveyed into the cbaises, with the saine 
precautioa as before into the hoase; and nobody 
fett their servauts were suffered to see us* We 
were botfe comforted 8y the bepes of eacb otber'i 
Company aa<l advice, 

Ifi tbe eveniog I feit my spirita siek as tfa 
4ay-light abated; aod when*the chaise drove 
iato a. court, and I aaw high wall« all rouad tke 
kou*6 we were carried to, my heart gave way, 
and I feit all the hoiror* of my skuatiocu 

We were cooducted up stairs into a large 
diuing-room, and from tbenee into a bed-cham* 
toer witfc a light closet 4h it. A woman of a bold 
Md forward bchavio-ur addressed us,-~Yoüj 
jrervaot, my pfettyladtea! You are welcome te 
Ihis hoase ! I am at your serviee to dress or im* 
4r&$ yoa, or atry kiad of assistance you maj 
bave «ocasiea for.— We received her very coolly ; 
#&d sbeseemed to thiak 80} for sbe drew ugv 
«ad looked saocy. 
, Soo» öfter, we were summooed to «»pperj. 
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we werfe fatigrod both in bocty and nitrid, araf 
begged their permissicm to retrre. They dkl aot 
offer to äetain us a moment ; but took fe&ve of 
tx& Tery polifcdy, and wished us good repoee ;. 
assurirjg us, that tfee fco ose, and every person» 
kt it, were devoted to our serviöe. 

Tb» bold vornan (Catherine in her fvane^ 
catne in soon after, and offered us her assisfc» 
ance; we bath refased ft, and wished to remain 
fey ourselves.— In tböse drawera» said ahe, an* 
Bvery tiiing you will haJve occöskm for ; and 
wfeen job will please to eceept my attendance*. 
2f yon ring that beH, I wkü wah on you. Titi 
Üben I wish you "a good night.— So sayiiig, sbe 
went oat of the rooen, and krcked the door alter 
her. 

We then examimed the lock, and fousd there 
was a bolt, and also a bar on the mside * and 
toaving seeured ttoenx, we went to~bed ;. and onr 
fotigue was so friendly tö us, that k sent us ti* 
rest ; but we awoke early in tfee morning» and 
lay forming a thousand schemes- and wishes fbt 
«ur escafrc» 

When Catherine tapped at the door, I opened 
it ; she seeraed surprized to see us ready dressed 
whhout her assistacce.—I euppose t said sbe, I 
may let the gentlemen kitow yoa are ready for 
fcrcakfast?— We xnade her very short ausweise 
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«od sfce seemed to think ns very promd, to » 
person of her consequence. 

When we were summoned to breakfast, we 
went immediately \ for I determined to give them 
no cause to complain of oiu* want of politeness, 
lest they should use that as a pretear e for be* 
baving otherwise to vs. After compliments and 
•breakfast were past, and the servants withdrawn» 
Lord S begau to lay open bis intentionsv 

He müde proposals of marriage to me, in tbe 
most exprebs terms : Said, Me knew I was not 
of age \ but tbat be would make such Settlements 
as my friends cöuld not disapprove. — I answereö^ 
That I had friends who would resent any ill- 
treatment I might receive ; but tbat nobody had 
a right to dispose of me, withoutmy ov/n con^ 
«ent ; and that I never would give that by com» 
pulsion. 

Mr. Clayton said, That they were men of 
honour, and deserved to be treated with, upon 
fair and equal terms; that they expected we 
would give their proposals a füll and serious 
consideration, for that tbeir fate and ours de» 
pended upon it. 

I trust that our fate and yours, are in better 
hands : to Heaven. I commit them! tlie wicked*- 
ness of men is counteracted by the wisdom of 
Frovidence* to whonx I appeal, and on whom. I 
rely* 
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You are very.serious, Madam, said Mr. Clay- 
ton.— I am so, Sir; the case requires it; my 
fatty it seems, is in the balance^ 

He then'talked of their Jionovr, and their 
principks; and the benefits they expected frotn 
our conversation. Poor M^iss Freewill wept, but 
said litfcle. They mentioned Mr. Saville, and 
the ill offices they supposed he had done them. 
I assured them that they were mistaken. 

Miss Freewill said the same ; that Mr. Saville 
Lad never attempted to bias her, for or against 
any person. 

♦ He is a meddling, impertinent fellow, said 
Mr« Clayton ; and has behaved very ungrate- 
fully, to those who have treated him both ge- 
nereusly and politely. — To Lady Belmour, I 
suppose ? said I.— He was ungrateful for her 
good offices;— You do well, Sir, to justify your 
friend.— »However, Madam, I perceive that your 
'partiality for Mr. Saville, leads you to justify 

• him, at every one's expence.— Forbear, Clayton! 
said Lord S , I will not believe Miss Mel- 
combe bas any partiality for him« 

It seems, said Miss Freewill, , that Mr. Clayton 
thinks evefy body partial to Mr. Saville, and 
that he makes love to every body, for he is 
jealous of his favour with every one,-~D-mn the 
^ fellow ! said Clay top, I hate to hear or to speak 
of him. 
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I am neither afraid nor ashemed to mention 
Mr. Saviile, said I ; he is the friend of our sex, 
because he is a friend to virtue ; he raay there- 
fore be said to be in favour jastly with us all. 

The next day, finding us steady, Lord S— 
artfully threw in a hint, that if our friendship 
excluded them from the advantages they hoped 
from it, they ehould wish they had not brought 
us together.— Clayton, more warm and Ieas 
guarded, said, there were means to »eparate us. 
—Lord S ■ chid him; Clayton, you are wrong. 
— To what end, said Ciayton, is all thia Sub- 
mission ; wlien we receive nothing but disdaib in 
return for our politeness ?— Again you are wrang, 
said Lord S— — • 

Clayton muttered, Tbis is only tri ß mg, and 
gains no ground. — They would fain have eugaged 
us at cards; they proposed whist, quadrille, 
piquet, ,any thing ; we declined all. I thought 
any employment of this kind would lessen the 
distance between us. Sbe told me, that her 
guardian was an old batchelor wkh strong pecu- 
liarities, who despised wometi, and hated trouble 
on their account; he had placed her with a 
family of his own relations, who were of low ex- 
traction and education« The man thought all 
female accomplishcaents superfluou6, and treated 
them with contempt; the wonrnn allowed her to 
read only books of devotion of her own choosifig. 
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She used to carry her to the Tabernacle in an 
evening, when she had rather have been in Com- 
pany with those of her owti age and degree ; 
in short, by her account, if any one had strovc 
to make religron and seriousness disagreeable, 
and to drive young people froni it ; this Mrs* 
Holden was the person for them to apply to, 
Miss Freewill had conaplained to her guardian ; 
ßhe asked for liberty and for books. He ordered 
her a Bible and Common-prayer-book, a Ma- 
traal bf Devotions, and a set of the Spectators ; 
which, he said, were all the books a womau had 
any occasionfor.— -She had conversed with young 
rpeople of birth and fortune ; Ehe had iaabibed 
tiiflerent notiohs of life and roanners j slie grew 
impatient of restraiot, and determined to ehakß 
it off. 

She made an acquatntance with Mrs. Watkint, 
who loved the world* and the pleasurea of it» 
too weir to give them tip as long as she could 
keep her hold of them. Miss Freewill made 
complaints to her; and she advised her to leave 
the Holdens the first opportunity. Soon after 
this intimacy took place, Mrs. Watkins invited 
her to go a tour with her throogh the eastem 
counties; Lady Bejiramr'« was the first visit thqy 
made.—I see I was wrong, said she ; I went from 
•one extreme to theother; but if eyerlregaia 
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my liberty, I will apply to the lord chaucellor, 
and ask him to place me in a proper Situation. 

Every conversation we held with our ravishers* 
became more serious and interesting than the 
former. Lord S— was offended by my stea- 
diness; and Mr. Claytoii grew out of paticöce 
with us both. 

Tbey began to threaten to separate us, unless 
we woald sbow them more kindness, and give 
them some hope of succeeding witb u*. 

Our affair began to grow very serious, it waa; 
«Jrawing to a crisis; when on tbe Friday morning, 
as I was at tbe chamber-window, I saw a young 
man waving a handkerchief upon a long stick ; 
I made a sign with my hand ; he then took off 
the handkerchief, and put a piece of paper upon 
it ; jumped into a tree, and put the stick close 
to the window. I opened it softly, and took 
the paper, which containcd only tbeae words : 
Be of good cheer— relief is near. 

1 answered ihis hint in the same kind of 
doggrel; and desired to know from whence I 
was to expect it.— -My companion was overjoyed, 
and readily gave credit to the advertisement ; 
but I was fearful of believing too much.— Per- 
haps, said t, this may be a stratagem to draw 
us into their plot ; and when we think taescape, 
we may be forced on board a ship : did V9u ob« 
eerve l the man was drest as a sailor. 
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This thought took off the comfort I should 
otherwise have received. I grew more uneasy 
every hour. I slept none the night following ; 
poor Fanny Freewill now had the advantage of 
me, for she encouraged hope of deliverance, 
and strove in vain to give me a share of it. 

Hie next morning happily dispelled my doubts 
and fears. Mr. Elliott delivered me a letter 
signed by himself and Mr. Saville, whose hand 
I had seen before ; and I then recollected Mr. 
Elliott's features, and signified to him that I 
knew him. From that minute I recovered my 
hopes and spirits ; and even our persecutors 
took notice of our altered looks. Lord S 
was pleased that we had recovered our spirits, 
and hoped that time would reconcile us to our 
dcstiny, as he called it. He therefore redoubled 
his assiduities ; but Clayton was ill-humoured, 
and often urged Lord S— to separate us ; 
saying, He had no hopes while we kept together. 

I find that Mr. Saville has given you a parti- 
cular account of every thing that passed without 
doors, therefore I shall not repeat what you 
know already.- You will conceive my distress, 
and you will judge of my joy at my escape, and 
of my graiitjude to our deliverers. How much 
am I obliged to all my friejids ! to you, my dear 
Mr. Selby, for my kind and polite reception at 
Mrs. Barclay 's; she is a most amiable woroan ; 



586 

there is an ease and freedom in her behaviour, 
that shews tbe differeuce between the manners 
of the capital, and those of the country. 

She was as well acquainted with us in half an 
feour, as some people woul.d in half ä year. I 
am still fttrther obliged to her on Miss Freewill's 
account ; she is equally polite and hospitable to 
her. She insists upon our staying a week or two 
with her, to mäke her amends, as she politely 
says, for the care and concern we have given her. 

She will shew rae every thing worth notice in 
London. Miss Freewill has been here more 
than once; but she will attend me also to some 
öf the public places, if I will stay. This de- 
pends upon my dear raamma ; if she gives me a 
beckon with her pen, I will return horae imme- 
diately ; but if she thinks it prudent and right to 
stay, she will signify her consent. If I return 
soon, I will ask, as a favour of her,, that she 
will permit me to bring Miss Freewill with me to 
stay a few weeks, tili she can determine about 
her futore residence ; she is at present very un- 
happy upon that subject My n^amma's good 
advice would now be of the greatest benefit to 
this young lady. Adieu, my dearest friends ! I 
embrace you iu my heart; and my wärmest 
wishes and prayers attend you always, for I am 
ever yours, 

Sophia Mblcomb-z. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

MR. SAVILLE TO THE REV. MR. SELBY. 

Fi n ding that Miss Melcombe bad written too 
much for one cover, I sallied out this day in 
pursuit of a Senator to provide some more, I 
went to > s coffee-house, where I met Sir 
James T— , an old school-fellow, who readily 
gave me half a dozen. There I uncjerstood, 
tliat Lord S bad but just left the coffee- 
house, as I entered it. 

While Sir James was writing the Covers for 
ine, I sat down and wrote the following note for 
Lord S . 

" Lord S may think himself fortunate, if 

he does not hear from the friencfe of Mise Mel- 
combe and Miss Freewül soon, in a way that 
would be disagreeable to him to ans wer : they 
do not mean to oppose violence to violence, nor 
to put themselves upon a level witb men who 
could act as he and his friend have doae; but. 
if Lord S - and Mr. Clayton do not withdraw 
themselves out of their reach, they will appeal to 
the laws of .this country, to punisu the offenders, 
and to hang out a warning to oüiers. 

Auonymous." 

Ihope this threat will induee them to purste 

1 
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their intended trip to Ostend; and will free the 
ladies froin any future attempts from them« 

I beg the favour of you, ipy dear Sir, to send 
all the letters I have written since I left your 
house, to Mr. Johnson at Cambridge* I am 
under an eugagement to acquaint him with every 
step I shall take. He will read them, and re- 
turn them to you again directly, Accept and 
distribute my wannest wishes and regards to 
your own family, and to Mr. Franklin's. 
I am always yours sincerely, 

Edward Satille. 



LETTER XXIV. 

MR. SAVILLE TO THB RET. HR* SELBT. 
DEAR SIR, 

A new incident has risen to your adventurers, 
which occasions much speculation, without form- 
ing any conclusion.— Samuel Elliott avows a 
passion for Mi«s Freewill. — This fair lady has 
been under great uneasiness of mind ever since 
she recovered her liberty, without being able to 
determine what use to make of it.— Mrs. Barclay 
most kindly offered to write to her guardian, 
and to represent all the circumstances of her 
late excursion in the most favourable light : and 
also, to mention her objections to being at Mr. 
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Holden's ; and desire him to permtt her to choote 
a proper family for a young lady of Miss Free« 
will's fortune to reside in« 

This lady's mediation is accepted most thank« 
fally; she will write in her own name, and ex- 
pect an answer* 

I have spent an «vening with honest Mr. Bar- 
ton, at Mrs. Searle's.— He managed admirably 
with his employers, and they actually believe 
him iunocent of the ladies' escape. Ilardy and 
Smith went and released Mrs. Catherine as soon 
as we were set off; they made.a terrible report 
of an artny of men, who .came upon tbem, and 
forcibly carried off the ladies ; that Elliott was 
bribed to take part with them; but for tbeir 
parts they were incorruptible, and remained true 
to their own Master Barton. I ordered Mr. 
Barton to reward their fidelity, and all who were 
engaged in our Service. Lord S ■ was terribly 
mortified and grieved ; but Mr. Clayton bchaved 
like a madman.— Capt, Danton kuows nothing 
to the contrary of our friend Barton's report ; 
so the truth is known only to our select friends« 

After this alfair was discussed, Mr. Barton 
besoughtmy influence witli Mrs. Jones, to hasten 
the dayof his happiness. He had served me too 
well, not to engage my Services in return. I 
urged her to make an honest man happy, and 
secure a comfortable establishment for herscl(. 

o 
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XI lengCh she proiriised to give her harid to 
Mr. Barton one day this raorvth.— 1 am to be at 
the wedding. — Her father will be tfoere also.-* 
Mrs. Searle will be married on the same day to 
a friend of Mr. Barton's. Their shop is to be 
transferred to the widow of another sailor, who 
is in low circumstances ; and these worthy sea- 
men give the stock in trade to her, for her 
outset. 

Ourdear Sophia has recovered her looks and 
her spirits. With every sentiment of friendship 
and affection, 

I am, dear Sir, yours, faithfully, 

Edward Saville, 



LETTER XXV. 

MR9. BENNET TO MISS MELCOMBE. 
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With all thewarmth and sincerity of matemal 
affection, I congratulate the cbild of my heart 
on her escape from her late danger, and on the 
recovery of her liberty ; I cannot wish to deprive 
her of it so soon.— Enjoy it, my child, under 
the restraints of virtue and of prudence; which 
I trust you will always retain, for your bosom 
friends and eompanions. TOrs. Barclay is a 
proper persön to iutroduce you to such places 
•nd persons a§ you would wish to khow ; she i» 
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polite, sensible, and friendly; and will liavc t 
pleasure in performing the office of Ckaperon to 
the sister and friend of Mrs. Selby. 

We are all under high obÜgations to Mr.Saville 
and Mr. Elliott. I leave our acknowledgements 
in your hands, my Sophia; I am certain they 
will bave an additional value to Mr. Saviile; 
bis merit with you is doubtless increased by bis 
Services; you will let me know wben you choose 
I should acquaint your father with his genercus 
oflfer, and ask his consent to your engagement* 
I shall be happy to serve you under the protec- 
tion of a man worthy of you : such a man I 
believe Mr. Saviile to be ; but you must judge 
for yourself in this great article of life. 

Your companion shall be welcome to me, for 
as long as you please ; my advice is at her Ser- 
vice whenever she desires it. 

My daughter Selby writes, so I. shall only 
briefly say what is necessary ; she desires I will 
not anticipate her thoughts. 

God bless my dear child ! and direct her stepa 

in the paths of virtue and huppinesrh prays hei 

tender pavent, 

Maria Bänket* 
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LEITER XXVI. 

HKS. SELBT TO MISS MELCOMBE. 
MIT DEAR SOPHIA, 

1 do most seriously rejoice with you upon your 
happy deüverauce ; and when I consider what ' 
might have happened, I shudder at the danger, 
and unite with my mother in returaing thanks 
to heaven for your escape. 

After all flights of fancy, I wi&b your adven- 
turcs may end in the usual way, matrimony and 
quretness. A country life, three fourths of tbe 
year at least; and one more wish— Ob, that 
you may settle in this neighbourhood ! for bow 
shall I hear to be separated from my Sophia 
for life! 

My dear Selby is, if possible, more attentive 
to me since our marriage than before. He teils 
me he ought to make your absence as easy to 
me as possible, and to wean me from the ex- 
pectation of eeeing you always near me, to pre- 
pare me for our future Separation. I put on airs 
of bravery; but my heart will be heard in its 
turn ; it feels the absence of my Sophia, and 
dreads the continuation of it. I have uttered 
a wish to my Selby, that a way might be found 
td fix you near urf. He answers me mysteriously ; 
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he even bids me hope it may not be imposslblc: 
but be will not ex piain this hope, tili it appears 
nearer its accomplishment. I embrace it, how- 
ever, in its present State ; and build delightful 
expectations upon it. 

It would give me too much pain, were I to 
teil you all that \ve suflered, during our uncer- 
tainty of your safety. My dear mother does 
not suffer half her tenderness for us to appear, 
unless in cases of eniergency ; we wished, wc 
hoped, we prayed for you 7 incessantly. Our 
jpr^yers were heard. The generous and amiable 
Saville did not lose a minute in informing us of 
every step he took, and every ray of hope that 
he obtained ; he wrote the tnost minute parti- 
culars to Mr. Selby ; he knew that every thing 
conceming you, must be interesting. I give 
Mr. Saville all my interest with you, in return 
for his goodness to us ; I will second his wishes 
to obtain a short da> of you : but take notice, 
I have not yet told him so. But we must see 
you here shortly :. we must have your wedding 
celebrated here ; and we will keep you yith us 
as long as we have influenae with you. How I 
long to returu your good Offices on my wedding- 
day! 

Mr. Collins and Dolly Grove go on swira- 
mingly. I ' reckon their nuptials may be cela- 
bfated at the sarae time as yours. Dolly 

03 • 
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•uifercd much for you, and rejoiced with us at 
your deliverance. She sends her respects and 
love to you. Mr. and Mrs. Franklin send their 
best regards to you : they excuse Mr. Saville's 
writing to tbem, as thcy suppose his attendance 
upon your ladyship, employs all the hours he 
can spare from duty and business. My mother 
speaks for herseif; I for mvself and my hus- 
band; asSophia's tenderest friends and relatives* 
Adieu, my dear sister and friend. 

I am ever yours, 

Anna Maria Sblby» 



LETTER XXVII. 

JfR. SAVILLS TO fHB RET. Vit. &LBT, 

1 shall continue my narrative to you, my 
dear Sir; and through you, to Mr. Johnson and 
Mr. Franklin. My time is employed at present 
in the ladies' Service. 

I therefore acquaint you all, that I have had 
an interview with Mr. Munden ; which passed 
in passion and resentmeut ön his part, with in- 
trepidity and resolution on mine. 

I desired him to settle his accotint with my 

attorney. He reproached me with tiigratitude 

to himself, insolcnce to Lady Belmour, treachery 

o Clayton, and Impertinente to LordS- 
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I defended inyself against the first chorge; 
and as to the opinion of Lady Belmour und her. 
friefids, I was perfectly indifferent. — What did I 
propose doing ? He heard I was going to be mar- 
ried to a girl of family, but no fortune.-— If I 
was, I had a right to please myself ; was my an- 
swer.— -Then I had nothing to expect from him. 
I give up every expectation upon you, Sir; and 
every kind of dependence on you.-— He swore 
cursed, and abused me. I made him a low bow, 
Und retired from a volley of execrations. He 
lalled me back; but I ran outof the house, and 
»hall notgo there again presently» 

Miss Mekombe has seen the public streets and 
buüdings that are best worth notiere ; these are 
our morning promenades : our evenings are spent 
in visLting with Mrs. Barclay, or eise at public 
places, I Ieave it to Sophia to speak of them ; an 
engagement of this kind obliges me to conclude 
this hastUy* I am eyer yours faithfully, 

Edward Saville» 



LETTER XXVIIL 

MISS MELCOMBB TO MRS. SELBT. 

Accept my heart's acknowledgments, my dear 
mamma and sister, for your kind pacquet just 
reeeived. This busy, hurrying, yet idle place, 
carries my iime away I can hardly teil how; but 

O 4 
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I'forego cvcry triflfmg business or engagement, 
and devote this evening to you and ffiend- 
ship. 

Mrs. Barclay bas a very large acquaintancc^ 
among whicb are tbose of all the denominations ; 
and sometimes tbere is a mixture of these three 
c bar acters in the sime p erson. Your people of 
fashion are the most nexplicable to nie, and the 
least agreeable. They seeni to me like people 
that are acting a par upön a stage ; they dis- 
claim and conceal what is natural to then?, and 
assume a character tbat is not so ; the whim of 
the day, is their mirror of perfection ; by that 
they regnkte their dress, their airs and graces, 
nay, even Üteir phrases; and as this whim is 
subject to eoiitinual alteration, so their affecta* 
tion varies likewise ; and in the conrse of one 
year, nay, I am told in less time, it shifts its 
course, and obliges its followers to resemble the 
fane upon our steeple, driven to aad fro by every 
wind of fashion, 

1 bave sometimes thought myself in a foreign 
country. Surely, said I, tbese cannot be Eng- 
lisb men aad women ; women witb the boldness 
and intrepidity of men, and men with the softness 
and effeminacy of women; both sexes einbel- 
lished with such extravagance of dress and man- 
ners, as if they were vying with each other which 
shöuld leave nature at the greatest distance : yet 
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the eye which is shocked at this appearance at 
first, by degrees becomes familiarized to it. 

Thua much may serve for my opinion of 
fashion, and its votaries in general : if I can find 
leisure, perhaps I may use my pen or my pencil» 
to give you a sketch or two of particular sub- 
jects. You know I sometimes catch a flying 
likeness ; but you will thiiik them caricaturas, 
not realities. 

Miss Freewill has had a letter from her guar- 
dian, iuclosed in one to Mrs. Barclay.— The old 
wretch declaims in low and common-place lan* 
guage, against the honour and Utility of our sex. 
He is sorry he has any thing to do with us. He 
requires poor Fanny to return to Mr. Holden's ; 
and to stay there tili the comes of age, which is 
almost three years. What effect his mandate 
will have, I know not ; perhaps it may drive her 
to täke the very step he thinks to prevent. She 
declares with great spirit, that she will never 
retuni to Holden's. You have given your opi- 
nion on Elliott's side; I will shew it to Fanny; 
but the men shall not know it: who would have 
thought that my Anna would have spoken in fa- 
vour of an elopement : nay, would have advised 
a second ? In your ear let nie whisper, that I am 
persuaded, if she had any hopes of Mr. Saville, 
she would encourage no other lover; she sees 
clearly that his atiections are engaged, and she 

Q5 
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actnaÜy wants a protectör. Elliott is an honest 
worthy young man, and has an ardent pässic n for 
4er. She is not very delicate in her notions or 
sentiments. She has it in her power to make £1- 
liott's fortune. Hers was originally thirty thou- 
sand pounds; and there will be eiglit years mi- 
nority to account for, and a large sum m con^ 
sequence to add to the principal. 

I don't know whether to wish this match to 
take place or not ; but I wish that may happen, 
which will be best for them both. 

Mr. Saville'sbehaviour isunexcegtionable ; lin- 
der this conduct I can see that he relies lipon my 
gratitude, to make him a dearer interest in my 
regard ; he seems moFe at ease with me, and yet 
I cannot complain that he encroaches upon my 
Privileges. Shall I teil you a weakness of my 
fbolish heart f Yes. I wiH not conceal one 
ihought of it from my dearest friends. I have 
consented to prolong my stay in London, in 
order to indulge a foolish curiosity. I wish, 1 
long to see my father ! to see my brothers and 
sisters; to, see any part of the family. My 
heart beats towards them, and an involuntary 
tear Starts into my eye, whenever I think ou 
them. I vainly wish that some accident may 
throw me in their way, or them into mine. 

I desii ed Mr. Saville to show me the part of 
the town where they live; it is called Gf os^enotf- 
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Square; I weht and walked round it. Mr. Sa* 
ville indulged me; I looked at the outside of the 
house, tili I worked my passions into a fit of 
tears. I wanted to see them go out, or come in ; 
I confessed my weakness to Mr. Saville, and he 
kindly pitied and allowed for me; nay, he said, m 
he adored nie for it Oh could I present Mr. 
Saville to my father! could I teil him what he 
has done for me l he would then give me to 
him properly, and I should not come to him os 
an alien to my family ; one of a fortune so in- 
ferior to what he may expect, tbat I should be 
under too müch Obligation for my peace. You 
will say 1 have a proud heart. I fear it is so ; 
but this is my whole ambition. Mr. Saville's 
estate is eighteen hundred a year ; his father had 
mortgaged a part of it; but his minority will have 
more than discharged the debt. Mr. Munden 
has told him so. — He has been a good guardian, 
in respect to his interest; though his morals are 
very exceptionable, and he might have ruined 
those of his ward. The more I know of Mr. 
Saville, the more I esteem him ; he has an exceU 
ient heart, and as good a judgment; in short, if 
I could give him my band upon equal terms, i 
should be ready to do it -, but my proud heart 
relucts against it in my present Situation, and 
my fancy suggests a hope that I may one day 
give it him with my father's appro*bation, äöA 

0,6. 



«even have ou* nnptials hönoured by bis . pr&t 
sence. 

Mrs. Barclay is a very agreeable woman, yet 
not quite what I should expect from ber years 
and Situation. She is fond of Company and 
amusements; and has not those resources in 
herseif that my mamma has in herseif, and en« 
deavours to give her cbildren* Perhaps I might 
see a great many more ladies, before I saw one 
like my mamma. Perhaps I may be too severe 
in my opinion of Mrs. Barclay r but my dear 
friends will excuse tbe unformed judgment oi 
their Sophia. 

Mrs. Barclay told me "ehe lost her first 
lover in a voyage to India.— With bim (said she) 
were buried all the refrned and tender eraotions 
•f myheartc I never fielt the like» for any man 
since. About two years after, an advantageous 
match was proposed to me; my friends enlarged 
upon the comforts included in such an establish- 
ment. 

" Ipleadedmyindifierence; they made use of 
k as an argument to induce me to accept it. 
Since all men. are indifferent to you, why not 
accept our friend l You have no bias against 
him, and every ather argument is in his favour. 
Thus urged, I married Mr.. Barclay,, who was 
Tery fond of me (or a few months, which I eon- 
• fest was not the happiest period of my married 
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»Ute; afterwards we sunk into a cajm and traa- 
quil state of polite indüference ; he followed iüs 
amusements, I mine; we both k>ved Company, 
and always agreed iu material points, 
. «« We lived twenty-five years together, with- 
out one quarrel. He was of an eaay teraper ; 
mine was not bad. . We always behaved with 
the utmost politenesa to each other; and w^en 
he died, he left nie the greatest part of his for* 
tune. 

" Ever since I have lived in the manner the 
most agreeable to me. I love a town life— -So- 
ciety— amusement. I have always taken care 
to avoid excesses of every kiud ; 1 Hve with- 
in my fortune; enjoy the Company of my 
friends; and I believe am as happy as most 
people in the general lot of humanity* I ai» 
contented with my Situation, and that is as Bauch 
as I ex pect, and» to say truth, more than most 
of those I am acquainted with can say." 

How do you like Murrfage Jlamode, my 
Anna?-»-I do not und it muck to my taste; and 
yet this is one of the better kind ; for I hear 
such stories of married people of fashion, as I 
should blush to repeat. They make no more 
of talking of crim. can. in common conversation, 
than of the most ordinary occurrences of the 
day.— Continue, my dear friends, your wishes 
and prayers for me; I have found their good 
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tflfects in my P»«t escape, and hope to do 10 in" 
my future conduct and Situation. 

Accept and distribute my love and good 
wishes araong my good friends and neighbours 
around yoo; always reservmg the best part 
for your own family; my nearest and dearest 
friends. 

I am always yours most affectionately, 

Sophia Mklcombiu. 



LETTER XXIX. 



THE REVEREND MR. SELBY TO EDWARD 

S ATI LUE, KSQ. 

BEAR SIR, 

You have obliged us extrcmely by your com* 
munications. Tbe ladies present their acknow- 
ledgments for the pacquet just received, con- 
taining a short fetter from you, and a lung one 
from Sophia ; tbcy will reply to hers, and I am 
very desirous of making a return in your own 
way, by telling you some news from this corner, 
in which I think you will take a share in the 
satisfaction we propose to ourselves. 

Our friend John Franklin and myself have 
been ever since the late exploit of Lord S 
and Mr. Clayton, contriving to rid our neigh* 
bourhoöd of your Lady Calypso, as you are 
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pleased to call her. The seductio» of farmer 
Hobson's daughter, one of my own flock, autho» 
rizesme to use active measares> in order to pre~ 
serve the peace and the morals of my own pafish* 
Franklin and I hawemade stiictinquiries inta. 
fcer conducl and her fartene $ and what resources 
she has to support the great expence she live* 
at : we find that she is deeply iu arrears with all 
the people she employs. We design to draw up> 
an army of bills in battle array against her, and 
she irnist either pay them, or be arrested; or fly 
the country. Most of the gentry you left there; 
have gpne away; they are, growa tired of the 
country, and sigh for the town and its varioufr 
pleasures and dissipations. We have begun our 
attack, by sending in the bills, and desiring her 
to appoint a time to discharge them y if she re« 
fuses this, or if she is saucy, woe be to her ! 
. You are very happy in serving the ladies, and 
your attentions are not ineffectuaL I dare not 
for my life teil tales out of school^ I therefore 
only give a bint,. that we are all your firm friends 
here; and when Sophia returns to us, we shall 
»peak a few werds in your behalf that may be 
effectual to the completion of your wishes; in 
the mean time go on in your own way; I am 
convinced that with women worth obtaining, de* 
licacy, silent assiduities, and speaking silenee,. h 
the 3urest method of paying court to thenu 
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In regard to EUiott's passion, I know not wbat 
to say ; it is not certain wbat kind of character 
bis Dulcinea may be; she is young and giddy r he 
is tao young to form her manners, bis own are 
yet unformed. Elliott musl judge for bimself. 

Mr. Franklin writes to bis kinsman; be and 
his wife wish bim to succeed ; tbey will offer to 
lend bim money upon lawful interest, to be re-~ 
paid bereafter ; tbey are airaid tbe young conple 
sbould fall into bad bands* and be ruiaecL 

Andrew Colli ns and Dolly Grove are engaged 
to each otber; I bave given tbe young man some 
useful advice, and be takes it properly ; be will 
discbarge tbe ensigns of foppery, and become an 
useful member of society. 

In expectation of the denouement of your bis- 
tory, I remain 

Your faitbful friend and servant, 

G. Selby. 



LETTER XXX. 

MR. J. FRANKLIN TO MR. S. ELLIOTT, 

DEAR SAM, 

I rejoice to bear of your bealth, safety, and 
success; and particularly of tbe prospect before 
you. May your attack be successful» and tbe 
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ship a lawful priie ! Bait, my dear lad, be cau* 
tious how you proceed; and above all things, 
how you take up money upon interest. There 
are a kind of raen, whose business it is to lend 
money upon usury ; many unthinking young men 
have ruined their fortunes before they came to 
tbe possessiou of them. 

If you marry directly, you must have money 
for your outset; but how must it be raised? 
Listen to me l I will lend you a thousand pounds 
upon your bond ; to carry lawful interest, and . 
no more. Take care how you spend it ; per- 
suade your lady to come and board with us here, 
or eise in eome sober family in a country town. 
London will swallow you up at a mouthful ; you 
must not live there. 

I inclose a letter to Mr. Samuel Browning, 
your great uncle and godfather ; as soon as the 
fair lady has given you her promise, but not 
before, carry this letter yourself to him at Peck- 
ham ; teil him .your story at the same time, and 
mention your wants for the present moment, 
though you are certain of a handsome fortune 
in a few years. I hope he will make you a 
handsome present. As to your father, I know 
he can do nothing for you ; his numeretäs family 
call upon him for all that he can spare for their 
establishment in life. Say nothing to him tili all 
is bver ; I will excuse you to him. 
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Do not let this affair hang long in suspense, 
feut finish it quickly one way or other. Carry 
her to Scotland ; and, as soon as you are fairly 
spticed, as you would call it, bring your wife 
bither ; put her to school to Mrs. Bennet and 
Mrs. Franklin, and lether learn theduties of a 
wife ; and to find her t>wn happiness, in that of 
her husband and family. 

I inclose this in Mr. Selby's cover to Mr. Sa- 
ville. I do not write to him tili ne does to me. 
I am the rather satisfied, because he treats Mr. 
Johnson, whom he calls bis Mentor, the same. 

I inclose a bank-note for twenty pounds, lest 
you 9hould want cash for common expences. 

Do you intend to continue in the service, or 
will you strike your name off the list ? I advise 
nothing on this head; satisfy yourself, or per- 
haps your unfe, who will then have a right to 
determine on this point for you. 

Your cousin sends you her best wishes; sbe 
and the dear babes are well and happy. I shall 
take every opportunity to approve myself your 
faithful frieud and kiusman. 

John Franklin* 
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LETTER XXXI. 

MR. ELLIOTT TO Mit. FRANKLIN. 
MY DEAR FRANKLIN, 

It is the pride and glory of my life to have so 
generous a friend and kinsman as yourself. I 
accept your kindness with all my heart. I 
thank you for your counsel, and I will sail under 
your command, tili you think me ablc to ma- 
nage my own ship on the ocean of life. My 
little frigate has led me a brisk chase : she is a 
girl of spirit, and wants a good deal of firing to 
make her bring to ; but she lowers her flag, my 
boy, and surrenders to me. Huzza, friends ! the 
victory is mine — Huzza ! — I proposed going fuH 
sail to Scotlaud; but Mrs. Barclay, who is in all 
our secrets, and who is as clever a woman as 
ever you knew, gave us better advice, as yoti 
shall hear.— Why should you go so long a jour- 
ney, when you can get married just as well here, 
and as privately too ? Let the banns be published 
in my parish-church; nobody there knows who 
Samuel* Elliott, Single man, and Frances Free- 
will, single woman, are; it will be much less 
trouble and expence, and there will be very 
little time lost, and every thmg may be done in 
the snug way, without any suspicion tili all i& 
oven 
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Mr. Savilte is my friend,, and will be my 
bondsman. He has offered me his purse; h€ 
suffers me to be at no kind of expence» 

I observe what you say respecting frugality, 
I would not injure my wife and her children, by 
spending their money upon my own pleasures, 
for the empire of the sea ! I will be her guard, 
her protectcr, and her Steward; but never could 
I bear the thought of wasting her property : nay,, 
I have too much spirit to be maintained at her 
expence; I will not turn my back upon my pro* 
fession; my country has need of the service of 
all her children; I will not forsake her in the 
time of danger, which is also a time of glory for 
seamen. My Fanny is a noble girl, she does not 
require it of me. 

Well, but we have settled every thing. Mrs. 
Barclay bas sent a bill to be published in the 
«hurch on Sunday. On Monday Mr. Saville 
will have the goodness to give me his company 
to my godfather's at Peckham, and he will speak 
in my favour to him, which will support my 
application. 

. Mr. Saville sends his love to you ; he say* he 
will redeem your good opinion, and spend some 
time in your neighbourhood, as soon as we have 
finished our business. Bot* he and Miss Mel- 
combe will be present at our marriage: I see na 
reason whjr their own, might not be celebrated 
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at the same time; but I do not think he is half 
so brisk in bis courtship as I am. My best love 
and gratitude attend yourself and family. My 
respectful compliments to" Mr. aud Mrs. Selby, 
and Mrs. Bennet. 

I am, my dear coufin, 
Your mo§t obliged, 

and affectionate kinsman, 

Samuel Elliott. 
P.S. I thank you heartily for the twenty 
pound note. It is welcome to me, for I must 
be new-rigged for my new expedition. 



LETTER XXXII. 

MISS MELCOMBE TO MRS. SELBY. 

I make no doubt that the contents of Mr. 

Elliott's letter will soon transpire to the Par- 

* 
sonage. He has gained the lady. Mr. Saville 

loves him with fraternal affection; he calls him 
his brother and friend ; he is gone with him to 
Peckham, to connrm his application to his god- 
father. 

I did not intend to stir abroad tili their re- 
turn; but Mrs. Barclay has engaged us in a 
party to the play to-night. Fanny Freewill 
seems more easy in her mind, since she has taken 
her resolution; she *ays she saw it was impot- 
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sible she could have a proper homt but her o\vn> 
or any protector but an husband. 

Oh, my dearest Anna! what an ad venture! 
My heart is in great agitation j hope, fear, and 
affection, take the rule of it in turn. It is iu 
vain to go to bed; I can have no rest tili my 
mind 13 more composed. 

When we came to the theatre, we seated our- 
felves in a box ; the first row qf which was taken 
and kept by a genteel servant. Iu the midst of 
the first act, two genilemen came m, and seated 
themselves before us : one seemed between tbirty 
and forty, the other a very young man, or rather 
a youth, of a most amiable countenance, and 
genteel deportment. 

After the act was over, he turned töwards us, 
looked earnesly at me, and soon after addressed 
me ; asked me, how I liked the play, and said 
xnany polite and gallant things to me.— I told Lim 
I could not yet form my judgment of it ; but tbat 
I had rather listen to the opinionof others, tUaa 
^pvemyown. — Hechatteduponseveralpoints; al 
length he begged me to aeeept ^ seat upon hjs row. 
I excused myself, saying, I could not leave my 
Company. Upoa which, he offerqd the whole seat 
to Mrs. fiarclay and her Company, and oflfered 
to take theirs for bioiaelf and friend ; she ac- 
knowlcdged bis,f oÜteaess» bat declined aeeept- 
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•mg it. The gentleman, his companion, seemed 
to think bim too attentive to us, and gave hin» 
a look of disapprobation. The youth spoke to 
him in a low voice; he answered in the same; 
but, being interested, I wished to catch a word or 
two. I heard him say, My Lord, I don't dis-, 
approve your taste, she looks truly amiable. f 
blushed deeply, from a consciousness of Hearing 
what was not designed for my ear. Luckily the 
curtain drew up, and called for the attention of 
us all. I followed the actors with my eyes artd 
ears; but yet my heart gave rae two or tbree 
items of another kind. This amiable youth, is 
called my Lord! What Lord can it be? — What 
is that to me ?— By degrees, this inward monitor, 
drew my attention from the stage. I looked at 
my Lord attentively. If he should bc — ? 
Foolish Suggestion !— but äs soon as it gained 
admittance, it engrossed every thought, and 
every wish.— I was soon put out of suspense ; a 
Joung gentleman in the pit called to him, My 
Lord B- ■ , are the ladies here to-riight ? He 
answered, No; they were pjrevented Coming. 

My heart leaped in my bosom. It is my bro~ 
ther, said I.— -I was so much affected, that I 
•was obliged to hold my fan before my face. 

The third act I know very little about, fox 
my heart fluttered incessantly, and the tear 
«tarted ia my eye, I was obliged to make streng 
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tfiorts to conceal my emotions. Lord 
asked me several questions; but what sort of 
answers I made, I know not. I was unhinged, 
and couid attend to nothing bat my own sensa« 
tions. 

The library scene commanded my attention. 
Lord B had seen it before; but he observed 

my looks, and asked my opinion; I answered, 
It is interesting; but it is such a picture of hu« 
man nature, as I do not wish to see. 

In the interval between the fourth and fifth 
act, we had again a short Conference, and I 
grew more and more pleased with him; my 
heart yearned to call him its b rother. 

While Lord B was speaking to the gen- 
tleman, who as Mrs. Barclay supposes was his 
governor, I cast my eyes towards the upper 
- boxes, and there whom shpuld I see, but my 
late persecutor Lord S- ! At sight of bim, 
I feit an emotion of a very different kind; my 
spirits failed me, my heart sunk, and I was ready 
to faint; I laid my hand upon Miss FreewilTs, 
who sat next. I exclaimed, Look, look, tljere 
he is!—- Who is there? said she. What is the 
matter ?— I still called out, Look there ! It is 
Lord S — ■■ . — Where ? said she.— I pointed with 
my fau ; she was alarmed, but not so much as 
I was. She told Mrs. Barclay.— Cannot we go 
hörne? said I.— No, said Mrs. Barclay, you 
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must stay tili my servant comes.— Miss Freewill 
Leid the »alts to my nose; my liead tu med round. 
•—Lord B ii ■ turned his head, and saw me pale 
and fainting. What is the matter with the lady ? 
sarid he.— Mrs. Barclay answered, that I was 
not well; that the heat of the house overcame 
me.— -I feared so, said he, for I have observed 
her change colour several times in the course of 
the evening.— Lord B went out of the box; 

he enquired for Mrs. Barclay's servant, or his 
own; and he ordered that whichever came first 
ehould attend him; in the mean time Mrs« Bar- 
clay comforted and encouraged me.— Exert 
yourself, my dear, said she ; try to get the better 
of this shock. If you go out of the house, it 
will make a bustle, and draw the attention of 
the man you most fear; at present he does not 
observe us; his attentions are directed to the 
lady with him. Take courage, my love! and 
wait with patience tili our servant comes; as 
soon as the coach is ready, I will attend you 
home.— I tried to get the better of myself ; I 
changed places with the lady behind me; I re* 
üred from Observation as much as possible; 
Miss Freewill changed her place likewise. Lqjrd 
B— — returned, and told us what he had or- 
dered; and Mrs. Barclay paid my acknowledg- 
ments, for I was too much discomposed to pay 
attention to any thing, 

p * 
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In the midst of the farce, white 'the andience 
were attentive to the feats of Harlequin Fortn- 
natus, Lord B— r-'s servant came; he offerad 
iüs coach to Mrs. Barclay and her Company. 
She was going to decline it; bat I säid, Do, ibr 
God's sake, let me gp!— The gentleman with 
Lord B ■ said, Dq you mean to go foe-?— & 
do, said my Lord; but I will retura to you di- 
jrectly. 

He ofiered me his hand; my.maxiarftni, Mr. 
Finnet, ofiered his to Miss Free will; anotber 
gentleman attended Mrs« Barclay; andwewent 
awfy directly» to my infinite joy« 

Lord B attended us horae; he behaved 

with the utmost delicacy of attention towaräs 
me. \Vhen we got nome, he stepped out, and 
handed me inlo the parlour ; he thanked Mrs« 
Barclay for. the honour. she had done him, in 
occepting so triAing a Service; he hoped she 
wquH permit bim to call again to enquire after 
the lad/s health; at present he wouid not in» 
trude, as he believed I wanted rest after my fet~ 
tigue. 

He then very politely withdnew, and left us 
all high in bis praises* I then. had leiaure to 
{«collect myself; I begged pardon for giving 
them so much tronble, and said I should not de- 
sire to go to the play again in haste. 

We sat and chatted tili twelye o'cloek, and 
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then retfrtd to our respective apartmente; bot 
Unding mynelf in no disposition to sleep, I r&> 
solved to write down my adventures of the 
fcvening. I will now go and sulicit sleep tö viisit 
ray couch, and wisk that it may presetft to my 
mind's eye, the image of niy amiable brother. 

Tuetday Morning. My wi*h was answered, I 
have drearaed of xxiy father, my brother, and 
all the family ; I have been received into their 
arras, and ackriowled^edfor their relatiön. Oh 
that tbese ideas may be realised ! 

Tucsday Evemng. Lord B ni . - has been here 
to enquire after my liealth; he spent an agree- 
able hour. He was extremely polite to' my 
friends, but he paid me very particalar attentions. 

The rest of our party have called or sent 16 
know how I do. We expect our knights-errant 
back to-morrow; I long to acquaint them with 
my adventure, and tb corisult Mr. Saville about 
the use I may makse of Lord B» ■ -> '' 9 acquaint- 
ance; I look upon ü as the crisis of my cos« 
nection withmy ftfther'a family. 

Wedrtesday. Our two friends are returned 
safe, well, änd bappy. Mr. Elliott has been 
kindly received and entertained by his relatioa. 
He made Mr. Elliolt a present of bank-notes 
for five hundred pounde. The young man de- 
sired his godfather to take the Charge of settlirig 
the lady's fortuneupon her- in the best manner» 

*2 
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bs soon as it shall be in her power. Miss Free- 
will acknowledged bis honour, and said, She 
would, withoul scruple, trust her fortune to bis 
protection, with her person. ' 

Mr. Saville took me aside, and, with a sup- 
plicating Jook, asked me tf he was to have tbe 
mortification of seeing'his friend» made happy, 
without advancing a atep towards his own fe- 
licity. v 

I waved tbe reply, and told him something 
had happened that might perhaps lead to the 
ßubject hereafter. I wish to consult you as my 
assured friend, Sir,— - You honour me, Madam, 
by your commands !— I then told him my ad- 
venture at the play, and the visit that followed 
it. He said, If it.gave me pleasure, he would 
claim a sbare of it.; but as my father had shewn 
such a steady resoiution not to acknowledge me, 
he thought it was more likely to displease him, 
than to be of any Service io me.— Suffer me, oh 
. Sophia ! to say one word in my own behalf! If 
you were actually married to a man of good 
character and ■competent fortune, I think it far 
more likely that the Earl would take proper no- 
tice of you, than while you are single, and seem 
to stand in need of bis protection. Lct me avail 
myself of this occäsion to urge you to be mtne; 
it is with pain that I have so long suppressed 
tbe dictates of my heart« I have been implicit 
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In my obedience to your eommands; I have 
stood by, and seen others who set out after 
me in the race, reach the goal of happiness be- 
fore me. And 'now I urge foryour own sake, 
as well as mine; crupi and indifferent as you are 
to me! 

I feit myself ufFected at this reproach. I he- 
sitated to ans wer him. — Unjust and ungrateful! 
said I ; it is for your sake, as much as my own/ 
that I wish to be acknowiedged for what I am. 
— -Is it indeed ? said he, in the accent of joy ; 
then I am ungrateful. Oh, my Sophia, forgive 
me, and accept my acknowledgements ! It is 
the first glimpse of hope yo» have bestowed 
upon me for a long tiiae : coixnrm it to me, my 
angel! — I cannot, said I, consent to beyours, 
tili I have. the hope that my father will accept* 
the office of one to me, But I am sensible of 
your merit; J believe your affiection for meas 
true and sincere ; and I can never forget my-ob^ 
ligation r to you.— Speak not of Obligation, said 
l?e ; loye acquits all Obligation ; it is the only 
reward of a faithful. heart. Give me then love 
for love, and I shall be laid under everlasting 
Obligation to my adored Sophia. ' 

Our conversation grew too tender; I returned 
to the former subjeci.— Suffer me, Mr. Saville, 
to. wait the event pf this-new ad venture. I wish 
t» make Lord B my friend; his very parti- 

P3 
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^ukr attention to me, may perhaps serve me a* 
an excuse for coming to an explanation witb 
liim. I am almost teoopted to hazard one, but 
I will do aotntog rashly ; if I sbould own myseif 
bis sister, I will recomatend yoa to bim as a 
brotber;-let this satisfy you for the present— • 
Ji shall satisfy me» Madam ; I will wait your 
pleasure: but let me a86are you^ not with any 
\iew to Lord Din' g üsvour toarards you, or 
s.till less witb any other eapeetations from bim* 

I fioithed onr conversation, and ve.tumed te 
Company i but be seemed desiroas to detain me 
Iftngßr« 

Mr. EHiott ia making a paoquet to send to Mr. 
Franklin; I shall send this under the same ir* 
ckpure. L»t me hear from my dear fäeads at 
S ■ " ; erery dring feom tbem will be mterest» 
i*g to tue. 

My faeaitfs best low, wishes, and prayera, 
attead yaa au! 

I am youraalway* and equally. 

SOPHIA MELCOMBft* 



LETT&R XXXIII. 

MR. SEX.£Y TO EPWAKP SAVILLE, £SQ. 

1 am deligbted witb the progress of* your ad- 
venture«. I am as happy as htnnanity is capable 



oft bot our quiet course of life furnishes no in- 
cjdent at present* 

Our attack goes <m hopefully. Your Jady go- 
verness is closely besieged, she canoot atir out 
of doors; she promises largely, but performs 
notbing. A day is set for the payment of her 
debts; if she faife, she knows the cotisequence. 

Sophia ia ' pamuing & scheine of her own, I 
£&d; for my part I do not expect mach from it: 
howsver, it will either be the means of obliging 
her fätber to ackaowiedge her, or it will put an 
«od to her expectatioas from tbat proud family ; 
either way it will inake her mind easy about 
theim Mr. Johnson has retumed ray papers, 
Mrtth * pobtc note of acknawledgeaQe&t» and a 
fetter «hieb he desires me to forward to you. 

After Elliott's wddiag n aver, I sball ask a 
qnestion about yoqr returniog to us; tili theo, 
I pse my patience, and am iftüified by betrag 
of yo*r procecdingi. 

I am, dear Sir» 
Yaurs sincerefy and aflectkraately, 

G. SILBY. 



LETTER XXXIV, 



MR. JOHNSON TO EDWARD 8AVILLE, BSQ. 

I thank yotii my dear Sir, for the latest marks 
of your attention« . A young ma? engaged ia 

T 4 
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the most interesting pursuit of bis life, seldom 
thinks at all of distant friends; especially of 
those advanced in years, and who assume the 
office of Monitors. 

Every attention, under these circumstances, 
is of ten-fold value. I esteem it as such, and 
as the best proof that my counsels have been 
well received, and well remembered. I am in- 
finitely obliged by the comrnunication of the 
memoirs of the Bennet family ; I remember the 
writer at College, he was a virtuous and amiable 
man; I loved him living, and I venerate his- 
memory. These memoirs are as interesting to 
you, as to any part of his family. I look upon 
you as a member of it, by your engagement to 
the amiable Sophia. I hope your residence in 
London will not be rauch länger; the air of that 
place is not Javourable to sinapMcity of manners,: 
noryetto virtuous love, _ 

Let me advise you, and do you>ad*äsayoung' 
Elliott, to remoye froni this place the fair part- 
ners of your hearts;; the poison of it, works in- 
sensibly upon you and them ; carry them where 
they may breathe the purer air -of virtue and 
simplicity. w . ^ . ; • 

I wish to taste with you the sweets of the vil- 
lage of S— ^--: I lbve, 1 revere the Parsonage-^ 
house, both for ite late and present possessors;' 
I must througb vqu be acquainted with Mr. 
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Selby, his honoured mother, and amiable Vife. 
My heart warms within me when I think on the 
history of these worthies; and all vanity and 
parade shrink to nothing in the comparison. 

The utmost happiness that human nature fe 
capable of, is to be found indomestic life; thöse 
who seek it any where eise will seek in vain; 
and those who cultivate social and domestic 
virtues, will not fail to find enough to sweeten 
all the cares and misfortunes to which this trän- 
sitory State is liable. 

When you are settled in this terrestrial Para- 
dise, I will visit you, and rejoice in your happi- 
ness. For the hastening of this . period, you 
have the wishes, affections, and prayers, of 
Your faithful friend and servant, 

Jarvis Johnson« 



LETTER XXXV. 

MISS MELCOMBE TO MRS. SELBY. 
MY DEAR i'RIEND AND SISTER, 

I have brought myself into difficulties which 
increase upon me every day. Lord B— calla 
Jiere often; he wishes to bealgne with me; he 
absolutely makes love to me. Every tinae he 
comes, I am tempted to teil him how nearly I 
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am related to Um; but a certain. fear, mbkh 
proceeds fröm both love and duty to my fethea» 
jestratna me. 

Mr. SaviHa and Lord B ■■ have1»et sevefal 
times; Im ia jealoua of my attention to Mr. Sa* 
Tille; he aakswhohe ia; I answfcr, my friend, 
and one to whom i bave great Obligation*.*-» 

Happy *anl saädLord B f bow I en*y faim 

ihat diatioctfemt 

I hav* bee» pretaed t* go to mote pwblfe 
places; but I beg to be exciocd» My äfaatiaa 
kcritioal; i bwe a thmiaand feara» hopea» anx- 
ietiea; I pereeite that tkm crisia of my feto is ap* 
proacbiag. I tfaink rauch, riaep little, taties*» 
and am. in n» ptaoant humoar, thougb I hara 
nothiog that ought to- mafea na unhappy. I 
w*At to fad out away to come to an explana« 
tion with Lord B« Amiable youth ! how 

sincere, how aifccting his partiattty to me! I 
must come to some determination— my resolu- 
tion is taken— expect the result of it. 

I will reble. every partitaiar of the interview 
with Lord B I have acquitted myself .to 

my own satisfaction ; my heart justifies me, and 
I hope my friends wiH- appro ve of my feehavioun 
I was alone when Lord B ■ came. I reeenred 
him with ease and freedom, which encouraged 
him to declare a passion forme, a first passion* 
which he had never before feit for any woman; 
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•—Suffer me, my Lord, to Interrupt yoü ; I ant 
engaged to Mr. Saville, I should have told yoü 
90 beforev bat had aot a proper opportunity.— * 
He laraented raost patheticaüy bis disappoSnt* 
meuu— Hear rae, my Lord;, tf I were npt ea+ 
gaged, there are a thousand reasOns why I coöld 
ucver listen to yoa* Lordabtp upon this subjeci* 
tf I were only tomeatkm your extreme yoath» 
Uwouldbespfficie&t; you are two years younger 
thau I* bot tba£ is ose o( thc least: let me in« 
treat yoa o$ver to me&tieii tbis subjeot roore.— * 
Cruel! said my Lord; wby did ytin «acoorags 
my< acqBaintaiiee, ohly ux order to break my 
haart by y<mr uaki&d&es* ?— " I wüt accduat 
fcr rt, if yoa will henour me with yoot «tteadon. 
From tbe first momeat I$aw you Ifcmned a wish 
to be acquaiated with you? I fouttd yoa $0 aini- 
abte» that »y wish iaoreased cvery tme 1 savt 
you; myLord, Iaapireteyewfriendribip; aay* 
U is neceasary to my bappioew; bot» my Lord» 
it roust be ander the santtioa of a fathfer*s per* 
Hiiwion, You are rarprieed; imust, m&m* 
degrce, explaifc my pretcosion to Jfafc koöoUr I 
q«>w solid*. The earl of Bn » yo*rnöfel6 fc- 
thor» back a very mtamate feiendsfeip wW» my pa- 
iqptg; I have recefoed great «ndeiagtffavcfefr» 
gatioBs frcftn bka." My voke fakered he*<a$ I 
wepL— Good Hea*ti F said nry Lord, y<ra w^ ! 
Ob, Ott* l w«c fH>r*itt$d to <ky *te *«* ** 

*6 
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fall from those speaking eyes !— He attempted 
to takemy band; I wkhdrew it.*— This visit, my 
Lord, is the crisis of our friendshrp; I delayed 
it, because I was unwilling to forego your Com- 
pany; bot your open declaration obliges'rne to 
basten it: my Lord, you must teil your fatber, 
tbat you bave acctdentaUy met with a young wo- 
man whosename is Sophia Melcombe; tbat sbe 
admired your person aud qualities, and took 
pleasure in your Company ; tbat* upon your so* 
liciÜDg a higher degree of friendship and inti- 
macy, sbe thought it.necessary to refer you to 
bis Lordship; and that, if he will hononr her 
with bis permission'to cultivate your friendship, 
sbe will esteem it one of the first blessings of her 
life.— My tears would accompany my words in 
spite of my resolution.-— What is tbat I see ? said 
Lord ft ■ ; such kmdness, mingled with such 
cruelty! surely I am not hated !— No, myLord, 
said I, youcannot be bated; youareformed to 
be loved and . esteemed. I cannot explain my- 
self any further; it depend& upon your fatber 
to decdde this point for us both ; it depends up- 
on bim, • wbether I am permitted to see you any 
more, . .Will .you have the goödqess to grte the 
Earl this piece of paper f. I höve written my 
name bere, to prement mistakes. This 'paper 
will acquaint bim who and where I am ; the fest 
1 leave to Jus Lordsbip'sdecisioÄ. " Adieu, my 
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Lord ! if «ver we meet again, I Sball be justifcd 
in evefy part of my • behavibuf towards youj 
and, -if we do not, my best wishes and prayers 
will ever attend you.— I rose upon this, and 
went out of the room in* tears; and left the dear 
youth in the same Situation. 

He rung the bell soon *affcer I went away. As 
soon as he was gone, Mr. 'Saville came into the 
dining-room; I had retired into my Chamber, 
and as soon as I had in some measure conquered 
my emotions, I went to htm; but they returned 
when l related to him all that bad.passed bev 
tween me and Lord B Mr. Saville. soothed 

and comforted me; he kindly allowed for jny 
weakness of spirits, and led to another subject, 
his favourite one> which you will easily guess 
without further expianatiöti. When Mrs. Bar- 
clay returned, she perceived the traces of the 
emotions of my heart in.my countenance ; rtold 
her I had an interesting conversation with Lord 
B' , and probably we should see him no morel 
She rallied me, and sodid Miss Freewill, upon 
it. They asked Mr. Saville, if he approved my 
regard for Lord B— ■; I do, ihdeed, ladies, 
said he ; and Will dd everything in my power td 
promotek.— Nay then, I am sure, we have nö- 
thing to'dowith it, said MtsVFreewill. — My re- 
gard for Lörd B - » > said I, can never interfcro 
with MK'&fcriUe'a cfctk» upon m^* 
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I am törtursji with impatience, to hearwfeat 
effoct Lord B ' s report will hawe upon hi* 
father. Good night to my dear sister and mo- 
tiier. 

My fate now draws towards its crisjs. I taank 
God my suspense will not laat.mueh longerl 
tbis day will put an and to it. Read here anote 
frem the Earl of 



•* Lord D— -**» presents trisr cotnptimeats to 

* Mit* Sophia Mekotobe; he will caÜ üpön her 

* af seven this dVeaihg, and desfres she will re- 
a geiwe bim atone, wkfeotft any witness tö their 

* ktfervtew/* 

1 will see how this father behaves* to me, and 
äct accordingly. Saville exerts all bis abäities 
and influenae to encourage nie; I have told 
Mrs. Barclay that I am to receive a visit from a 
gentlenian upon business of an mteresting kind; 
and begged her permission to see him alpne in 
theparlour. Bynomeans, said she; thedraw« 
iog-roora is at your service. 

If I can be so happy as to receive a father^ 
Messing; to receive a husbaod from his band; 
(o embrace a brotfaer; tben will I ftbiak all 99 
cares and anxieties amply recompensed. 

The Eari of D— - was punctnal ta his apt 
pointment ; he was shown int* the drawiagt 
room, while I was pouria&tutinjF bwi fcejfar* 
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my Supreme Benefaetor, and r implering ht» 
blesslng upon my hopes and wishes* When I 
tliougbt myseif duly prepared to meet my father» 
I went down- to bim witfa trembling limbs and 
falteriag voice ; bat with a heart strengthened 
by a firm reliance upon Hearen. My Lord was 
waittng for nie; he looked impatient for tbe in** 
terview. I courtesied very low, and was sttent» 
He adronced töwards me; be took both my 
bandsinbifsown; be looked ea&nestly in my face 
a miaute^ and tbe» sabited ms tenderly» >Ve 
were botb sileat, After a pause of some mpnite* 
be seemed to recollect bimself.-~Sophia Mel^ 
comb«, what bringp yo» to London ? 

Tliis address raised my spirits. Ianswered» 
My Lord, I did not came hfchef of my own ac- 
cord ; I was bcxmgbt by compukioii.— How is 
tfeat? saidhe; wfoo csraddcomßel yettt*-*»If your 
Lordsbip wiü have ptsüence to bear tbe story, I 
will teil you every particvlar.— Sit down, my 
cbild, sakl he;. I am ready and wttlmg to bear 
you»— My heart was softened by tbe kindness of 
bis expmsion; bat I bad itbe etöut, and not 
gtve way to tts own weakness, I leid bim first» 
tbe charaefer and Situation of Lady Beksour; 
her endeavouw Wcormpt Mb. Savülfefe viitne; 
bis leäving her hottse, and coming to Mr. Frans* 
litt's; his introduetioa to Äfcv Selbes acquamt* 
aace, to all tbe Benntt foafly, andl to me; Um 
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fesentment änd threatened revenge upon himj 
Lord S - ■* and Mr. Clayton's requeat to kim f 
to introduce them to me, and to Miss Free will; 
his refusal to oblige them; Lord S * and Mr. 
Clayton's scheme against us, and the execution 
©fit; our treatment by them at Blackwall; Mr. 
Saville and Mr. Elliott's pursuit of us; their 
meetkig with Mr. Barton, .and his Information of 
the designft of our persecutors to carry us to the 
contbent, and there oblige us to marry them ; 
the str&tagems of our friends, and its success ; 
Mrs. Barclay's kiadness and bospitaliry, and her 
reJation to Mf.Seihy; her invttation to us to 
stay some time at her house, befbre our return 
home. 

Lord D— ■ heard me with patiefit attention 
tili I paused.— He said, My.dear, I am satisfied 
of the truth qi the r$lation you have given me. 
I am rejoieed.at your escape ? and for.the friends 
you have made. I am obliged to them for their 
zeal and activity in your service. I will speak 
of that hereafter; buthow came you acquainted 
with Lord B ■ ? — I told Mm the story, ex- 
actly as it happened ; and enlarged upon the 
pleasure I took in Lord . B ' s Company. «I 
spoke higlily of his accompÜshments; and stijl 
higher of the goodness.of bis heart. I then to\d 
my Lord the particular notice.he.took ofme; 
and at last his. declaration of iove tarne; that.1 
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föund it necessary to appeal tcThis Lordship, as 
the person who ought to deckte upon our regard 
for each other; and that I häd done this, in a 
manner which I thought vvouldbe mos£ agreeable 
to his Lordship, as he seemed to make a point 
of keeping his relation to me, a secret from all 
his family. My heart gradually softened at re- 
citing these particulars, tili at length I burst into : 
tears, and remained eilen t. f 

Lord D- ■ drew Ins chair close to me; he 
embraced me\— My sweet child, wby do von 
weep? you have acted with the greatest pru- 
dence ? I applauti your'behaviour, and I thank 
you for it !— J' Oh, my Lord, it'has cost nfe very 
dear ! an rmndred times I have been tempted to' 
declare my relation tö Lord B ' ; I longed to* 
call him brother; to claim an interest in him;' 
and must I forego the sweet liope of enjoying* 
bis friendship ? must I b© still an alien to hihi,' 
though I know and löte hrnr, mvd tboughlie'lofetf 
me with equal affectioo ?" I patreed, and wept.' 
— We will speak of this poinfrhereafter',* said my 
Lord ; in the mean time, teil me, wrio are these 
gentlemen that Were so much ihterested in the 
behalf of the two fair ladies, äs to run all hazards 
to d«liver them ? giverrie some account of them. 
. I answered, "*Mr* Saville is a young geutle- 
man of good fortune and character. Mr. Elliott 
i* a lieutenant in the navv ; he is kinsman to Mr.« 
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Franklin, our good friend and aeigfibo»r in the 
village of S i ■ / ~Well, said my Lord, but 
how are these two gcntlemen attacbed to the 
two ladies ; fbr I unterstand there must be some 
inducement to thena, to engage so deeply in their 
cause? Do not bluab, Sophia; but teil me 
^rbicb of thero i» yonr loverl— I k>oked down, 
and was cocdused; but recoveriag, I satd, Miss 
Freewill w an heiress of large fortone, wbich she 
intends to bestow tipon Mr* fiHjotf; wiio is an 
honest» brave, and wortby young» man«<— Sbe ie 
agiri of apirit, aaid my l*erd, aad I honourher 
for it; but what of the otber pair of lovere?— 
Wby, &y Lord» tije case i« revcraed wi& tbera ; 
fophia i» % poear §url of «matt fortane* and be» 
longo to zjobödy; and tb* gjenerou* Saville, 
offera to mata fear the partner <rf Ins heart and 
fertuAe«i~Brave! said my Lord* but Sophia ha« 
samt spint too I see» and ca» feel herseif under 
too much obUgation.-— He smfled; but I looked 
very serious.-*Come, my Sophia, open your 
Itearttome: is Mr. Saviüe a favoured lover? 
if so, why have you not acquainted nie with bis 
pretensions before now ?— " My Lord, you judge 
rightly of my spirit; I thought rayseif under too 
much Obligation: Mrs. Bennet haa ufged me to 
apply to you by her band; I was uhdetermined 
about it ; but tbis last Obligation to Mr. Savüle, 
b.ad. alinost overcome my reluctance to apply to 
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your Lordtfhip, when accident threw m© in the 
way of Lord B*— — ; and his attention to me led 
me to wish*— n I stopped.— ~T© wish what, So- 
pfaia ?— To wish, that I might present to him a 
brother and a friend worthy of him; and that I 
might claim a share in their friendship. 

Good girl ! said my Lord; you have answered 
all my questioas hrtberto, witli a frsnkness un* 
common in your sex; you stall not be a loset 
by it; you have sbewn me a neble heart, and I 
will place it to aecount here : (laying his band 
on his boaom*) i wast ask one question mere, 
Sophia, and' loofe that your answer is with eqnai 
sinccrity : does Mr. Savitte know, whose.datigh- 
ter yoo ape?<^-I ixow trembted, hesitated, and 
was süent— Yonr silence auswerft me, said he ; 
hom dared you teil hin my Beeret, witbotit my 
permission?«— I tried to »peak, but was sememo* 
nentebeÜMreloauldlookvtip« Iwept, and -said, 
« At kngth, my Lord, Mr. Selby obteined Mrt, 
Bennet's peraiBsion, to acqtraint Mr. Saviile 
with my birth and parentage: they thought Mr. 
Savüle's generous proposal, deserved fhat he 
should know to whom he had ofiered his hand 
and fortwne. 

f am answered, sakf my Loid ; Every body is 
qualified to judge of my condüct, and to decxde 
vpon it against me; nobody appeals to me, nor 
suffers me to deeide för them— it is weü-*I am 
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to conteud wttb every body, and to submit to* 
every one'* reasons, against ray own ; but I shalfr 
think of every thing, and judge for* myself. 

My Lord walked about in great discomposure. 
We were silent for several minutes. At last I 
tbrew myself at bis feet, embraced bis knees, 
besougbt his forgiveness, and bis fatberly advice 
and protection. Wbile I was in this attitude, 
tbe door opened, and in rusbed Lord B 
Tbe Earl's features bad relaxed; be looked 
softened; but upon bis son's entiance, tbey re- 
sumed tbeir sternness. — Impertinent boy ! wbo 
sent for you? — Nobody, my Lord, said be; I 
came of my own accord. Wbat bave I done to 
deserve so severe a rebukc ? — So, Sir, you too 
are come to sit in judgment upon your father? 
—--Oh, not so !.my Lord, but to humble myself 
at your feet; to implore your permission to visit 
thh amiable younglady; toesteem, tolove, to 
adore her. The you th threw lnmself down, and 
kneeled beside nie. • We botb wept, and looked. 
with supplicating eyes . up to my Lord D ■ » 
He looked at us, tili Ins beart relented ; bis lips 
quivercd ; his eyes . overflowed.— -There is no 
bearing this! said he; it calls me tyrant! can I 
spuxn my kneeling children ?. Ob God, I oto- 
not do it! Oh my son ; my daughter.— Your. 
daughter! said Lord B— ; is it possible! can 
tbis dear bidy be my sisier!— I sobbed,. and 
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fäinted away. When I recovered, I foühd my- 
«elf between my father and brother, with an arm ' 
•of each round my waist. — Sophia, my dear child, 
•said my father.— My tears now relieved me, and 
I ipoke. — Oh, my father ! my brother ! do you 
acknowledge your Sophia?— It is all over, said 

Lord D : tvvo children have in ohe minute, 

overset the purpose of many 'years. My son> 
tbis lady is indeed your sister, and my iegitimate 
„.daughter; since I am obliged to acknowledge 
her, I will not do it by halves. — I kneeled again; 
I blessed, thanked, and prayed for him. He 
raised and embraced me fervently.— Forgive me, 
my child i I have not done you justice, but I 
will endeavour to "discharge my duty better 
hereafter.— We all three wept, and renewed our 
acktiowledgements. It was half an hour before 
vre recovered fröm our emotion. Then Lord 
D - ■■ related briefly to his son, the circu»- 
stances of his first marriage.— " The punish- 
inent of my deceiving my father was severe, said 
. he : it cost me the life of my wife/'— I took no- 
tice of the application of his own case, to that 
of his son. He told him in general terms the 
loss of my mother, and my heing put under the 
care of Mr. and Mrs. Bennet. — u But I did not 
' wholly desert my child, 6aid he; I settled a sum 
of money on her; I entrusted her to the care of 
the best of me» and of woraen. 
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* After I had performed ray duties tö my d£- ' 
parted wife, I remembered those tfaat I owed to 
a living father. Altar a-year's mourning, Imar- 
ried the lady whom my fatber had chosen for 
me; which was your mother, my dear B • ■ . 
I. never bad any reason to repent this engage- 
ment, nor I believe bas Lady D» ■ % Wb«a 
your sister was very young, I eontracted her to 
the son of the worthy patr wlio took the chargfe 
of her; and by tbis tie, I intended to reward 
tbeir tenderness to Soffhia. When they grew 
up, the engagement was acceptfed by tbe parties 
concerned. Since that time, circumstances have 
varied greatly. Young Bennet died before bis 
father, of the consequence of arr unfortnnate ac- 
cident. Mr. Bennet survived but little more 
tban a year; bis daughter is married into an- 
other family : and thus, by a series of accidental 
circumstances, Sopbia bas stood in need of a 
protector. She has fetind one in Mr. Savüle, 
who has ofifered her hk heart, band, and for- 
tune, withoot knowkig her bhrth and parentage. 
Was it not.so, my dear? etdtd he know tbem, 
before he declared himseif » your lover ?" 

No, indeed, my Lord. Mr. Saville koew not. 
my history, but in consequence of his offer to 
me-— Very well, mychild; but I must in justice 
to myself assure you, that after what you have 
told me of this geattaftaifg gailant . behavioar 
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towards you, I had fesolved to paymy ackno*- 
ledgments to him, and to make bim some amends 
for it; and this, before I came to a resolution, 
to, acknowledge you publiety för my daughter.— 
I thank your Lordabip. for tilis* generous assur« 
ance, which I receive wholly as your bouhty, 
tad not as any claim of mine.«<— " My dear ehild, 
you have a lawful claim üpon me; and I >vrll 
never again give you cause to döubt my afiection. 

" But there is etil! a great difficulty in the 
way of my deektring you mine to all my family. 
Your mother, *Sir, was proposed to me before I 
was married to Sophia'* mother; I preferred 
her, and married her privately, to avoid the ' 
Other lady. 

" This is the true reason why I never had the 
courage to declare my ffrst marriage; and this 
reason still subsfets: for the date of Sophia's 
birth discovers the secret, which I have so long, 
and so carefully concealed from my wife. 

" Now you, my young counsellörs, who have 
driven me to-this dilemma, try if you can help 
me out of -it." 

Oh, my Lord, said I, this generous frankness 
overwhelois me wtth love and gfatitude! Per- 
mit me to answer it. I never wished to be a 
sharer in your rank and förtane; it was only 
your paternal affection, of which I so ardently 
deeired to partake. It was the friendship of this 
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amiable youth, that I aspired to, without tbe 
Ieast view to any other advantages, 

My Lord« let tbe secret rest with those.who 
already know it; houour Mr. Saville with your 
notice and favour ; he will, I am sure, pxesenre 
,it inviolably : I renounce all pretensions to your 
rank or fortune, only call nie your cbild in pri- 
vate, aod sometimes honour me with your pre- 
sence. These, my Lord, are all the wishes and 
all tbe hopes of your Sophia. 

Noble-minded Sophia ! generous child ! said 
Lord D ; I acknowledge your. merit, aod 
yourdutiful resignation to me; but I must not 
be overcome by your generosity; the time for 
concealment is past, and I will now acknowledge 
my cbild in the face of the world, and shew tbem 
tbat I am proud-of her. 

Again I kneeled and kissed his band. Lord 
B— poured forth his acknowledgements for 
bis father's gooduess to me; he offered to give 
up a part of what bis father designed for him, to 
add to his sister's fortune.— I refused it, and 
told him I was rieh in his affections, and desired 
no other wealth. 

^ Lord D ■ applauded us botb, and said, 
This evening had given him such pain and plea- 
sure, that be. could hardly sustain such stroug 
emotions. 
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Let ns f my children, finish this interesting 
subject. Pray, my dear, where is Mr. Saville ? 

My Lord, he lodges in this street, and is fre- 
quently here. — Perhaps he may be in the house 
at thb moment— be so good to enquire ! 

I rang the bell, and the servant came in.— Is 
Mr. Saville below with the ladies ?— -Heis, Ma- 
dam,— Oive my compliments, and desire bim to 
walk up stairs. He withdrew. 

Mr. Saville came immediately. I presented 
him to Lord D ■ , who took his haud, and 
embraced him.— Sir, I am desirous to acknow- 
ledge my obligations to yoti on this dear child's 
account ; for her obligations are mine.— " Let 
. ine intreat you, my Lord, not to mention that 
urord again. v If you honour me with your notice - 
and approbation? . if this dear lädy deigns to 
listen to my vows, to accept the Services of my 
*yhole life, I shall tlünk myself the happiest of 
men j I have nothing more to ask or wish." 

Yes, you have still a further claim upon me, 
and for God's sake, Sir,, do not think me so in- 
sensible, and hard-hearted, as to refuse to So- 
phia the rights and claims of so deserving a 
child ! Let me have the pleasure öf joining your 
hauds. He did so; we both kneeled to him, 
and he blessed us* We returned his blessings 
with tears.— £ir, said he, I know your generous 
offer; but Sophia has.a right to a much larger 

Q 



3SS 

portion of my fortune.— I beg, I beseech you, 
my Lord, not to mention it;. it is Sophia that l 
love for her own sake; I want no addition to her 
fortune. 

" A generous mind, Sir, should not accept 
all that a generous mind offers. I had my pri- 
vate reasons, Mr. Saville, for declining to own 
Ihis young lady to my own family ; they are now 
over-ruled ; I acknowledge her to all the world/' 
—Mr. Saville was overwhelmed with joyand 
gratitude, and could only express it in broken 
accents. As soon as the Earl quitted bim, Lord 
B rushed into his arms; called him friend 

and brother, and hoped he woüld allow his 
claim. Saville was transported; he returned 
the dear youth's caresses, in accents of rapture. 
Lord D desired us to be composed, and 

listen to him.— There is one raore person whom 
I wish to see, before I feave this house; it is the 
mistress of it. 

I will fetch her this moment, said Mr. Saville. 
He flew down stairs. While he was gone, Lord 
D— — said, Does Mrs. Barclay also know my 
secret? Do not be frightened, Sophia; I will 
not be angry with you any raore. 

No, my Lord, said I; I sever told it to any 
one, nor wished it known to any one, whom it 
did not immediately concern.— I am glad of it, 
fbr I shali have the pleasure to deckure it my« 
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«elf.— AVhen Äfrs. Barclay came in, my Loni 
addressed her with respect and politeness. He 
thanked her for her.kindness and höspitaüty te> 
bis child ; whom he again acknowledged in the 
füllest manner. She expressed surprise and 
pleasure; she congratülated me, and all the 
Company present. 

It grows late.— He looked at his watch.— I 
must be going.— Mr. Saville, I shall expect to 
see you soon.— My Lord, I will do myself the 
tonour to wait on you in a day or two. As soon 
as I can get the writings of my estates, I will 
deposit them in your Lordship's hands; and be,g 
of you to direct the Settlements. 

I will accept the trust, Sir; and will deserve' 
your confidence. 

He then saluted me affectionately, and wished 
me good-night. He took leave of Mrs. Barclay: 

Lord B did the same. Mr. Saville attended 

them to the coach; and at his return, ourcom» 
pliments and rejoicings were renewed; Elliott 
and his Fanny joined us. 

We sät together tili a late hour, and at last 
parted reluctantly. I shall send this letter by 
the next post; I cannot confine my joy in my 
own heart, I must communicate it temy friehds. 
Rejoice with me, oh my dear mamma Bennet ! 
my heart's beloved sister Anna! my worthy 
brother Selby 1 

^ 2 
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- I am at fhis moinent the happtest creature in 
the world. I pray Ood to make me grateful 
and worlby of it I am ever yours. 

So>hia* 



LETTER XXXVI. 

MR. SELB* TO EDVARD SAVILLE, ESQ. 

* 

Joy to Edward Saville, my chosen friend and 
brotber !— Joy to the lovely Sophia, my Anna'* 
aister and mine, and the daughter of my ho- 
noured mother, Mrs. Bennet ! 

We do nothing but gossip over our mutual 
congratulations, and repeat what we have said 
ten times before. You have no friends, no re- 
lations, that are more interested in your happi* 
ness, than those in the village of S ■ • . 

Now to business.— - The lady Calypso has left 
her bland. She decamped silently last Thurs- 
day at night, and has escaped the storm that 
threatened her. The bailiffs were to have en- 
tered the house in a day or . two, but she has 
prevented tbem, which I am not sorry for. I 
wish she may find friends among her disciples 
that will hejp her out of her troubles. , I do not 
wish her to suffer tbe least distress, only just 
enough to awaken her to remorse and reperi- 
tance for her criraes. 
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And now, my dcar friend, I will open to yoiT 
a fawurite projeet of miner my wifeandmother 
are in transports at the thoughts- of k. If it be 
not agreeabk to you, ät least it willprove the 
•iricerky of our affection to you- and our deair 
Sophia. 

You have expressed a wish to settle in our 
neighbourhood ; it is now in your power to do 
$o.—I will, if 'you authori^e me, apply to the as- 
Signees of the late Äir. Playford, for tbe house 
Lady Belmour has just quitted. They will be 
glad to dispose of it for the remainder of the 
Children's minopity. Such of the goods aswere 
hers, I can purehase of her creditors at a fair 
valuation; and iti that case you will have a 
house ready to receive you and your lady, as 
soon as you shall choose to leave London. 
Pray let me know your pleasure as soon as pos- 
sible, and I will not lose a minute in negociating 
this business for you.. 

And now I have provided' an house for you, 
Sir ; I will try to obtain one for Mr. Elliott and 
his lady. l.will use my influenae to persuade 
my mother to cqme and live wholly at the Par- 
sonage, and let her house to Mr. Elliott.. If 
botb my schemes should succeed, I shall. have 
drawn a circle of neighbours round me, that 
will form a rational society, and be the happiest 
ßpofr of grourid in tbe tbree kingdoms. 

Q3 „ 
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VVbat says my friend to this scheme of life ? 
has it any charms for him? or, has London 
given him a taste for her luxuries ? and does 
Nature hold out her charms in vain? I fear I 
»hall not have tbe pleasure to join your hands ; 
if it could be, I should enjoy it most ardently; 
but if the father?8 presence will^ sanctify tbe 
union, I resign my wish cheerfully, and will re* 
joice at the transfer. 

My wife writes to Sophia* ; but I send my re- 
spects to my aünt by your hands, and hope, 
whenyou visit us, she will accompany you; and 
give me an opportunity of paying my acknew- 
ledgments to her, for her kindness and hospi- 
tality to my beloved friends. 

I am, deax Sir, yours faithfully. 

G. SBLBY f 



LETTER XXXVII. 

MB. SAVXLLB TO THE EBV. MR. SELBY. 
VT DBAR FBIBKD, 

Yoüb letter demands an immediate answer. I 
thank you most fervently for your wishes in 
my bebalf ! I accept your göod Offices, and beg 
that you will immediately begin your treaty fo* 

• This fetter data not appea. 
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Lady Belmöur's house. I am like ene trän- 
sported on the wings of iraagination into the 
regions of Arcadia. Oh, my friend, words can- 
not express my sense of the delightful prospect 
you have opened to my view; hasten to"r«alize, 
it, and let me hasten to enjoy it ! 

I will give you some aceount of my interview 
with. Mr. Munden. My last visit had Jeft him 
in displeasure with me; and the traces of it, 
appeared on his coühtenance.— • He said, What 
brings you here, Sir ? I thought you had done 
with me, as I have with you.— I answercdy Duty 
and gratitude bring me here, Sir. Mr. Brere- 
wood informs me that I owe you many acknow- 
ledgments for your care of my fortune; that you 
have been a good guardian to me. My first care 
is to pay my grateful thanks to you, My second 
Business is to inform you, that I am going to be 
married to adaughter ofthe earl of D , and 
that I desire your permission toput the writings 
of my estates into his lordship's hands— Mr. Mun* 
cfen's features relaxed ; he lookeil astonished.— 
You are going to be married to the earl of D— — 's 
daugbter !-~" Sir, Mr, Brerewood shall be eua- 
bled to satisfy you of it."— ~Well, Sir, I did not 
mean to infer that I doubted your veracity.«*» 
But-^-but~to say truth, I did not think you had 
spirit enough tb look up to such an alliance» 
The daugh{er of Lord D— ! Yes, he Uas & 

<*4 



344 

large estate and great interest, but then he. ha» 
a large family too— But then his interest! Yes, 
he may be of great service to you.. Well, Sir, 
the writings are in Mr. Moretou's hands, Chan« 
cery-lane; and you may have them when you 

please. 

I begged him to give me an order to receive 
them from Mr. >Moreton. He consented. He 
called for pen and mk, and wrote a note to Mr. 
Moreton. Then holding out his hand, Well, 
Edward, and so you wish to be friends wilh me? 
— I do, Sir, but not with auy interested view.— 
Well then, give me thy hand.— I did so—" Upon 
my soul, Edward, thou art improved ! Love 
makes a man. I see it plainly. If you will ao 
quaint . me with your proceedings— why— you 
»hall not repent it — that is all/' 

I told him I ,would soon wait on him agata ; 
but that at this time I was in haste. I took my 
leave, and hastened to Chancery-lane ; saw the 
writings safe in Mr. Brerewood*s hands; and 
then hastened away to Southwark to the wed» 
ding. The ceremony was over before I arrived; 
and I excused myself for not being present, 
being engaged in preparation for business of the 
same kind. A large Company of the friends of 
the new-married pair were present. Mr. Jones 
v was there; his daughter presented him to me; 
he thanked me for the Services I had rendered 
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to bis daughter Susan* I stopped him short; 
and* said, I had more thanequal Obligation to 
her. The T>ride looked very serious; but the 
Company were lively, and dispelled her melan- 
eholy, of which they knew not the ^ cause; but I 
ehd füll well. , 

John Barton was in high spirits, and proud o£ 
bis bride; I told them of my own happy pro- 
spects, and of Elliott's apprdaching nuptials; 
and increased their mirth and festivity. x 

I took an opportunity of informing the bride* 
of Lady ßelmour's Situation; and of Mr. Sel- 
bes endeavour to procure her house for ine;: 
she rejoiced at both. I shall often think of youu 
there, Madam, said I; and I w.ll hope une day 
to see you there»— Oh no, Sir ! said she ; never 
will I be seen there again; some ill-natured or 
unlucky person might recollect me, to my eternai 
confusion. AH my wish ia now to fall into a dif— 
ferent class of people,, and. never to be seen or 
known by any of the circle that knew me for« 
merly. I" will endeavour to deserve_my present 
lot, and to merit the worthy man who ha? 
placed me in a respectable Situation.. 

I honour you, Madam, for these «sentiments $• 
I am certaio that you will deserve your lot, ancY 
do credit to vou? husband. The wedding folkr 
insisted upon our dancing among them; we 
could nötiget away before twelve o'clock» now 

Q 5 
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tben without mucbdifticulty, and with a promiac 
to visit them again. The ladies at Mrs. Bar- 
clay'* refused to admit u3, bat senf us word it 
was time for «ober people to gp to bed, wbither 
thcy were going; so we wäre foroed to go to our 
lodgings, without paying our duty, and asking 

Sophia ismaking * pacquetto send to S ; 
feut I will not wait for it, lest any thing sfaoukl 
interfere between us and the treaty for the 
bouae. 

With the most grateful sense of your friend- 
ahip and good offices, 

I am, dear Sir, 

ever yours afiectionately, 

Edward Savilie. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

MISS MELCOMBE TO URS. SELB?« 

With a beart over flowing with happiness, your 
Sophia continues her narration, The day after 
the solemn interview, I received a note from the 
Earl himself, desiring to know how I did, after 
tjie emotioas I had sustained. I returned an 
answer expressive of my duty and affection; the 
same day, Mr. Saville called on him in Grosve* 
npr-sajuare, with the sajne tender enquiries« 
2 
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• On Thursday moming Lord B » ■ ■ called oa 
me; he said, he came by bis own inclinatiou, 
and by his father's permission, to see how I was ; 
and also to thank me for every part of my con- 
duct respecting himself. 

I answered Lord B with assurances o| 

my eternal gratitüde and affection: our conver- 
sation was long ; in the course of it, I asked 
kirn if Lord D— — had yet mentioned me to 
his lady. I believe not, said he ; it is a task 
upon my father; but I am certain he will per* 
form his promise to you. 

Lord B asked me for the particulars <rf 

nry adventure with Lord S . ; in telling my 
own story, I told that of my friend Frances; our 
4eliyerance; Mr. Elliott's share of it; his pas* 
sion for Fanny; the consequences of it; and the 
present Situation of these lovers. He desired I 
would intredupe him to all my friends, that he 
might know them. Lord B ■ . staid tili three 
o'clock before he departed. 

.Lord D has honoitred me with a» morn- 

ing visit He made tender enquiries after my 
bealth, and expressed great satisfaction in every 
part ofi my behavkmr; and likewise ii> the af- 
feetion of Lord' B - *«■ and me, tpwarjis efccb 

Heftest tsldrte, that. Mr. S*vJlte fctdpuj: 

Q 6 
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tbe writiogs of bis estate into hu hands, and tbat 
he had given directions tohis lawyer concerning 
Ihe Settlements! Mr. Savüle is impatient to call 
you kis. I bave consented to your union; and 
1 hope yon will* not make unnecessary delay, 
my Sophia.— I bowed in sikrnce. 

* Lord D i then took out a very handsome 
pocket-book— Take this, my Sophia ; in it you 
will find what is wanting for tbe necessary 
preparation for your marriage. Mrs. Barclay 
will favour you witb ber asststance, so will your 
otber friend ; she is a very fine young vornan, 
and I like ber spirit. 

I am desired to basten you, in order that botb 
marriages may be solemnized tbe same day.— «-My 
Lord, said I, tbat can faardly be.— «He smiled; 
Not hardly, Sophia! tbere is no kardsbip in tbe 
case; but gently, and kindly, and speedily, let 
it be ! I know how you young ladies behave in 
these cases ; but a fatber's wishes will, I know, 
prevail with you!— His wishes, my Lord, are 
commands with me. I know it, my dear girl.-*- 
and especially, when his~commands are the ac- 
complishment of your own wishes. 

• I will «oon introduce you to the rest of your 
relations, but I must ürst make smooth tbe 
way for you. I kissed his band in thankfulness; 
be $mferaced me, and took his leave for the 
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morning. Lord D— — is a most engaging man $ 
I love* revere, and admire him, more than* I can 
express. 

A noble present, ray dear Anna! Bank-notes 
for five hundred pounds, for my preparations. 

Mrs. Barclay and Miss Freewill are in trän« 
Sports at my father's kindness and generosity, 
and at Ins hurryiag Orders toe* 

Mr. Savüle has been here, and I have com- 
plained of bis precipitation, and his cunning 
in getting my father on his side. He claimed 
the benefit of my father's influence, and the 
ladies declared in his favour; every one is against 
me, and all resolved to promote tbis double ce- 
lebration, The coach is ordered, and we are 
going about these preparations. Mrs. Barclay 
is as much pleased with this bustle, as if it was 
upon her own aceount. 

I am in raptures at the explaitation of Mr. 
Selby's mystery: oh, my dearest friend! shall I 
indeed be so happy as to live within reach of 
you and my dear mammar shall I see you con-» 
tinually, advise with you, communicate all my 
jöys and griefe to you, and share yours in re* 
turn ? This will be the crown of my happiness, 
and I shall have hothing more to wish or pray 
for, but a heart grateful to heavtn for such in- 
eetitnable blessings as are now in prospect be» 
fore me. 

8 
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1 have just had a morning visit from Lord 
-, my sweet brotber ! how precious is every 
proof of 'his affecüon to me! After some agree* 
able conversation, he took a shagreen-case out 1 

of bis pocket, and openiog it, I saw a very hand- 
some pair of bracelets; aud iß tbe centre of one 
of tbem, his own dear image» done by a capital 
band.— Will }Ou, my dear sister, said he» honour 
ipe so fax as to wear tbese for my sake?— I ex* 
claimed, The honour is mine! but tbe pleasure 
exceeds it greatly.— He then kissed my hands» 
and bowed most gracefully. I returned tbe same 
homage to tbe dear picture. He was delighted. 
— You will remember me when you look on this 1 

shadow, said he.-— I do not want this to remind 
me of you, my Lord. You eacourage me by I 

your amiable goodness, said he, to requesi a 
favour in return. — Any tbing in my power, my 
Lord, you may command.*— He bowed: It is 1 

tbat you will sit to tbe same artist; and let me 
have tbe bappiness to converse with your sba- 
dow, when I cannot see tbe substance.— You 
honour nie too mucb, my Lord, but at tbe same 
time 1 will have anotber copy taken, for a dear 
feiend of mine. 

Now do not expect me to teil you for whom 
fhja other copy is designed: I shall not teil you < 

tilj some time bence, I cannot say bow long. 
My Lord B— said a thousand polite and. 
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cbliging things to me, which encouraged me to 
ask him several interesting questions concerning, 
his mother, his brQthers, and sisters— Take no- 
tice, said he, that I insist upon the first place 
in your affections. My eldest sister, Amelia, is 
a fine gjrl, bat she is proud and high-spirited; 
-the younger, Louisa, is not ao handsome, but 
more amiabte; you will love her, and she you^ 
she is my. favourite. My brother George is like- 
Amelia, proud and haughty, but.generous and 
friendly. My youngest brother, Lionel, is a 
lovely boy, about twelve years old, and the dar» 
ling of all the family ; he is at schooL. George 
has just got a commission in the army. I will 
say nothing of my mother to prepossess you; 
she is a good wife and mother, and very soli- 
citous fbr her children's future establishment. 
But I believe I am the least ambitious of the fa*. 
mily.— Mr. Saville came in before Lord B ■ ■■ 
went away; they were equally glad to meet 
each other; they conversed on several subjects, 
and I had the pleasure to observe the same good 
principles, and the same; rjght judgment, in 
both. Lord B ■> stayed tili near diauer-time,. 
and theh seemed to leave us reluctantly. 

Mr.SaviUeiscontinqaliyhere. Mr.Brerewood; 
called onj Mr. Saville to-day: he teils him that 
Lady Belmour has thrown herseif into the liber* 
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tfes of the King's Bencb, and laxigas at ier 
«reditors. 

" Miss Freewill has sbewn me some beantifui 
locket» of hair in various elegant designs-, sfae 
hu given me a taste for them. I must bave 
something of tiiis kind to preaent ta keep-sakes, 
for so ahe calls thern. Shc and I are to es- 
ebange one of tbese 'trinket*; and I shall order 
Something of thia kmd for Mrs. Barclay. 

Lord D has mitten to Mr. SaviHe, de- 

sking him not 1 to order an equipage; he has 
bespuke a chariot and borses for the paradt of 
our nuntiat«. Mr. Saville-bafpaid bis acknow- 
ledgemeats; but he says he will bave a piain 
' coacb for uae and convenience, and that our 
friends tn the country may bave tbeir ehare of 
it My beart thanks him for tliis tbought, and' 
»y friends will love bim for it. 

I am going to fit clotbes, and to spend time, 
and more money at tbe shrmeof Fashion; Huf 
1 look forw&rd to a time of leisure and re- 
flexiont wfien I shall endeavour to atone for tbe 
bours tbus spent ; and- emplöy tbe remainder of 
my time to better purpose. I will now con- 
ctade iliis teuer, witfa my heart's winhes and 
rdi to my dew motber and stster. 

Sophia. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

MISS MELCOMBE TO MRS. SELBY. 

I havb spent a whote morningin sittingfor tny 
picture. 

Lord' B-- ■■ attended us to Mr. , and 

came horae with us; Mrs. Barclay asked him to 
dine with us; he aecepted the invitätion, and v 
sent a note to bis fether to excuse bis absence 
at bome. 

In tbe evening be tpok bis leave before tea; 
saying, He had business of a particülar fcind, 
and perhap6 might retarn again. 

Jp about an hour and half we heard a violent 
rap at tbe door, tbat bade us expect visitors; 
Mrs. Barclay had ordered ber servant to deny 
her to all chance visitors, and wondered wbo it 
could be. Presently Lord B - ■■ ■■ entered the room, 
' leading a young lady of a most amiable aspect, 
and genteel person. He presented her to me by 
the name of Lady Louisa B ■ ■■ » and me to her 
by tbe appellation, of Lady Sophia, which he 
had never used before. We embraced each 
other, and made the usual compliments. Lord 
B ■ " ■ apologized to Mrs, Barclay» for present« 
ing his sister first to me. Lady Louisa paid her 
compliments to Mrs. Barclay and the Company 



and Lord B ■ ,Ied her into conversation with 
us. She is a fine young lady, not bandsome, 
but perfectly genteeland amiable. She expressed 
a desire of being better acquainted with me, 
which I most sincerely returned. I said, *My 
Lord, you can best inform me, whether I am 
likely to have that honour and happiness.— *The 
iceisfcroke, said he: be not impatieat, mydear 
sister; you will soon be presented to all the fa* 
«mily; my father permits Louisa to visit you with 
me this evening. 

A new dress is brought home, on purpose for 
me to appear in, when I am presented to Lady 
D » I actually dread it. I fear I shall ap- 

pear awkward and confused before her, and even 
my modesty will lessen me in her opinion; how- 
ever, I will exert all the courage in my power, 
and endeavour to behave with some spirit upon 
the occasion, as if I thought myself not unwor- 
thy to claim the right of a child in my own fa- 
ther. 

Lord B and his sister took their leave 

before sapper. Mrs. Barclay is to have a grand 
rout to-morrow; I wish to be, excused being at 
it, but I am not allowed; all our Company are 
to be present, and to be stared at as contracted 
lovers, for every body that comes here is told 
our Situation, . 

Mrs. Barclay calls me Lady Sophia; but I 
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have abselutely forbad the title to be used by 
her, and all our own circle of friends; and I 
forbid it to all those in the village of S ; I 
would only wish td hear it from Lord D— 's fa- 
n%üy, as it sets me upon an equal seat with my 
proud relations. 

Mrs. Barclay's rout is over, and I never de- 
sire to see another. 

As a spectator, I was entertained ;' and could 
have laughed at the company's expence, as very 
probably they did at mine. I was wicked enough 
to take two designs in my pocket-book. I have 
copied them, and I send them for your enter- 
tainment: you will think their dress and air ex- 
aggerated, . but yo.u will be miitaken ; they are 
only modelled by the standarcf of fashion. 

A note from the Earl of D > with the sum- 
mons I bpth wish and fear. 

" Lord and Lady* D— 's compliments to 
Mrs. Barclay and all her guests, and desire the 
favour of their Company next Thursday to din- 
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__ Mr. Elliott complains of the slowness of our 
proceedings, and I of their hastiness. Saville 
complains of my reserve tohim; aad, in short, 
we are all dissatisüed. Oh, that this bustle was 
all over, and I were with you. at the Parsonage ! 
theße men are never satisfied. Mrs. Barclay- is 
the most obliging of women; we give her an in« 
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finity of trouble; but sbe says, She takes plea- 
sure in it, and she really appears to do so. If 
I am so happy to tiave a bouse of my own, I 
shall urge her to g\ve nie her Company, and see 
me settled in it. ^ 

Miss Freewill enjoys tbe parade of new clothes 
and Ornaments, and she has no objection to a 
town life : but she has not bad the ad vantage of 
a Mrs. Bennet to instruct her youth, and to 
teach her how to distinguish between the real 
comforts of life, and the vanities and parade of 
it, I have no merit in knowing better how to 
estimate them, for I only utter my mammaV 
opinions iu my own words ; but her opinions are 
truly mine, and I hope will be so as long as I 
live. 

I am called down stairs to receive my sliare 
of a visit from some ladies who profess a great 
regard for me, and are desirous of my Company ; 
but who, if I judge rightly, will, in three days 
after I leave town, forget that they ever saw me. 

Adieu for the preaent, my dearest friend. 

Sophia 



LETTER XL. 

MIU SAVIXLE TO MR* SELRY. 

My heart's treasure, my beloved Sophia, writes 
continually to Mrs. Selhy; I shall therefbre onfy 
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«peak of auch things as make no part üf her 
letters. 

I have seen Mr. Munden again : he was in & 
very bad humour, and wanted somebody to vent 
it upon; he questioned me concerning Lady 
Belmour's past and present Situation : he said, 
Some enemy of her Lädyship's had stirred up her 
creditors to take the step tbey had lately taken, 
and he wished he knew who it was; perhaps I 
could inform himi— I said, " all that I knew 
was, that she had been called upon to pay. her 
just debts; that I saw nothing surprising in it, 
for that though it was out of fashion in London 
to pay tradesmen, it was still customary in the 
country."— That is like your saucy remarks, Sir % 
but Lady Beimour will find friends to assist her. 
She talks -of disposing-fcf the lease of her hous* 
there, I hear.— So much the' better, said I, for 
the village will have a happy riddance of her. 

The Settlements are getting ready under Lord 
D— 's directions, and I am making every pre* 
paration for the day that will fix me the happiest 
of men. Sophia is employed in the same manner. 

She resigns her will to her noble father, who 
is now tbe kindest of parents; she consents to 
give her band to her adoring Saville ; but still she 
is cold and reserved to me; she keeps me at the 
greatest distance, and is offended if I use the 
least degree of familiarity. I am mortified, and 
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sometimes distressed, at her behaviour.— -WiH 
you pity me, my friend? orwill you laugh at 
ine?— I suspect tfae latter. 

You will teil me, that I am a self-tormentor; 
but if these thoughts arise in a too tender heart, 
how can I help it? My whole heart, and all its 
hopes and wishes, are absorbed in one pursuit, 
in my Sophia ; and if my love is returned with 
coldness and indifference, Can I be satisfied— 
can I be hajSpy? I open my heart to you: ad- 
vise me, comfort me, reprove me; I will be 
thankful for your admonitions. 

After all, Sophia gives me her hand freely ; 
she presented me to her father ; she acknow- 
ledged esteem for me. I will accept her hand 
with transport, and trust to my tender and af- 
fectionate behaviour to make me an interest in 
her heart. I hope soon to be enabled to teil 
you my happy day. I hope to spend my Christ- 
mas with you. Sophia wishes to return to her 
dear village, and dearer friends; and her plea- 
eure ie a law to me. 

I am always, dear Sir, 
Yours, affectionately, 

Edward Sayille. 
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LETTER XLI. 

MR. SELBY TO EDWARD SAVILLE, ESQ. 

I ans wer your letter immediately, to acquaint 
you tha^t I am doing all in my power for your 
Service here, and that your last manoeuvre is of 
equal use; for Lady Belmour has actually tho 
lease of the house in her possession, and may 
dispose of it to another, if she cän make any 
advantage of it; therefore lose no time in ob* 
taining it. Offer her a premium, nay, offer to 
pay the arrears of the rent, rather than let it 
escapeyou; at the same time, be careful to con- 
ceal your name; let her not suspectyou are the 
person. As soon as you have fiuished your 
treaty, let me know it, and I" will take posses- 
sion for you. My wife and mother wiü give 
me their assistance, to regulate your household, 
and prepare for your reception. 

And now for the other part of your letter. -I 
am in doubt whether to reprove ör to laugh at 
you-— you deserve both; but, in my opinion, 
a serious reproof is likely to be of the most Ser- 
vice, especially to a tender and sensible mrnd* 

Sophia acknowledges you to her father, as a 
favoured lover; she avows her regard for you; 
she consents to go with you to the altar. What 
more would you have? Her behaviour is ex* 



actly «hat it ought to be; tbat deficite and 
,fharming retaute, ia calculated to inspire yoo 
with that respect, which afcould ever attend a 
passion that is to be the fouudation of tbe hap- 
pinesi of your rature life.. She is not the playw 
thing of your idle hours, but the companion 
and feiend of your more lerions ones ; the mis- 
tress of your house; the mother of yourchildren 
— cacred .and venerable ties! Those who ap- 
proach the altar with due respect, are the most 
likely to preserve sacred the vows they tbere 
make before the Great Author of their being 
and happiness. 

With this lesson I <:onclude, and am alwayi 
your» truly, 

G. SiLBT. 



LETTER XLII. 



MISS MELCOMBE TO MRS. SELBY. 

Rbjoxcb with me, niy dearest Anna! One of 
the days I most dreaded is past. 

Yesterday waa, upon the whole, a toappy day 
to me; yet it was not without its allay. — I will 
give you particulars. 

About two o'clock Lord B— eame to fetch 
rae: he. was richly drest, to do honour to me 
and my friends; he is more amiable tban hand- 
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some, trotte looks benevolent, andh as the smile 
of an angeL He said every thing that could' 
eocourage me to meet his mother without fear. 

I was inquisitive.— He bade me fear nothing, 
for that his father had found the certificate of 
his first marriage, tili when, Lady D per- 

sisted in thinking me an illegitimate child; and 
Lord D ■ was obliged to ex piain every cir- 
cumstancc of time, place, and manner, which 
gave her some chagrin, but inade her more com- 
pliable afterwards. 

I asked fior farther particulars.— He smiled.— 
Ah, Sophia ! you are one of Eve's daughters. 
—I can o»ly teil you what I saw and heard ; for 
I was present when the certificate was produced. 
My irtother frowned, and said there was no oc- 
casion for me to be present.— I offered to whh- 
draw, but my father called me back, and gave 
the paper into my band. Perhaps, Sir, said he, 
you may have doubts, but tbis will convince 
you, 

My Lord, I want no other proof rhan your . 
word : I should be unpardonable to doubt what- 
ever you affirm.r— Methinks, said my mother, 
„you ueed not compliment one parent, at an- 
other's expence.— That is not my Intention, said 
I ; but when you see my sister, and know her 
merit, I am certain your Ladyship will excuse 
nie.«--My father beturved kindly and tenderly to 
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ra both. He pramed my mother ; he«spoke. tea- 
derly of her chiklren : and reconciled lier by his 
endeannents, to himself, and to her son; and 
she.has since been more easy and satisfietL-— 
By this accouni, I found that Lord I>— had 
trouble enough to smootk the way for «e, which 
was his own expression, 

Mr. Elliott and Miss Freewill, Mw. Barclay 
■and Mr. Saville, came to us, handsomely dressed 
for the occasion. 

For my part, I was surprised at my own 
figure in the glass, and thought it, was some 
other person.-*-This is not Sophia Melcombe, 
said I to inyself. Who is it then ? Lady Sophia 
B— — . Oh, I am your Ladyship's most ohe- 
dient humble servant ! But I do not like you 
half so well as my old acquaintance. Whafc then 
is beoorne of Sophia Melcombe? the beloved 
natne, which helonged to that amiable womao, 
who loved her hnsband well enough to sacrifice 
her life, to preserve the secret of her marriage. 
Ever dear, ever venerable, is that name, and 
that recollection^ itisenshrined ia my memory* 
once and for ever. 

When our Company were all ready, Lord 
B- ■■ ■. ' observed that there wereüve of u*, which 
was one too many for the coach. 

Will you, my dear Mr, Salute* permit me ta 
»*k the favour of my , dear. aister'a Company in 
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the chariot with me?— My Lord, answered Mr. 
Saville, I ffeely resign her tb you, and I am 
never more happy than when we are honoured 
with your Company. 

Lord B offered his hand tb me, Saville 

led Mrs. Barclay, Elliott his mistress, into the 
carriages; and we set off for Gros veno r-square. 
I was in' flutters all the way: Lord B said 

every thing kind and encouraging, but my heart 
was too much for my reason to govern. 

When we arrived at the house, I trembled 
exceedingly. Lord B turned my attention 

to every thing that feil in our way ; he led me 
into the drawing-room— the Earl met us; he 
saluted me tenderly, and encouraged me.— Let 
me present my daughter to her mother, said hei 
—So saying, he led me to his Lady. I krueelecf 
to her; she raised and saluted me in silence.— , 
She is indeed a fihe woman; but tliere is a pride 
and dignity in her appearance, that strikes me 
with awe and distance. 

Lord D called Lady Amelia.— I present 

to you a sister who deserves your friendship. 
Louise, said he. — She came and embraced me» 
I hope, said she, my dear sister Sophia will not 
receive me as a stranger. I embraced her af- 
fectionately, but was not able to utter a word. 

The rest of our Company followed me. Lord 
D ■ presented them all to his Lady, who re- 
it 2 
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ceived them politely, bat with au air of distance 
aiid superiority. Lord D ■ ■ and his amiable 
son were the only Speakers for some minutes. 

Lady Louisa placed herseif next me, and took 
my band in hers; and strove to give me courage 
and composure. Her sister looked rather stately» 
and seemed to scrutinize us with ber eye. She 
is a very fine young lady ; in point of beauty, 
the first of tbe family; but her looks chillyou, 
and keep you at distance; she is her mothei's 
likeness and favourite. 

Mrs. Barclay has that ease in her behaviour, 
that i& the result of a constant intercourse with 
the beau-monde. She entered into a conversa- 
tion with the gentlemen ; for the ladies said but 
little. Just before dinner entered Mr. George 
B— ~, my Lord's second son ; he was annoünced 
to all the Company, and to me particularly« 
He is a fine manly youth, with sptrit and viva- 
eity in his countenance; he is taller than Lord 
<B— — and of a darker complexion; black eyes, 
very bright and sensible ;~ he behaved very po- 
Btely to me, and addressed me frequently in 
conversation, I thought he honoured me with 
Jooks of approbation, and seemed desirous of a 
farther acquaiptance with me. Dinner shufSed 
us together, and seemed to open our hearts; 
*re became more easy and familiär to eacbother. 
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Lord D— took polite notice of me at tabfc, 
and I began to recover my spirits and courage. 

Lord D— — behaved very kindly to me ; he 
msisted upon my drinking a secorid glass of wine* 
He bade me keep up my spirits, for he had a 
design «pon me, tbal he would not explain just- 
aow, bat *vould before I went awav. 

He took great notice of Mr. Saville ; and so 

did Lord R . When we rose from table. \ve 

adjourued into tlie draxving-room, and began to 
converse with more ease and freedom. Lord 

D asked Mr. Saville, where he proposed to 

reside aftcr bis marriage? He replied, Tliat he 
luid ahvays r.rcferred a ccuutry-lifc for liis fixcrf 
abode, and only meant to visit London occa- 
sionally ; that I was partial to the village where 
I had lived in the early part of my life, and to 
the worthy family with whom I resided ; that he 
had the same partiality to both; that Mr. Selby 
was a most amiable man, and that be had the 
same attachment' to hira, that I had to Mrs. 
Selby. For all these reasous, he was deter* 
mined to settle there ; and that he had just now 
an opportunity of it, by taking a house within 
a mile of the Pansonage. 

Lord B commended bis resolution of 

settltng in thecountry ; he pointed out the dan- 
gers of a ttton-life. He praised my attachment' 

r a 
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to my.dear village and friends, and the pruö>nt 
intentions of us both : he then enquired wherc 
was the house Mr. Saville mentioned? -- - 

Mr. Saville gave him a brief account of Lady 
Belmour, her Company, her character, ber.em«- 
ploymeut: he then mentioned her debts, and 
her bcing obligcd to leave that house in conse* 
quence; her present Situation, and bis treaty 
with her by a third band. Lord D*— wished 
him success; Mr. Saville described the . house» 
and the country round it. * 

Lord D ' osked, where Mr. Saville had bis 
education } Ile gavc bim a brief account of it, 
and of bis guardian, Mr. Munden. He told my 
Lord, that he had tbe happiness to have txoa 
Meutors employed in finishing bis educatioo. 
He described them.both; he gave *ay Lord a 
letter he Jately leceived £rom Mr* Johnson, com» 
mending bis cboice of a wife, and of a coootry« 
Ufe also, It is an excellent letter. 

Lord D— read it aloud, and adnüred every 
part of it. 

Lady D ■■■■ ■ tben took a share in the conver« 
sation; she said several polite things to Mit. 
Barclay» on the subject of her protection to two 
young lad i es in pur dtstressed Situation» . 
. Lord D— — seemed to accept every wonl 
from her, as a fa>vour to himself. ^ord.B- 
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tttntioned tfae c^menccmetit of l,h ac^aln'^ 
afcce with me; my alarm af th^ sightof Lord 
S* , and all that followed afterwards.- 

The young ladiea were mterested in 'the whole 
conversation, for they bad not beforeheard any 
particulars of o»r late and present Situation; 
they listened attentively, and seemed pleased 
with the Information, I had Itttle other sbare 
in it, tban to acknowledge the kindness aiid ge- 
nesosity of all my dea* friends. 

Lady D a&ked if we chose toriäVe cards, 

•~*My Lord said, he begged permission t6 an-? 
swer for us in the negative, fer that he had^rro* 
vided a different entertainment foV us* Mr. Sa* 
viUc smiled, and seemed to be in the secrefv 
Sooft after a «ervant oame in, andtold my Lord 
the geritletne» were in tiie Hbrafry* 

My Lord arose.*— Now 1 will -expktn myselfr 
the getitiemeti of the kw have brought famie litt 
•ettlenaeitfe, Mr. Saville; und we will take thia 
©pportutrity to execute tbem. 

Sir, lead your elect wife intö the room * an<| 
I beg that asmany of her friertds as chatte it* 
will follow us. • ' , 

My Lord offered tri» haßd to Mrs. Barclay, 
and went first; Mr. SaviHe and t föllowed tliem^ 
bat I took Lady Louisa's band, and said, Will 
your Ladyship do me the honour of your com* 
j>anyN~Sbe came directly. Elliot£ and 

&4 
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Fanny; Lord B followed them; the res* 

stayed behlnd. 

Lord B went back to the drawing-room, 
and soon returned with his brother George. 
Lady D , andherdaughter Amelia, thoughi 
their presence too great an honour to us. 
- This was a new trial of my courage, and I 
hardly know bow I went through iL The writ- 
ings were signed by the principals, and properly 
witnessed and executed; and I rejoiced when it 
was over. 

The lawyers withdrew ; and afterwards Lord 
D— said, Now, my good friends, before we 
separate, let us fix the day for these two pair of 
lovers to couiplete their happiness.— -God bless 
your Lordship! said Elliött; I have delayed my 
wedding above a week, that I might see my 
friends made happy the same day I am ; and now 
I hope there is nothing more to wait for.*— No- 
thing in the world, said Lord D ; let me 
have the pleasure, to appoint the day.—- We were 
^12 silent.— I shall name a day m the next week, 
and I hope the ladiee will make no objection; 
Mrs. Barclay« you must give me your influenca 
with them. Let it? be next Tue&day. Saville 
took my Lord's Jiand, and kissed it in raptures; 
Elliott clap^ed his hands, and shouted for joy ; 
he kissed my Lord's haod also.— Moderate your 
jpy> my cfcildrea, said ray Lord, and li&t^ji tq 
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me. I will give orrfers for the wedding-da/s en* * 
tertainment; it sbalr be at the St. Alban's.tavern f ' 
I will meet you at chmch in the morning, and I 
will do the office of* a father to both these yoüag * 
ladies; will you, madam, accept mef— My ! 
Lord, «ay s Miss Freewäl, fr is an honow I couHf* 
tfot expect; but I receive it with due gratitudc' 
and respect.— -My Lord saloted us both, and the 
rest of the men present had the assuranc* tO 
fbllow his example. 

We did not get away tili ©ne o'clock; and 
when we got home the gentlemen were *ery an* 
governable, and we had much ado to send them 
home. At last Fanny and I made our escape* 
up staifs; and Mrs. Barclay soon after followed ; 
us, after schooling the men, and turning them' 
erat of doors, as they called it. Thus, my dear 
friend, the most important day of my life is 
fixed— join your prayers for my happiness ? I 
shall soon have a third name to add'to that of 

your 

Sophia, 



LETTER XLUL 

MR. SA.VIXLE TO THE RE.T« K&* »SXBY. 

Sophia has written a long letter to Mrs. Selby. 
I asked her some questions concenring the c«b*-* 

R5 



ents; shoblushed, aad seemed 'jealous of'my. 
curiosity.— Pray, Sir, said she, do you e J x£«ct 
te see tlie c Otiten ts of my letters?— By no means, 
lnadai», said I; I only wifihto know what you 
have w ritte iv tbat I may not repeat the same 
♦ifcunoatauces toourfrieB<te.-*Well, Sir, Ihave 
told them all tbat passed yesterday, so you need 
not repeat aay parfc of it.— 4 fcrd atasweted, ma- 

dam> 

Lord D— makea her förtune six thousand 

pounus in preseni; and gLvesraeleave toexpect. 

• * . « .... . ^.,, r< j, 

^it to be macte tea, at his deeease. Her jdiuture. 
is six hundred a year; arid all the money sbe 
brings, goes to portion theyoünger cnüdren of: 
our marriage; my Lord and l are mutually sa- 
t»sned. 

ÄJr.,Brerewc>od ß »5 bäppily finishedhfö' treaty, 
with Lady Belmour. ^ 

I send you the lease by the coäch tö l ■ , 
and you will take possession of the hause for 
nie, and do whatever you think necessary for 
our. recepüon. ' To any other man I should apo?» 
logize for the tvouble I give you; but ouf *äo- 
knowledged and cönnrixied friehdshjp Warrants 
my call uron you* and the 'study 'of my fature 
lifo shall he to enjoy and re turn it. Commend 
me to the ladies, to Mr. atid Mrs. Franklin,, to 
all who know me in your circle;. teil them I an* 
iuppjb You tnow our day j let your congratu** 
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htkwts add to oni fclicity. Your tMrice happy 

6m4t 

Edward Savx&le» 



LETTER SXIV. 



MISS MEECOMBS TO «RS. SELBY. 

Onb more letter,. my dearest Anna Maria*, 
white I am my own mistress, and caa do as I< 
please. Men are incroachere, raydear: already 
my time is clairaed by the. master of ray destiny ;. 
he grudges me the bours I spend in Converting 
witfrmy frieods, and is jeaious of my regard to 
every one but htmself- 

Miss Freewill bas received tot curiou» lettezv 
under cover» by Mrs. Barclay*» former direc*- 
tioft ta a coffee-fcouse ro tbe city; <me from bes. 
guardian, ordering her on the receipt of it to re* 
tarn home immediatety to Mrs* Holderfs; that 
he willpay her so mooey tillshe is ander their 
protection» axy| that,.. if she does not retunt 
home soon, he wilLadvertise her in>the public 
papen . The ftfr * fronv Mra* Holden, iita vul- 
gär but ca^ting a*4 fewaiag style, perstuNtmg 
her to refcurn t . and put hemif under bor nutkerhf* 
W2g> where sbe »ay be safe from the dangers 
and temptatiqn* oi Um wickeä worM;.promia^ 

n6 
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ing lhat she shell have au aparttnent to betaü£ 
and a servant od purpose to artend upon he#7 
a«d her guardiaa will allow Ler fifty pounds & 
year for pocket-money, and to make duck* and 
drakes of : she hids her consider what a djsgrace 
it will be, to have her n^me at ftill lengta. in tbe* 
public uewspapers; and desires sbe may know 
' where sie is, that sbe may eilhei: cqpne am« fetch 
her, or eise appoint wbere sbe may meet ber qa 
.the road. We have gossrped and laughed over 
these letters, aad Fanny is resolved' to make a 
spirited reply to therav 

She kas fulfiUed her promise,.a? you shatt 
judge:— 

. *** I Frances Free^l dö acknowlted^e tfte re* 
ceipt of two very impertinent letters from Mn 
$f axsden and Mn. Holden, to which l am de- 
texmined to gvefiitt and Mtiisfäctory anmers in 
tbe public papers, one day m the nextweek.*»— 
London, JfiTotv 1779* 

. Tbe men are delighted witb Fanny*« spirit; 
and Mrs. Barclay say s it is an excellent reference 
to the. papers, wheps they will read tbe account 
of lier marriage. 
' Elltott is in raptures witb> her; he admifes 
rvesy word in the note, and says tbere never 
wasany thing so clever} in so small a compass. 

Mr. Bresewood draink tea witb us. Tbe letv 
texs-weteshewatohUn, andthe&Bswerlzkewis«?. 
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fce äsked Miss Freewill many particulars conw 
befiniig hef -fatRer"» will;— slie never saw it. 
He iateuds to get a sight of it in the commons ; 
and to inqtfife'how far Tier guardian's power ex- 
teitÄS, both witfa regard to her person and for- 
tune.— Mr. Brerewood is a very sensible and po- 
lite man; Mr. Saville has told you of hts ma- 
nagement, witb regard to Lady Belmour.— I an» 
overjoyed thegt tfce treaty for her hause is o»n- 
cluded; I long to go thither, and to taste the 
pure and tranquil pleasures of the country, an$ 
to enjoy the society öf my dear friends at S ■ ^ 
Expect me there as soon as I can get away with. 
the approbation of my dear and honoured £&* 

ther; I think he is the dearer to me, forhavinip 

... ^^ 

been so long unkind, and so lately re&tored tc* 
me. 

Heaven grant me a deep and grateful sense g| 
the blessings that Surround me !— My two bro- 
tliers have called upon me for amorning visitof 
an hour; they pofitefy said. they would not e,n.- 
croach upön oür tune, which they supposed was 
employed in preparätions for next Tuesdayy 

Why is my heart heavy at times?— I wishyoa 
was with m£; 1' wish my mamma was here; or 
ratherthat Twas with you, and thatmy brother 
Selby was to perform the sacred ceremony that 
Äxes my destiny for life. The incomparable 
Richarcfeün bas well öbserved, u that in tb* 

1 



midst of fiappiness, the sjghiiigJieart will rec&io^ , 
us ©f imperfection." Assist with your prayer* 
aud wjshes, 

~ Your sister atid friends 



aateesesssaeaaa* 



LETTER XLV. 

**. SSM* TO BD W Alt» BAV*fc*j£, «fr$*. 

Und£r this qover you will receive the congra- 
tnlations of all and each o£your avowed friends 
a£ the Parsonage? accept the united wishes, 
prayers, and. blessings of this liouse, jfor your. 
(resent and future happiness ! Joy to Edward. 
Saville and his beloved Sophia 1 long and mu~ 
tual may itbe? 

My mother and wife both will write qil the 
^eeaston«. 

©. Selby. 

I cankot suffer this däy to pass OY«r« with- 
eut ad ding my congratulation to ibose of the 
other friends,. of my dear Sophia,., asd hei ber 
loved Saville».— Joy, joy*. joy, to you both! 

We shall celebrate the wedding*here ; we have 
a wedding cake,. Mr. Franklin'» faxsily 4ure with* 
us, and we will have our shar* of the pleasure 
6f this auspieious day. 

Mr. Collins and Miss Grove were maxiied last 
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flwrsäay; they will be witli us in thte evening* 
kri&Vö shaH drink to your happiness.— Joy to 
Mr. and Mrs. El Hott; joy and our best wisbesj 
— Myritotnerfeaves her hoj**e to them this day ; 
thejf may take the furniture as it Stands, or hire 
it with the Uousc»-7^ttt what have I todo to prate 
of feusiness on this day?— away with it!— Let 
me mentkm onlymypresent joy, and my futur* 
wi8h^-—^ay v y/&ur..uext letter- fijt the day of 
your return to us ! I long to embrace my friend, 
to ehare her joy, to runover her house» and see 
that every thing there meets with her approba- 
tion. In impati^nt expectaüon of. this happi- 
ness, 

I am yours most affectio^tely, 

An ka. Maria Sälby» 



LETTER XLVI. 

MR. SAriLfcE TO THE REIT. MR. 5ELBt. 

May every kind wisk and blessin§ from our 
dear friend» at S-*— • be returned. sevenfaid up- 
on thei,r own beads! Thus wish and thus pray>. 
Edward* Savitte amthis beJoved. Sophia ! With 
a heart overflowing wich happipesa, I sit dwn. 
to ackmowlödge every instance of your friend* 
ship, my dear Mr. Selby. 
I will endeavour to compos* my mtod» and 
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give yoa some account of yesterday's events. I 
shall write at times, as leisure serveB ; for I onght 
to give you all a »bare in my happiness. Ican- 
not pay you a greater compliraent than to deny 
myself the enjoyment of my Sophia'» cpmpany, 
to converse with her frietrds «od mine. 
• Yesterday morurng we met by appoinfment a€ 
St. — — Church. I carried Mr. Brerewood 
with our party ; Lord D— — brougbt las two 
eldest sons and two d&ughters, a gentleman of 
the law, and a young gentleman and lady, the 
friends of bis son Lord B— — , and bis daoghters. 
The brides were dre&sed charmingly, and 
looked charmingly; but Sophia's swcet coun- 
tenance wore a veil of timidity,. whicb I strove 
to disperse by every tender and delicate atten- 
tion. I put her in mind of my dear Seiby's bappy 
day, and of our revered mother's lesson to her 
fair daughter on t&at occasion. She thanked 
me for reminding her> and said, She would 
keep her Anna's behaviour in her eye the whole 
day, and Endeavour so imitate it. The other 
bride has more courage than Sophia ; yet the 
behaviour of both «as extremely proper, and 
dicr them credit in the eye of every beholder. 

Tneceremonywashapprly performed; Ileave 
it to the ladie» to relate the interesting particu- 
lars. Lord D claimed the rigbt of a father 
to b^tb- the brides ;. and muUral eongratulations 
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were* given and received in the chureh ! after 
which wc adjourned to the St. Alban's Tavern, 
where a plentifol breakfest was prepared for us, 
which we al! did honpur to. 

After. this refreshment, the compliments and 
congratulations were renewed. Lord D » — 
presented to Mre. Barclay a fine diamond-ring, 
as a tokett of friendship ; and an acknowledge- 
ment for her generoos • protection of both his 
daughters, he said/ 8be received it politely, and 
observed, That Lady Sophia had already made 
her a present the most acceptable to her, itf 
giving her her picture.— It was well judged of 
the dear girl, said niy Lord; but I hope, Ma- 
dam, you will allow her father a place in the list 
of your friends.— Lord D" ■■ gave eaeh of the 
brides a diamond-hoop to wear over the wed* 
ding-ring; which they received with proper ac- 
knowledgraents. Elliott was* half mad with joy 

and gratitude; he kneeled to Lord D > and 

thanked him a thousand times for the honour ho 
did to his fair bride; and said, His Lordship 9 » 
countenance, was a fresh Obligation lipon bim, 
to strive to deserve his happiness. 

After our compliments were over, and w« 
were seated; my friend Mr. Brerewood aroae, 
and, bowing, said» I will now beg leave to en- 
gage the attention of this honourable and bappy 
Company i I fcave brought something that l bope 
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will contribote to this day's entertainment.-*-We 
all gased, and listened to bim; and I wotidered 
«hat he was going to say, when he drew a paper 
out of hb pocket and proceeded in bis oration. 
" I preeume that this Company are injbrmed 
in general terms, that this young lady's goardiaa 
had abosed the power her faiher's will gave htm, 
over her person and fortune; that he pfaoed her 
ia a famiry where ehe was onpoKtery treated, 
and where her accommodations were ki no re- 
•pect saitabie to her. fortune« That in conse- 
quence she was disgusted and tinbappy, aod 
sooght fbr acquaintance more ag*eeable to her; 
and at length was induced to put herseif into the 
protection of anotber guardiao, and tndeed the 
most proper one> a worthy hosband. I had a 
'stasiie to inform myself of th* partkukrs of lies 
&ther*s will, f hat I might know Isow fett her 
gaardiatT* power eMtendedf and ab» m hope» 
to be of M>n»o service to the ye*»geoople; who* 
aa I supposed. «%bt meet with some diföeultiesv 
durjog the remainder of the young lacty'* mino- 
tjiy. Accordt&giy I searched tlie Comroons; i 
found the will; I took a popy of it, whieh 1 have 
now toeught witb nie. But aa readmg a will is 
not the most agreeabde arausemeot upon a wed* 
ding^day* 1 will oaly bog your patieuce while 1 
read a clause, which perhaps may be the most 
**tisfectory one in it. " I do order by Ulis mjr 
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will« that the said for tune shall be paid to my 
said daughter Frances Freewill, upon the day 
" of her coming to the age of twenty-one years, 
or the day of her marriage, which evex shall 
first Rappen/' And now I shall claim a kiss 
of the bade as my reward. 

H^re my friend couciuded bis speech. EU- 
liott started up, ran and embraced him ; ealled 
hiw his best friend, and swore he should havfe 
twenty kisses if hepleased. 

Every one of our little circle expressed oar. 
joy, and the congratulations were «enewed. Lord 
D— — caUed us to order, but it was »ome mi* 
nutes*before he could be heard. He thaiiked 
Mr* Brerewood for his intelligenoe, and desired 
that he would give the young people his &dvice 
fepw to pr^ceed. 

, 1 wotild advise, said Mr. Brerewood, thöttfhey 
thovld sead to Mr* Marsdön, * copy of *fr. 
FreewüTs will; and with it a demand of the sur* 
Sender of the trust, and an aocount of the in* 
terest of the fortttne, to be paid into the band* 
©f a pers<m whom they shall appoint for that 
purpose.— »V-ery proper« said Lord !>• ■ ■< : whon* 
will you chöose to appoint?-» Eil ioit referred to 
bis lady.— She answered very propeply, If yo*t 
approve it, Sir« I think nobodycan be so proper 
^s'this gentleman, who -has alrfeady approvesl 
biOiseif.our frieud.-^You give nie ibe greatoo* 
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pleasure, Madam, answered Elliott; it was ray 
wish> but I thou^ht it right tbat the raotion 
should be yours. — I am pleased witb you botn', 

said Lord D ; I am certain fron» this omen, 

that you will act properly in all other xespects« 
— I accept the employment, said Mr. Brere- 
wood : and I will act for your benefit to the best 
of my ability. — I will answer botb for your abi- 
lity and integrity, said Edward Saville; and I 
rejoke with my friends on tbeir falling into sock 
bands. 

There is one thing more to be considered, said 
the Earl; I tbink that Mr. Elliott ought to take 
the earliest opportuuitv, of settling his l&dy's 
fortune, upon her, and her heirs; the generous 
confidence she has repoeed in him» deserves 
that he should justify her cboice of a guardiau 
of her person and fortune. Elliott rose» and 
again kneeled to Lord D ■ — , My Lord, said 
he, you have been so kind to act as a father to 
this dear lady; will you, in that light, still act 
for her? Will you direct what should be done 
for her advantage, and give Instructions to this 
gentleman, Mr. Brerewood, to draw up writings 
for that purpose; I will execute them with all 
my soul; and shew you and all the world, that 
her fortune was not my principal motive, when l 
oijered myself taher acoeptance. I would only 
be hßr Steward and her protector'; but 1 would 
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not for the World injure her, or her fortune. Ir 
your Lordship will be so good to take me under 
your direction, you will lay me under everlasting 
Obligation. 

You are an honest, worthy, generous young 
man, said my Lord ; I love you as you deserve, 
and I will accept the trust. — I put myself into 
your Lordship'shands, answered Mrs. Elliott, and 
I thank God for having given me such noble and 
generous friends; and I will ever acknowledge 
Mr. Elliott's generosity, and study to make him 
amends for it.-— You have done that already, 
said he, and it shall be the business of my whole 
life, to shew my sense of the obligations you 
have laid upon me. 

Bravo! bravo! said the Earl; thisistrue spi- 
rit. You must nominate your trustees, my dear 
Madam ; and then we will leave what remains 
ib Mr. Brerewood.— If I durst presume, said 
she, I would name your Lordship.— You do me 
hönour, Madam; I accept the trust; and, if 
you allow me, I will take Mr. Saville for an- 
other; and Mr. Brerewood shall be the acting 
person for your service. Mr. and Mrs. Elliott 
both made their acknowledgments ; and Mr. 
Brerewood took notes in his book, of every par- 
ticular. 

x Tliis event being of some consequence, I have 
given you a niinute account pf it. Bat I shall 
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aftw t*k« my leavc of you for the present. I 
will« wben I return, ghre you a brtef account of 
the rest of the day ; at this time I shall only add, 
that I am happy pafct all expression, und that I 
am your frtend and brother, 

Edward Satille. 



LETTER XLVII. 

Mit«. SAVILLB TO HK. SELB?» 

I will, now acquit myself of my promise, and 
take up the tbread of my narratign of wbat 
passed on the happiest day of my life. We had 
a magnificent and well-ordered d inner, with the 
best wmes that could be procured; the day was 
hofioored as a festival, by every one present; 
the ladies were allowed to retire into another 
rooHi, where tea and coflfee were ordered; we 
soon foUowed them, by a general votc that there 
was no society, no happiness, without them. 
Lord D ■■■»' led the conversation, and was the 
liwetiest perton present: my friend Elflott was 
restrained by the persona of superior rank in 
Company* or feisjoy woold have sfcown itself in 
a riotoos style; but he behaved extremely well, 
and did himself credit with every body. After 
tea* we wervsuttiiftoned into a largeroem well 
jightrd, .with a&and of masic ib it. On our en- 

5 
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trance, ihey played one of Abel'» concertos; 
aftea; which LbrdiD— r— desired Mr. Saville and 
kis bride to open the ball; they obeyed, but with 
soine timidity before such jadges : however they 
came off with general applause. My Lord called 
upon. the other bride and bridegroom, to dance 
a minuet; but Elliott begged to be excused, say- 
ing, he should only disgrace his charming part- 
ner. I begged of Lord B ■ ■ to supply his 
place, which he did with great readiness. It was 
an elegant minuet indeed; and far exceeded the 
first: afterwards, Mr.. George B— — and Miss 
Lorton, the young lady who came with her bro- 
ther at Lord B— 's invitatio«; Lady Amelia 
and Mr. Lorton; Lady Louisa and Edward Sa« 
ville. VVe theo danced a Cotilliori ! then Lord 
B and his stster Louisa, danced the Minuet 

de la Cour. 

At Lord D—'s earnest «treaty, Mrs. Bar- 
clay walked a minuet with bim ; after which we 
all went to country dances. At Jwelve we wcre 
summoned to supper; after which we thought 
it too late to return into the ball-room : it was 
agreed before we went to churefc, that i should 
reeign my lodgings to Elliott and liw bride, and 
that I should be allowed *to take Fanoy*s place 
atiVlrs. Barclay 's; weTCtumed tiome according 
to this happy alletment; but it was past two 
o'clock before we arrtaed at otrr respective 
home?. 
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On Wedaesday we stayed ät bome, and en- 
joyed our greatest happineea in the society of 
our amiable brides. Mrs» Barclay insists upon 
our eating at her table all togetber, so long as 
we slay in town. . In the evening, I devoted a 
leisure hour to my dear friends at S ; and 
Thursday I proceeded in my Journal. I will riow 
briefly recite our present engagements; and from 
thera you will judge when you may expect to 
see us. 

On Sunday, we make our appearance at 
churcb; where we shall return thanks for our 
present blessings, and implore the benediction of 
Heaven upon our engagements; after which we 
are to dine at Lord D— 's, and probably spend 
the evening. On Monday I have (wkh Mrs. 
Barclay's pennission) invited the worthy Mr. 
John Barton and his lady to spend the evening 
with us ; on Ahat day* will be brought home an 
handsome piece of pJate, which I shall present 
to that friendly pair. 

We shall then take our leave «of that worthy 
couple; but I shall jjever come to London with- 
out ykiting them ; and I hope they will visit us 
in the country seine time hence, when all the 
past is forgotten. 

On Tuesday Lord D— — and bis family are 
to dine with Mrs, Barclay, and take leave of us 
for this season. 
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-• On Wednesday I design to 4 carry xhy-pHie^my 
angel-wife, to pay compüments with nie to Mn 
Munden, and to take Ieave of him, and to call 
at some other places. In the evenmg, Mr. 
Brerewood bring? Mr. Elliotfs wriüngs, to b* 
•igned and executed/ .. 

On Thursday we shall finish the preparatkms 
for our journey; and either that evening, or 
- Friday morning, will see us on* the road to 
S ; where I already anticipate • Our jrecep- 
tion, in the arins of our dear and aniiablc 
friends. 

I find a few more particulars to add, before 
I close this letter. Mrs. Barclay accompanies 
us to our new habitation; she is our guest, and 
you must not be offended ; tiie next turn is yours. 
Lord B ■ ■ and Lady Louisa, are allowed to 
give us their Company for one fortnight. I hear 
that Lord S— and Mr. Clayton are really 
gone over to the continent, and intend to go 
through the Low. Countrics before they return. 

When 1 recollect the whole of my past adven- 
tures withm the compas« of six months» I um 
Struck with the reflexion of what dangers I have 
escaped, and what happiness I havc attained ; I 
bow my knee with awe and gratitudc to tho Gru^ 
. <üous Power who has enabled nie to avoid tho 
jirst, and to cmbrace the latter. Oh, my friend ! 
tue pleasurcs of Virtue arc the only true plea- 

5 
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ffures; l«pct myself ander licr direetton for the 
jemauader of my lue ; every aew acquirement 
In her school, shall only strengthen my resolu» 
tion to petsevere in the pursuit of her reward«: 
and though I caanot attain to pcrfection, I wiU 
use my utmost endeavours to come as iiear it as 
feutnan natore urill permit me* Your friendship 
shall crown my felicity here, and assist me in 
prepartag for a more perfect State bereafter. 
Sophia salutes you all; with the bafpiest of 
men, 

Edward Savillk. 

P. S. Mr. Brerewood informs me that Lady 
Belmour is in the greatest distress; she hafr an- 
ticipated her income, and wants uioney for her 
current expences. She has tried several of her 
disciples, but they turn their back upon her. 
Even Mr. Munden has refused to assist her ; he 
praises my conduct, and condemns her 3. Such 
are the friendships of Vice and Profligacy ! there 
is no reliance but upon the friends of Virtue: if 
we were only to act with a view to our present 
happiuess, there is no other dependence, either 
in prospehty or ad versity— Virtue is the only 
thing certain upon earth! 

, FINIS. 
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